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COSTS OF WAR WITH POLISARIO MOUNT FOR MOROCCO 


Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 27-2 Feb 81 p 14 





[Article by aps: “The Price of War and the Economic Consequences of Moroccan 
Expansionien" |] 


{Text} The multiple consequences of the aggression perpetrated by the Rabat regime 
against the Western Sahara are making themselves severely felt in the Moroccan 
kingdom where a very severe economic depression is becoming worse day after day, 
ae expressed daily by a profound social uneasiness characterized especially by 
strikes in the various Moroccan economic sectors, a major increase in unemployment 
(the number of unemployed in 1981 came to about 1.22 million), a rise in the cost 
of living, and a continuing deterioration in the purchasing power of the various 
social strata. 


All observers agree in emphasizing that this situation is directly tied to the 
enormous military expenditures deriving from the war of aggression conducted by 
Morocco in the Western Sahara. According to a specialized economic magazine, 
these expenditures--which represent 25 percent of the 1980 government budget-- 
could come to more than 40 percent in 1981, in other words, about 5 billion 
dirhams out of a total budget of 12 billions. 


Furthermore, the servicing of the foreign debt, which in 1980 already came to $5 
billion, should reach 7 billion in the course of this year. This service, 
equally distributed among the installment repayments and interest payments, comes 
from massive loans to finance weapons purchases. 


This situation naturally has culmulative consequences with a chronic deficit 
balance. Last March, Morocco's foreign exchange reserves barely came to 1 billion 
dirhams. The Moroccan regime is thus forced to float other loans in order to make 
up ite deficits. This even further reduces its credibility and solvency and that 
explains its use of unusual financing procedures. The lack of enthusiasm displayed 
by private financing agencies in response to Moroccan requests persuaded the 
latter to ask for help from the IMF to get additional funds. 


Loans to Finance Continuing Aggression 


Most of these loans, which are used neither for Morocco's economic development nor 
for the improvement of the difficulty living conditions of the Moroccan people, 
are generally used to finance the Moroccan war of aggression in the Western 
Sahara. 














Weapons shipments come from various countries, particularly the United States, 
South Africa, and France, The most imporant supplier of course is the United 
States, For the year 1979 alone, Washington sold Morocco weapons worth $100 
million, not including “economic aid" which during that same year came to $30 
million, In 1980, Rabat placed several orders with Washington which, under the 
cover of permitting a “negotiated settlement of the conflict," has decided to 
step up the military potential of the Rabat regime even further by stepping up 
arms shipments. 


This decision was announced in («© United States especially by American congrese- 
men who feel that the United States military assistance to Morocco “is contra- 
dictory to the principle of national self-determination." 


That did not prevent the United States State Department from announcing in March 
1980 the delivery to Morocco of "Maverick" air-to-ground missiles to be used in 
equipping the "F-5" aircraft which were to be delivered in May. 


In September 1980, Morocco placed another order for 108 American M-60 tanks. 


The Rabat regime is also turning to Paris and palced orders in January 1980 for 
24 "Gazelle" helicopters from SNIAS [National Induscrial Aerospace Company] and, 
one month later--during the stay of King Hassan II in France--an order was placed 
for 100 light six-wheeled AMX-RN armored vehicles equipped with a laser fire con- 
trol system, 


To improve its military potential, the Rabat regime does not hesitate to line up 
with a regime detested by the entire international community. Thus it is getting 
AML-90 and MK-6 armored vehicles from South Africa. The collusion between Rabat 
and Pretoria--after the already known collusion between Rabat and Tel-Aviv--was 
revealed to the world after the battle of Ouerkziz in the course of which the 
Saharan Liberation Army recovered South Afr an armored vehicles which the 
POLISARIO (Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro] 
presented to the international press in 1980. 


While the Moroccan people are facing this kind of situation, the Saharan people 
are getting ready today to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the proclamation 
of the republic. It would thus be a good idea once more for Rabat to learn the 
lessons of the consequences of its obstinacy in defending a lost cause, thus 
playing into the hands of imperialism which, by fanning the flames, in reality is 
trying to assure itself of complete control over the entire region. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PATAH OFFICIAL CALLS FOR OPPOSITION TO U.S. PERSIAN GULF SCHEMES 
JN221036 Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 0905 GMT 22 Mar 81 


{Text} Doha, 22 Mar (GNA)--Fatah Central Committee member Hani al-Hasan has 
stated that according to current indications the Palestinian flag will be 
hoisted on Palestinian [territory] in no more than 5 years. 


In a statement to the Qatari newspaper AL-RAYAH today, Hani al-Hasan said that 
1981 will be the year of cultivation and 1982 the beginning of the harvest. 

He called for Arab confrontation of the U.S. schemes in the Gulf area, which, 
according to him, is intended as the scene for World War III. Hani al-Hasan 
said he expected that the U.S. hostility to the Palestinian cause will be 
confronted. He added that Ronald Reagan's administration will not recognize 
the PLO unless it becomes convinced that it cannot be wiped out. 


The Palestinian official warned of the possibility of aggression against 
southern Lebanon orchestrated by the United States, Israel and the Lebanese 
isolationists to liquidate the PLO. He also revealed that the PLO had summoned 
Palestinian students studying abroad to confront this aggression. 


Hani al-Hasan did not consider as unlikely a meeting between Yasir ‘Arafat and 
Lord Carrington, British secretary of state for foreign and Commonwealth affairs, 
after July, which is when the United Kingdom will assume the presidency of the 


European group. 








INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


TRAQ] O11. DELEGATION ARRIVES ON OFFICIAL VISIT TO SYRIA 


JN261056 Doha QNA in Arabic 1040 GMT 26 Mar 81 


{Text} Damascus, 26 Mar (QNA)--It wac learned here today that a delegation from 
the lraqi Oil Ministry is currently visiting Syria on an official mission. The 
delegation is holding talks with the Syrian officials on ways to resume pumping 


Iraqi oil to the Baniyas refinery on the Syrion coast. 


However, no official reports are available from the responsible Syrian authori- 
ties on these talks. 
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PALESTINIAN SPOKESMAN ON MARTYR'S DEATH IN GAZA 


JN282000 Voice of Palestine (Clandestine) in Arabic to the Arab world 1615 GMT 
28 Mar 81 


[Text] Asked about the reports disseminated by news agencies on Friday, 

27 March 1981, citing Zionist enemy sources on the martyrdom of hero Cpt Rafiq 
Ahmad al-Salimi and the battle between him and the enemy forces and about 
attributing certain operations to him, the military spokesman for the General 
Command of the Palestinian Revolution Forces said: 


1. Martyr Rafiq al-Salimi was martyred in the Shaykh Radwan suburb in northern 
Gaza on 25 December 1980. He was mourned by the General Comnand of the Pales- 
tinian Revolution Forces and the General Command of the al-'Asifah forces on 

20 January 1981. 


2. The Zionist occupation sources cloaked his martyrdom in secrecy and mystery 
to achieve special aims relat:d to their intelligence organ. No one is unaware 
of these aims. 


3. The enemy sources were forced to disclose the martyrdom of al-Salimi only 
recently after the news of his martyrdom had spread and become the subject of 
talk in the occupied homeland. However, the enemy sources phrased the news in 
vuch a manner that the date of martyrdom was not mentioned. They attributed to 
al-Salimi his liquidation of agent Muhammad Hamid Abu Wardah. This operation 
was carried out on Tuesday, 18 November 1980, in Jabalya village. 


4. The reference to the liquidation of agent Muhammad Hamid Abu Wardah long 
after his assassination is the main aim behind the Zionist military spokesman's 
statement and is also a link in the chain of the criminal efforts by the occupa- 
tion intelligence to stir family feuds among our masses’ ranks and strike at 

the firmly entrenched unity of our people. We are confident that such wicked 
games will be received by our masses only with contempt and resistance. 


5. A responsible military spokesman in the Palestinian Revolution stated on 

18 November 1980 that out of the Palestirian Revolution's care for its masses 
and for security orders were issued to liquidate one of those who fell and 
yielded to the Zionist enemy's will and intelligence organs. He was agent 
Muhammad Hamid Abu Wardah, who had previously been warned to return to the ranks 








of the revolution and the masses. However, he was not checked and continued 
hie agentry and dealing with the Zionist enemy, Therefore, one of our people's 
sone shot and killed him when hv wae inside the Jabalya municipal council 
building. 


6. Our people's masses know that the revolution welcomes the repentance of those 
who repent. However, when it claims responsibility for the liquidation of an 
agent, it does not allow=—-unde: any circumstances whatsoever=-for any family 
fanaticiem. Time and the masses have advanced beyond these cunning methods as 
employed by the Zionist intelligence circles in the occupation areas in an 
attempt to eplit our ranke and find a place for their fingers. 


7. The armed resistance in the Gaza Strip is now in a state of noticeable 
revolutionary upsurge, which will incessantly grow. The people, who gave birth 
to Mahir al-Burnu, are the same people who gave birth to Rafiq al-Salimi and 
before him Ziyad al-Husayni, ‘Abd al-Qadir Abu al-Fahm and Muhammad 4)]~-Aewad. 
—— will give birth to many others until the decisive victory is 
attained, 


8. What draws attention, particularly recently, is the Zionist enemy's ignominious 
information policy by which he tries to instigate the masses and families against 
one another. The enemy sometimes remains silent about certain incidents despite 
their being the subject of talk in every house. This is a mark of further 

fumbling about and a sign of the beginning of the Zionist entity's end. 
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DPFLP'S HAWATIMAH SPEAKS AT BEIRUT RALLY FOR EL SALVADOR 
NC251234 Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Mar 81 p 3 


[Report on Hawatimah epeech at 22 March rally in Beirut in solidarity with £1 
Salvador revoluticnac ies] 


[Excerpts] Nayif Hawatimah, secretary general of the Democratic Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine [DPFLP), greeted the people of El Salvador and 
said: We meet in the trench against Ierael, imperialiem and the Arab reac- 
tionary clique and when the people take up arms and insist on fighting they will 
triumph however strong the enemy's power may be. He added: The deep roots of 
[West Bank mayors] al-Shak'ah and Khalaf, in the occupied territory will bring 
forth a big olive tree. 


Concernirg the army entry and Israeli objectives in southern Lebanon, he said: 
"Israel wants to blackmail and force Lebanon into submitting to the Camp David 
agreements. We will continue to fight together with the national movement to 
liberate the border strip and we will never surrender to the enemy's will." 


Addressing Lebanese Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butrus, Hawatimah said: It was 
Washington which obstructed the UN Security Council's adoption of a resolution 
condemning Israel while the Soviet Union pressed for such a resolution. 
Hawatimah asked Minister Butrus to name things properly, not to “mix salt with 
sugar.” 


Referring to the forthcoming session of the Palestine National Council, 
Hawatimah said: “We will insist on it being a big national event for several 
political, organizational and military questions which have not been solved as 
yet by a positive democratic unitary stand. We want our Palestine National 
Council to be the forum for adopting a series of sound, wise and revolutionary 
realistic political resolutions so we can bu ld up the Palestinian national 
front within the occupied territory, suspend che dialogue with King Husayn and 
the work of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian committee, draw up a Palestinian 
stand in the work of the Fifth Steadfastness Front as well as to adopt a 
Palestinian initiative for building a broad alliance among the steadfastness 
from Ethiopia, Iran and Afghanistan to confront the reactionary, imperialist 
and Zionist front which extends from Israel to Egypt and Pakistan. We want the 
Palestine National Council to reshuffle the PLO Executive Committee to include 














representatives of all groups of the Palestine revolution, purge the Executive 
Committee of all idle and inactive elements and to fill it with independent, 
aolid and active elements engaged in the daily Palestinian struggle within che 
ranks of the revolution and the oeople.” 


Hawatimah concluded his speech by saying: "We will all etruggle along this 
road. We will etruggle with the Lebanese national movement along our side and 
side by side with nationalist Syria which is struggling on the frontlines 
against Camp David and against the Ieraeli occupation. On the domestic front 
Syria struggles against the reactionary acts of economic sabotage and the 
bloody terrorist operations of the criminal (Muslim) Brotherhood. We will also 
atruggle for the consolidation of Syria's steadfastness at home so as to stamp 


out the reactionary bloody terroriea." 
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ARAB NONGOVERNMENTAL ‘THINK TANK' PLANNED 


Paria AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 23 Mar 81 p 6 


{Text} 
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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


KUWAITI FINANCING--Tunisia's banking and industrial development is increasingly 
open to Kuwaiti involvement, begun in the late 19608. In 1976 the two countries 
signed an investment convention enabling Kuwait to participate in various Tunisian 
projects, including tourism. A number of these, in Tunis and the coastal area, 
are already underway, the most spectacular being the Tunisian dinare 6,25m ($15.9m) 
Port el Kantaoui development. This consists of a four-star hotel with 289 rooms, 
nine suites and apartments accommodating 106 beds, Built as an extension to a new 
complex of hotels, shops, restaurants, a golf course and marina, the development 
will also include a beach club, yacht club and 32 bungalows, In the nearby boom 
town of Sousse, Kuwait is participating in a TD4ém ($10m) project to build a hotel, 
the Sousse Etoile, comprising 300 beds and 20,000 hectares of commercial grounds 
for shops, pleasure craft and so on. Down south, on the island of Djerba, a 

TD4m $10m) project for a 500-bed unit is under study, Near the Tunisian Sahara 
in the town of Tozeur, another project, estimated at TD2.4m ($6m) for a 250-bed 
hotel is also being considered. Kuwait has provided the Kef-Echf-Aier phosphate 
project with a second fund loan, following the first in 1974 for Kuwaiti dinars 
2m ($7.3m). The total cost of the project is estimated at TD31.lm ($78m), of 
which TD25m ($63m) is in foreign exchange. The fund loan provides about 28 per- 
cent of the total cost, and Kuwait's interest is 4 percent. The rest will be 
provided by other suppliers and the Tunisian Gafsa Phosphate Company. The project 
is due to be completed in 1962. The Kuwaiti fund has aleo participated in the 
enlargement of the international Carthage-Tunis airport. [Text] [London 8 DAYS 
in English 21 Feb 61 p 43) 


WEATHER LOSSES--Climatically, the last year has been disastrous for North African 
farmers. In addition to the earthquake at El Asnam in September, there have been 
snow falls in the Maghreb and a severe drought in Morocco. Tunisia lost 25 
percent of its citrus crop during the last month as a result of the heavy snow 
falls, the first for a quarter of a century. The country's most important agricul- 
tural areas, ti northern coastal strip and Cape Bon suffered the most severe 
damage and were declared disaster zones by the government. High winds, hail and 
driving snow ruined 20 percent of the orange crop and 70 percent of the tangerine 
harvest. Thousands of tonnes of fruit were knocked to the ground, and were unfit 
for export. Freezing temperatures, drifting snows and winds of up to 1LOOkph have 
made a mockery of the Tunisian boast that it could offer tourists sunshine all 

the year around, Mountain villages have been cut off and roads closed as tempera- 
tures fell as low as six degrees below freezing point. The coastal resorts of 


10 








Eeeahra, La Goulette and Haomam Lif near Tunis all suffered considerable damge. 
The south of the country escaped the snow but suffered sandstorma. Morocco also 
experienced snow storms but the country's main problem is severe drought which 
hae crippled the country's agriculture. Apart from some precipitation on the 
High and Medium Atlas range, and the Rif mountains in the north, hardly any rain 
has fallen in Moroceo since last summer except for a few days in October. The 
drought has wrought havoc with the country's cereal harvest and livestock, The 
weekly Al Bayane estimates that thie year Morocco will have to purchase dm-3, 5m 
tonnes of cereals, compared to 1.7m tonnes in 1980, The year's grain imports will 
cost the country Moroccan dirhams Jbn ($670m), placing a severe drain on an economy 
already stretched by rising coste of ofl imports and the protracted Saharan war. 
Many Moroccan farmers have turned their cereal crop over to feed cattle, Others, 
umable to buy fodder, are selling their animals off at whatever price they can 
get. (text) (London 8 DAYS in English 21 Feb 61 p 55) 


CALL FOR SUDAN'S EXIT FROM ARAB LEAGUE~-Beirut--The Democratic Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine [DPFLP] has called for the expulsion of Ja‘ far 
Numayri's regime from the Arab League and implementation of the Baghdad and Tunis 
resolutions against every Arab regime which follows al-Sadat's regime and 
expresses readiness to accept military bases on its territory, particularly 
Somalia and the Sultanate of Oman. In 4 statement published today, the DPFLP 
says that the latest steps taken by the Sudanese ruler, be these his resumption 
of diplomatic relations with al-Sadat's regime on the ambassadorial level or his 
invitation to the Americans to establish air bases and use Sudanese territory in 
their moves in the entire region, represent blatant violations of the Baghdad 
and Tunis summit resolutions and a breach of Sudan's pledge during these two 
summits to sever all relations with al-Sadat's regime and confront the Camp 
David decisions and arrangements. [Text] (JN241418 Damascus Domestic Service 

in Arabic 1215 GMT 24 Mar 81) 


PLO MEETS TUNISIAN PRIME MINISTER--Tunisian Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali has 
reiterated his country's support for the PLO so that the Palestinian people's 
struggle will continue until they achieve their legitimate national rights, 
including the right to determine their fate and establish their independent 
state on their national soil. This came during a meeting yesterday between the 
Tunisian prime minister and Brother Abu al-Lutf |Faruq Qaddumi]. In a press 
statement following the meeting, Brother Abu al-Lutf said he acquainted the 
Tunisian prime minister with the latest developments in the Palestinian issue, 
the Palestinian struggle being waged in the occupied territories and the vic- 
tories achieved on the international level thanks to the Palestinian people's 
heroic struggle and confrontation of all forms of the plot. ([Text) [JN251923 
Voice of Palestine (Clandestine) in Arabic to the Arab world 1745 GMT 25 Mar 61) 


PLO DELEGATE TO AAPSO SESSION--Brother ‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar, member of the 
PLO Executive Committee, head of the Department of National and Pan-Arab Rela- 
tions and the organization's official spokesman and leader of the Palestinian 
delegation to the 13th AAPSO Session, left Aden this morning. In a statement 
to the ADEN NEWS AGENCY, Brother ‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar expressed pleasure 
at having visited the PDRY and met its brother officials. He expressed satis- 
faction at the positive outcome of the 13th AAPSO Session, saying that the 
session had given the Palestinian and Middle East question a great des. of 


ll 














attention and worked for the crystallization of a clear, common view by all the 
forces of liberation and progress in Africa, Asia and Latin America of the 
dangers inherent in the United States’ adventurist course and terrorist and 
aggressive policies, bent on striking at the people's liberation movements and 
fruetrating detente in international relations. [Text] [LD291708 Aden Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1230 GNT 29 Mar 61 EA) 
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TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES TO BE CREATED 


Kabul HEYWAD in Dari 22, 24, 25 Jan 81 


Eum by Salile Baran: “In Accordance with National Necessity, Transportation 
acilities Are Being Built and Improved in the Country"7 


[22 Jan 81 p 3/ 


fExcerot/ In a conversation on the need to construct and establish new motorized 
ransportation organizations in the context of his ministry, Jilani, graduate in 
engineering and deputy minister of transportation and tourism, told the newspaper's 
correspondent : 


"As transportation experience in the world has shown, shipping cargoes promptly and 
on time is of great importance to the government in the economic sense. In another 
area, since our beloved nation, Afghanistan, is surrounded by land and has no sea 
routes, the corrupt regimes of the past did not pay attentéon to railway transport 
construction or to the government transportation sector. In addition to that, since 
a import and export commodities by air transport {s not economic, trans- 
portation of cargoes is fundamentally the responsibility of motorized transport 

at the present time. Therefore the Ministry of Transport and Tourism, with the 
economy of the nation in mind, has decided in order to create a well-equipped, 
secure transportation system in the government sector, to sign a protocol in the 
field with the fraternal and friendly nation of the Soviet Union, ina spirit of 


comprehensive cooperation.” 
/24 Jan 81 p 37 


{Text/ The protocol on technical, engineering planning and design for motorized 
ransport systems has been signed between the Ministry of Transport and Tourism of 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the Ministry of Motorized Transport of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. According to this protocol, free unencum- 
bered aid will be given by the Soviet Union to Afghanistan for the planning and en- 
gineering construction design of the abovementioned facilities. 


Eng Jilani added, 


"The preliminary survey work on these installation has already been carried out by 
a seven-man committe of project planners from the Ministry of Motor Transport of 
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the Union of Soviet Soctalist Republics with the cooperation of *2 apse cesses 
in Kabul, and work on the engineering and building plans for these installations by 
Soviet Union specialists in Moscow has actually been advancing on the basis of the 
data prepared and obtained in the preliminary survey." 


He went on to say: 


"These facilities will be established and built in seven aveas of Afghanistan, in 
accordance with national economic need. 


"A. In Kabul, five treansportation organizations, inlcuding three motor transport 
open for freight and two of] transport tank truck organization, each of 
which will contain a total of 300 vehicles. 


"B. A technical vehicle service station in the town of Pol-e Khomri. 


“Of course, with the construction and comphetion of these facilities and employment 
of the newly-received vehicles, the country's domestic economic requirements for 
motorized transportation will to a large extent be solved." 


Eng Jilani said, 


"It is intended that the work on these installations will begin in 1981; however, 
it will be possible to express an opinion with regard to the conclusion of the work 
on construction of these facilities which will be active in the context of the gov- 
ernment sector after receipt of the engineering construction 26 Similarly, 
Afghan specialists and specialists from the Soviet Union will work together in 

the construction work on these installations." 


/25 Jan 81 p 37 


[Text/ Construction activities on these facilities have in general been assigned 
to the Ministry of Public Works and construction organizations related to that, 
since the honorable departments of the Afghan construction system and the building 
construction system have expressed their rediness to cooperate with the Ministry 
of Transportation and Tourism. On this basis, the work of grading specific plots 
of land for these installations in Kabul has been started by the Ministry of Public 
Works, and this activity on behalf of constructing new transportation facilities 

is the object of confidence and appreciation. 


He added, 


"These facilities will be built in order to make use of trucks of the Gamaz, Zi] 
and Gaz types made in the Soviet Union and Tatra trucks manufactured in Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


“Concomitant with these goals, on the basis of a decree by the Counci] of Ministers, 
the Ministry of Transport and Tourism of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
will be assigned the duty of managing all the nation's motorized transport organi- 














zations beginning in spring 1981, except for oi] tanker truck organizations. In the 
future it is also intended that all preveaass transportation organizations, from 
driving and general administration of transportation to the solution of technical 
poses, will all take place through the organizations of the nation's Ministry of 
ransportation and Tourism. At the pees time in the context of the Ministry of 
Transport and Tourism, the national Bus Organization, the electric bus project, 
truck vehicles, the government sector assigned to highway transportation, and pri- 
vate » coy” trucks will operate in the context of the General Land Transport De- 
partment." 


Finally, the deputy minister of transportation and tourism said, 


"The ministry of Transportation and Tourism, with all the resources at its disposal, 
has been earnestly striving in the context of the government's development plans to 
solve a series of the nation's transportation problems within the limits of finan- 
cial ability. Among them, the problem of creating new motorized transport organi- 
zation int 47 ~ sector is a very big step and its attainment will lead 

to helping fully to alleviate the nation's transportation requirements. Likewise, 
at the present time, subjecting some bills such as the bill on drivers’ pensions 
and the bill on the freight rates for transporting import and export goods to the 
country's »vorts to study are among the efforts which have been made to improve the 
land transport situation in the country. Of course preparing new bills in addition 
to the existing ones will require sufficient time and study and will take place in 
the future." 
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ALGERIA 


DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS SAID TO DRAW WORLD'S ATTENTION 
London 8 DAYS in English 21 Feb 81 pp 7-15 
(Text) 


Algeria's major UN contribution; 

on pages 14-15 RUSSELL WARREN HOWE in Washington files >a 

US administration's perception of its debt to Algeria, and discusses with 

Ulric Haynes Jr - the US ambassador in Algeria who actec as ‘adjutant’ 
age and has just returned to business life - 

the ill-timed General Haig decision to supply tanks to Morocco. 








MORE SEEMS to have been written about 
Algeria during the past few weeks in the 
world’s press than in the past two or three 
years put together Certainly never has such 
praise been heaped on it and its diplomatic 
expertise in the country's twenty years of 
independence.‘ Algeria emerges with flying 
colours’, ‘Algeria wins its spurs’, “The ideal 
mediator, blazoned the headlines as the 
West hastened to congratulate Algeria's 
diplomats for doing a job that it was 
admitted no one else could have 

— getting the American 


accomplished 
hostages released. 
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In non-aligned countries, this western 
praise for Algeria's role in the affair has 
been reflected in obvious pleasure that, for 
a change, the US had to depend on one of 
the leading members of the non-aligned 
movements to pull it out of the fire, rather 
than vice versa. 

Even if Algeria's elegantly pin-striped 
diplomats now fade from the headlines, 
their role in freeing the hostages will 
probably merit the close attention of future 
historians ‘Quite brilliant’ is how the Quai 
d Orsay described the successful efforts of 
Messrs Mohammed Benyahya, Reda Malek 











and Abdelkarim Gharaib, respectively the 
* foreign minister and the Algerian 
am in Washington sad Tehram 
From 1972 until the beginning of 1977, 
Algeria was in the forefront of the st 
in the UN and other forums for a better deal 
for the developing world. The need for a 
dialogue between North and South was a 
much t-after goal of the late president 
Houari Boumedienne's government. 
Algeria had probably the best Third World 
credentials for this endeavour — it had 
fought and won a bitter war of 
ndence, and was a lynchpin in Third 
World and international organisations such 
as the OAU, the Arab League and Opec. 
Islam provided it with an even wider field of 
influence. It was not unnatural therefore 
that Algeria assumed the chairma of 
~ A — movement from 1972 to 
But if these credentials gave it the right to 
act as spokesman for the movement, the 
weapon it was able to wield — one that no 


from the experience provided by « 
never-ending series of diplomatic scrapes 
with Paris from 1961 onwards, Algeria's 
team of highly skilled diplomats were to be 
seen constantly in action at the UN — their 
favoured forum — both overtly and behind 
the scenes. 

‘The best diplomats among the Group of 
77,’ is how one French former UN diplomat 
who worked with the Algerians on the 
North-South question describes them. They 
were, he says, the hardest negotiators in 
UNCTAD and in all matters relating to the 
dialogue. Not that they tried to push 
opponents -further than they knew was 
possible — having worked out how far the 
North or the developed countries could be 
forced on a particular issue, the Algenans 
would then turn round and persuade those 
on whose behalf they were negotiating that 
the limit had been reached. They were, the 
former official reflected, ‘the most perfect 
go-betweens In the light of recent events, 
they certainly do not seem to have lost the 
touch. 

Nor has this moderation and sense of the 
need to mediate been confined to the UN. 
In Opec the careful weighing-up of a 
situation has been manifest time and time 
again. 
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From late 1976, internal problems 
revolving mainly around the country's 
economic develo,ment and the political 
reorganisation with the new constitution 
caused Algeria to play a minimal part in the 


international arena. The scope of its UN 
activities, both in New York and Geneva, 
declined, much to the detriment of the 
Third World, ‘The difference was a blow for 
us’, recalls the French diplomat. 

That Algeria consciously planned to take 
such a long sabbatical from the centre stage 
of world affairs is doubtful. But the death of 
President Houari Boumedienne at the end 
of 1978 of necessity extended that period, 
as the country adjusted itself to a new style 
of leadership under his successor, the less 
doctrinaire President Chadli Benjedid. 

Now that Chadli has settled into the job, 
it seems that is on the way back in as 
an important World broker, picking 
up from where it left off. lts UN ambassador 
Mohammed Bedjaoui is now on close terms 
not just with Third World representatives 
but also with Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim and US government officials. In 
fact, French diplomats — who have always 
kept a close eye on their Algerian 
counterparts — and UN officials agree that 
Algeria's mediating role in the hostage 
crisis was not an isolated incident. 

In fact the West has changed as much as 
the Algerians have remained the same. The 
sudden international respectability of the 
North-South dialogue following the Brandt 
Report is a prime example of the West 
coming round to Algeria's way of thinking. 

As far as the Algerians are concerned, 
what change there has been is more one of 
tactics rather than strategy. ‘They retain 
their principle, a British Foreign Office 
spokesman commented, pointing those 
principles out as ‘independence, 
self-determination and anti-imperialism’. 
Their support for liberation movements is 
as profound as cver, though more selective. 
Nevertheless there are still some 75 
liberation movements with offices in 
Algiers. Nor, despite improving relations 
with Washington, its major trading partner, 
is there anything less than wholehearted 
support for two of the pillars of Algeria's 
liberation thinking — the Steadfasiness 
Front and the Polisario. 

Whatever the reason, the fact is that the 
West is now keen to listen to what Algeria 
has to say, and this alone will be sufficient to 
boost the influence of President Chadli's 
government in world affairs, especially 
when it comes to East-West and 
North-South discussions. 




















Algeria’s delicate peace initiative in the Gulf war 


ITS GEOGRAPHICAL location far out 
® certain 


fear to tread. 
In the Gulf war, for example, Algeria 
has attempted a risky, on- -again 
ceasefire mediation Chadhi 


recently commented: ‘The only solution is 
@ return to the 1975 agree meni 
(between Iran and Iraq). I know ti.ere are 

but it seems to be the only way 


i 
: 


= on his agenda. Western 
claim that Benyahya tendered a 
few peace proposals to Rafsanjani, based 
on @ return to the 1975 treaty allowing 
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both sides shipping rights on the Shatt el 
Arab waterway. The aleo 
suggested that to end the stalemate Iran 
should hand beck the three islands — Abu 
Musa, Lesser Tumbs and Greater Tumbs 
= © 6s One Ce ie 
the UAE, a demand championed by 
at the war's start. 
However, Iran firmly refused even id 
discuss the proposals until Iraq withdrew 
its troops from captured Iranian terntory. 
Nevertheless, Iran took Algeria's message 
seriously; less than a month ago, Iranian 
Premier Mohammed Ali Rajai flew out to 
Abu Musa for a quiet meeting with UAE 


President Sheikh Zayed on the 
controversial island issue. 


tore up the 1975 agreement, he 


Several Middle East diplomats 
interviewed by 8 Days said that an 
peace initiative will only 


worried that the Iran- war will spread 
across the waters of the . As the war 
drags into its sixth month, costing billions 














Algiers plays 
vital UN role 


THOUGH MOHAMMED Bedjaoui, 

Algeria's chief diplomat at the UN, was 

chairman of the five-member UN 

commission that went to Iran last year to 

seek release of the American hostages in 

exchange for hearing Iranian grievances — 
against the US, Algerian diplomats at the’ 
UN say the contribution of that 

organisation to the freeing of the hostages 

was ‘nil’. The issue was resolved, they point 

out, only because of the direct dealings of 

the Algerian intermediaries with the two 

parties involved. 

‘We have been part of the solution of one 
very important problem because both 
Parties accepted our mediation, said one 
Algerian delegate, who pointed out that his 
minister's statement as the hostages were 
handed over to Warren Christopher paid 
tribute to the friendly relations between the 
people of Iran and the people of Algeria. 

Do the Algerians expect to turn their 
diplomatic success into a lever for major 
power brokerage at the UN? No, said the 
delegate, adding: ‘We are not i 
go-betweens. But other Third World 
delegations feel that, like it or not, Algeria 
will be cast into that role‘ Algeria is holding 
the chips, and we expect that she will cash 
them in when the time arises, said an 
African delegate. The major areas of 
concern for Algeria at the UN are Africa — 
and by extension (he entire Third World — 
and economic mi''trs. Algeria will use its 
fund of eoodwill in these areas. 

During |... sutumn's UN special session 
on economic matters — known as the 
‘global round of negotiations on 
international development strategy and on 
the New International Economic Order, 
Algeria was the prime mover within the 
Group of 77. Its position as leader was due 
to its perception that Algeria is a link 
between oil producers and non-oil 
producers within the non-aligned countnes. 

As chairman of the non-aligned group, 
Algeria called in 1973 for the first UN 
emer special session on economic 
— ont succeeded in persuading the 
non-aligned group to support the New 
International Economic Order. The result 
of the session, in Algerian eyes, was the 
re-evaluation of natural resources and a 
new relationship between countries 
producing raw materials and those utilising 
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them. 'We strengthened the position of oil 
producing countries, and of those countnes 
producing natural resources, in relation to 
consumers, in order to give a fairer share to 
the who . We see it as 
another kind of liberation struggle, said 
one Algerian UN delegate. 

That session resulted in the creation of a 
special fund within Opec to help less 
developed countries, and Algeria was the 
first contributor. ‘We are not the most 
important producer within Opec,’ said the 
delegate. ‘We produce only one-fifth of 
Nigeria's output, for example, but within 
the limits of our resources we are prepared 
to contribute to the development fund and 
to African and Third World countries on a 
bilateral basis in to their requests. 
Our prestige in the econo.nic field is due to 
our bilateral relations with the less 
developed countries — and you cannot take 
a stand at the UN if you're not helping those 
countries concretely.’ 

He noted, however, that Algeria 
preferred not to contribute to the 
newly-created development fund within the 
Islamic Conference: ‘Though we are 
Muslims and we believe in Islamic 
solidarity, the Islamic Conference is a 
grouping of different countries with 
different objectives — we don't believe that 


you can have a common political grouping 
by religion, and we prefer to work in other 
forums for economic or political results. It is 
more appropriate, we feel, to work within 
the Group of 77 for economic issues, within 
the non-aligned for political issues, and 
within the Organisation of African Unity on 
African issues, he said. 

Algeria was elected to the presidency of 
the UN General Assembly's 29th session 
which began in the autumn of 1974 — the 
year that PLO chairman Yasser Arafat 
addressed the UN, that the ‘zionism equals 
racism’ resolution was passed, and that 
South Africa was suspended. 

Algerian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Bouteflika presided over the session, and 
was responsible for treating Arafat as a 
head of state (though technically he was 
defined only as ‘head of a liberation 
movement’) by making available a special 
chair under the president's and secretary 
general's rostrum normally reserved only 
for heads of state. But because of strong 
objections from the US and other western 
countnes a compromise was reached in true 
UN fashion: Arafat got the chair, but he 
didn’t sit in it — he merely stood beside it. 
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respective offices to keep the momentum of 
in order not to love time. 
What happens next in the Western Sohare 


First of all, almost all the caperts agree 
that a military victory by either side is 
impossible. All the experts agree that « 
negotiated, pcaceful settlement is most 
desirable. 


referendum should be conducted. 
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1 don't know. It's heen drapped for vo 
that, with a new adminisiration, | can't 
what will happen. If the Carter 
administration had continued in office, | 


of the and its right to ‘damages’ 


age to the gas question or to the 
Western Sahara conflict. 


relations to warm and correct relations | 
can't overemphasise how important our 
economic and commercial relations were in 
all this, They were the basis for our 
improved political relations. Every 
ambassador should spend at least 40 per 
cent of is time on economic and commercial 
relations. 
Wasn't part of the improved relationship 
due to a loovening up of the Algerian regime? 
Yes Under President Chadli, Algeria has 
become much more liberal. It has accepted 
that the agricultural revolution has not been 
a success. The present government is taking 
very realistic steps to allow some of the land 
which was taken over by the state to go back 
into private hands Algeria now has o 
willingness to adapt its revolutionary, 
socialist economic identity to some of the 
realines 
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Iranians and Iranian attitudes to 
Americans, says his first reaction was to 
feel ‘embarrassed’ for the State 
Department The US charge d affaires in 


announcement Malek sent brief, pained 


intermediary between the developing 
countries and the West or the East — 


Algeria was already being courted quietly 
by the US before becoming involved in the 
hostage crisis. Now, its standing has risen. 
Malek today pets far more invitations to 
Georgetown parties than before, but 
rarely accepts His instructions are to keep 
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ALGERIA 


NEGOTIATIONS OVER OLL=GAS PRICE PARITY PALTER 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 2 Mar 81 pp 2=4 





prepared to wait indefinitely to t our sights.” OF Min- 
ere es Bedbi ahd dae eowsletter tn on ondhesive 
interview (See following story). he said in a subsequent 
interview with the Alger daily f/ Mowdjahid that ume 


billion cubic metres of its LNG per year for the coming 
25 years, and although reports from Paris indicate that 
> sae 6 ee 
its imports of Algerian gas from 4 billion cubic metres 
eal 016 Ee cats uum @ tun OD we. 
Algeria could find it very hard to sell all its surplus 


More important than the lost sales and the now 
greatly delayed return on Algena’s huge investinent in 
its LNG-1 plant at Arzew the apparent fact that even 
substantial concessions on Algenas part were not 
enought to win over the Amencans. Algena’s onginal 
demand that the price of its UNG should be raved from 
$1.94 per million BTUs (the January |. 198! contract 
level) to S61) at the Arvew outlet never looked like 
beng accepted. but the \lpenans chief concem was not 
to achieve that price but to win acceptance in principle 
for parity between the price of LNG and crude oil. 

it now appears = although Mr Nabi would not 
divulge the prce around which the negotiations with 
the US were hovering iv thew final phase — that Algeria 
was close to accepting a price which the old pricing for- 
mula would have pyen it In other words, that it had 
virtually retreated 100 per cent from the parity position. 
even that was not enough for the US. 
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Start operations — indicating its willingness 
to reach agreement on a new contract with Gaz de 


the long term, however, Algeria's prospects do 
not look so black. The pace of Abu Dhabi's LNG 


price is due to go tn $4.94 on April 1. 

The European customer of Norway's Statoil have 
agreed to a base price of $5.50 plus an indexation 
Clause which takes into account average rises in the price. 
of a basket of ten crude oils, plus light and heavy fuel 


The price of Alperia’s LNG to Gaz de France has, 
moreover, risen since July 1979 from $1.80 per million 
BTUs to $3.70 — in percentage terms about as much as 
the average rise in crude prices 

In the wake of the aborted talks, it now looks 
increasingly unlikely that any gas-importing country 
will accept the principle of parity. Gas prices may rise. 
but the achievement Algeria was hoping for seems even 
more distant than ever 














As one stockbroker in London pointed out last 
week: “There is litte chance of a cartel forming to 
control gas prices .. the gas market doesn't have the 
flexibility. Sellers will not be able simply to switch 
cargoes around in search of the best price because 
other customen won't be poared to take the gas” 


». NEW US ECONOMIC POLICY SANK LNG 
DEAL, ALGERIAN OIL MINISTER SAYS... 


Randa Takieddine writes from Geneve 


The chief reason for the failure of the US-Alperia talks 
on LNG prices was the Reapan administration's refusal 
to negotiate on behalf of the Amencan company involved. 
Algeria's Oil Minister Belkacem Nabi told this newsletter 
last week 

Interviewed in Geneva. where he was attending an 
informal meeting of six OPEC ministers, Mr Nebi said 
that 1 = very close to agreement with the out 

ving Carter admunistration in January But, although 
—— of Preudem ⸗leeit Reagan's team sat in on 
those talks. the delegation which visited Alpiers on 
February 16 made it clear that there had been a radical 
change of policy ta Washington, he said 

The new administration's approach to energy ques. 
tions was simply based on the principles of free enter. 
prise, Mr Nabi went on Opposed to government inter. 
vention, it refused to enter into discussions, leaving 
everything to the El Paso company Two days after 
Mr Nabi spoke to this newsletter, El Paso confirmed that 
it was writing off its $375 million investment in gas- 
processing equipment, a decision which effectively killed 
the LNG deal. 

The Carter administration became involved in 
negotiations after Algena halicd supplies to El Paso 
in April last year, it was felt that government intervention 
was necessary because the distribution of natural gas is a 
monopoly in the US and the government could not 
allow V Paso to charge prices to its customers which 
were higher than those fixed by law. By the end of last 
year, however, agreement was so close that the only 
difference which remained in the January talks was a 
matter of “some 10 to 15 cents between the price we 
were asking and the price they were willing to accept.” 
Mr Nabi said. “This was a very slight difference which 
could easily have been overcome” 

Mr Nab: would not confirm reports that Alpena had 
backed down from its original demand of $6.11 per 
million BTUs to somewhere around $4 fob — a price 
which would mean about $5.50 per million BTUs for 
gas landed in the US. But he did confirm that Gaz de 
France was now paying $3.70 per milhon BTUs. 





ALGERIA LOSES PLACE AS WORLD'S 
BIGGEST EXPORTER OF LNG 


Algeria slipped from first to third place last year in 
the league of world LNG exporters, the low of an 
estimated 3 million tonnes of LNG because of the 
dispute with El Paso also meant that world 

sales of the product fell from 23.6 million tonnes in 
1979 to less than 22 million tonnes, one of the most 
disappointing years in the 15-year history of the 
industry 

The top LNG exporter now is Indonesia, which 
boosted sales by 32 per cent to a record 8.3 million 
tonnes, all of which went to Japan. The second-rank. 
ing exporter is Brunei. 

Supplies from Indonesia accounted for almost 
60 per cent of Japan's LNG imports of 14 million 
tonnes last year, according to reports from Tokyo. 
Japan plans to boost its purchases to 45 million ton 
nes a year by the end of the decade 

Elsewhere, however, there is reported to be 
increasing scepticism about the future of LNG as a 
fuel, doubts have arisen both because of the relative 
expense and because of the vulnerability of importers 
to supply cuts. According to latest reports, plans for 
a dozen new plants designed to produce some 50 mil- 
lion tonnes of LNG annually in North Africa by the 
end of the decade have been shelved. 











The Algenan minister emphasised tha’ this was not 


the contract price, which was still under negotiation. 
“There is no contract price between Gaz de France and 
Sunatrach (the Algerian state hydrocarbons group). 
+ is in practice paying $3.70 per million BTUs,” 

Negotiations with the French company, which 
contracted to buy 4 billion cubic metres of Algerian 
LNG per year, have been deadlocked for 12 months; 
but although deliveries at umes dropped so low that a 
total of only 2.064 billion cubic metres was sold to 
GDF in 1980, supplies have not been suspended. 

Another bone of contention between the Algerians 
and the Americans was the duration of the new contract 
with El Paso, which had originally agreed to lift 10 billion 
cubic metres a year, but this matter had already been 
resulved before the Carter administration left office on 
January 20, Mr Nabi said. Algeria proposed a six-month 
contract split into two three-month periods, while the 
US waited a nine-month plus nine-month contract, he 
explained “Finally we reached a compromise on six 
months — six months.” 











Tha newsletter undertands that this meant a firm 
MA-month contract which would in principle be renewed 
without for a further six months. 

The collapse of the price talks involved enormous 
expense both for El Paso and for Sonatrach. The com 
bined cost of the construction of Algeria's LNG. | plant 
at Arzew, the installation of two re-gass'fication centres 
at Cove Point, Maryland, and Savannah, Georga, and the 
acquisition of four giant tankers to ply between them 
has been estimated at $4 billion In addition to its waite 
off, the Amencan firm has estimated its losses from 
sales of gas to customer in the US at $7 million per 
month after tax since deliveries were cut off. 


.. COLLAPSE OF GAS TALKS NEED NOT 
MEAN END OF ALGERIAN SALES TO US 


Our Washington correspondent writes 


Despite the decision of the El Paso company to write 
off its $375 million investment in gas-processing equip: 
ment, three other utilities involved in the 25-year project 
to import Algerian LNG are hopeful that talks will be 
resumed. 

The official word from the State and Energy Depart- 
ments is that ‘no further inter-governmental meetings 
are planned” with Algeria But Col bia Gas, Conso- 
lidated Gas and Southern Energy have not given up hope 
of reviving negotiations on a commercial basis Spokes- 
men for Consolidated and Southem say, moreover, that 
their firms have no plans to start writing down their 
investments, the combined investments of the threc 
companies in the two East Coast terminals designed 
for the so<alled El-Paso-| project come to about $600 
million: 

The crucial factor is likely to be the companies long: 
term need for gas supplie. So far the utilitves have mana- 
ged to cover the shurtfall created by the suspension of 
Algerian deliveries and they do not expect to be short 
for the remainder of the year But. a Columbia spokes- 
man sad. if Algenan gas does nut become available for 
the 25-year penod, the company “will certainly have to 
find alternative sources ” 
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OPEC SUPPORT FOR PRICE PARITY 
An Iranian proposal to link the prices of natural gas 





The . amounced by the Oil Ministry in 
Tehran, extra charges taking account of the 
heavy investment required to set up a natural grees. 
syste and also of other market factor 

Asserting that there was “a general understanding” 
within OPEC that gas prices were too low, spokesman 

proposed 











So far, US officials have Suggested that the short 
fall in Algerian supplies could be met by increasing ~ 
ports from Canada and Mexico - something which some 
government member would favour because gas from 
these countries is cheaper But a spokesman for Southem 
Energy told this newsletter (hat the Mexican option was 
unlikely to materialise because of Mexico's policy of 
limiting oi and gas exports to the US 

Souther was counting on Algerian LNG to ineet 15 
per cent of its needs for gas. while Columbia was rece: 
ving 5 per cent of its requirements from Algena before 
deliveries were cut off last April 

The failure of the pricing talks in Algiers has never. 
theless strengthened the conclusion of those who belie. 
ve that the US will rely far less heavily on LNG in years 
to come than had originally been supposed The Amen. 
can Gas Association. which represents the gas industry, 
once forecast that LNG imports wouk! climb as high as 
4 trillion cubic fect a year by the end of the current de. 
cade, compared with |.3 trillion cubic feet in 1977. it 
has since revised that estimate to about 2 5 trillion cubic 
feet by the year 2000 











ALGERIAN-U 8. GAS TALKS FAIL 
London 6 DAYS in English 7 Mar 81 pp 56-57 


(Text) 
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EL PASO, the US gas importers, have 
finally decided to throw in the towel after 
nearly a year of suspended supplies from 
Algeria The company is to write off $375m 
of investment in plant and machinery. and 
drop any hope of ever resuming the 19 Sm 

«bu metres of LNG they had been lifting 
per day until last April 

Deliveries were halted when the 
Algerians called for pricing parity between 
vil and yas Atthe tome, they calculated that 
such equivalence would give gasa 
Price tag of $6 per million . When El 
Paso representatives were unable to 
persuade the Algerian state oil and gas 
company Sunatrach to think again, the talks 
moved up to inter-government level. 

The Americans sought a compromise 
while the Algerians, with the tacit backing 
of other Opec producers, sought to 
establish a principle Last October it looked 
as if the US Department of Energy, whove 
Officials headed the US negotiations, were 
close to getting their way. The burden of 
their srgument was that if El Paso were to 
pay $6 on loading at the Algerian terminal 
at Arrow the cost by the time it reached the 
US mm one of El Paso’s nine purpuse -built 
LNG tankers would be nearer $8 per 
mull BTUs 

The negotiations broke down, however, 
and though they were resumed fitfully on the 
Mew sour mu further headway was made. El 
Pasey whey hus « supply contracts with other 
US companies like Columbia Gas System 
and have invested a total of $1.2bn in what 
vnce louked like a plentiful source of cheap 
gas. finally gave up when it was announced 
late last month that the US-Algerna talks 
were suspended indefinitely 

For Algeria. the low of US markets is no 
great blow Economically the parity pricing 
it seeks ts more likely to be accepted by its 
European customers. in particular France 
and Italy 


Gar de France is taking Algerian LNG at 
less than otl-parity prices. but is reported to 
have agreed to pay the oil equivalent price 
provided the increase is staggered. 

It took Algeria to vet the gas pricing issue 
rolling, but fellow Opec member Indonesia 
appears to have clinched the issue by 
persuading Japan to pay a landed price for 
LNG based on parity with the average for 
Indonesia crude vils 

Jakarta 1s now trying to improve the deal 
with the energy-hungry Japanese by 
increasing the gas price from one based on 
the oil average to one based on their 
top-grade crude The cost per million BTUs 
would then be $6.65 

The chances are that the Japanese will 
give in. As reported exclusively in & Days of 
26 July 1980, the US off companies Phillips 
and Marathon had been delivering 3.9m 
cubic metres of LNG a day to the Negivhi 
terminal near Yokohama at Alaskan on! 
equivalent price (for July 1980) of $5.46 
per million BTUs 

There 5 also much speculation about the 
Price Japanese companies agreed to pay 
Abu Dhabi for |.52m tonnes of LPG in a 
deal which was announced last week 

At Opec s unofficial summit in Geneva 
last month. [ran demanded that a concerted 
effort be made to force consumer countries 
to accept parity pricing for oil and gas. The 
Iraman oal ministry last week announced 
that its Geveva proposals were based on 
three criteria: 

@ Oil-gas parity according 10 BTU rating 
at source, 

@ Multiplying this price by a coefficrent 
reflecting market preference for gas over 
other petroleum fuels, 

@ Passing on some infrastructural caport 
expenses 

The scene thus seems set for a new areca of 
confrontation between indusinialised 
comumer countries and the producers 























BREAKS IN GAS NEGOTIATIONS WITH U.S, 
London 8 DAYS in English 14 Mar 81 p 37 


[Text] 
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A third contract is to come into force this 
year, with 5.15bn cu m a year coming from 
Artew to the new oe 
complex on the Atlantic coast. The 

of A LNG arrived in 
mid-February for technical start-up 
operations. The gas is coming from Skikda’s 
LNG-|1 unit, originally intended to produce 
for the American market. 

The Franco-Algerian LNG dispute has 
had some unexpected repercussions for the 


state oil , Francaise 
des Petroles ( -Total), which saw its 
access to crude reduced 


Set on comme 0 gum, Guttg OD 
next three years. 

In the long run, Algerien hydrocarbon 
experts believe that it will be easier to reach 
an LNG pricing modus vivendi with France 
than with the US. The French are more 

t on Algerian gas than the 
Americans, and the alternative of switching 
to Soviet gas supplies (France currently 
imports 4.4bn cu m of Soviet gas) is judged 
unacceptable in some French circles. 




















IMPROVEMENTS MADE ON SOVIET, WESTERN WEAPONS 
Cairo AL~AKHMBAR in Arabic 22 Dec 80 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Faruq al-Shadhili: “Director of Armed Forces Research Authority 
Declares: Three Officers Developed French, German and Soviet Missiles and Saved 
Millions of Pounde for State") 


[Text] Three Egyptian officers have been able to develop the French Crotale 
missile and the German Flag missile and to manufacture the Soviet BM-21 missile, 
thus saving the etate millions of pounds annually. 


This has been announced by Maj Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi, the assistant minister of defense 
and the Research Authority director, at the celebration marking the military 
scientific research day. 


The Research Authority has submitted several important recommendations to stream- 
line military spending in the new 1980-84 five-year plan. 


At the celebration, the officers excelling in the sphere of military scientific 
research and the winners in the military history competition were honored. The 
research submitted has included 9 studies on the lessons learned from the October 
war. A total of 389 officers from the various branches of the armed forces have 
contributed to these studies. 


Maj Gen ‘Ali Mahmud Shukri has won an award for the research he submitted to the 
Higher War College on the best methods and means to overcome gaps in air defense. 


Brig Gen Bishr Muhammad Hamidah won an award for the research he has submitted to 
the Defense College on Afro-Arab cooperation. Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Hafiz ‘Id from the 
Ministry of Petroleum has won an award for the study he has submitted to the 
Defense College on the oil crisis and its local and internationa consequences. 


Maj Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi, the assistant minister of defense and the Research Authority 
director, attended the celebration on behalf of Lt Ben Ahmad Badawi who asked to 
be excused due to his preoccupation with the People's Assembly sessions. The 
celebration was also attended by Maj Gen Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Ghaffar Hijazi, the 
assistant minister of defense and the Training Authority director, by a number 

of college deans and professors and prominent commanders of the armed forces. 














Deve opment and Streamlining Research 


At the opening of the celebration, Maj Gen Muhammad Salah-al-Din Hasan, the head 
of the Research Branch, delivered an address in which he said that the Fgyptian 
economy was affected by four ware before President al-Sadat's leadership and that 
streamlining expenditures is a must in the peace phase. This is why the armed 
forces have preceded all the state sectors in implementing this decision. 
Rationally, this means action and not just words and not reduction of budgets 
because the armed forces still have their strategic tasks that are no loss 
important than previous tasks, along with continued improvement of performance, 
of the Egyptian soldiers and weapons, of weapon maintenance arid development and 
continued improvement of the training. A total of (120) researchers have taken 
part in this reserach ahd have presented 27 separate studies which have produced 
the collective study on expenditure streamlining and the recommendations it 
contains. 


Honoring Examples 


He said that the Egyptian military have developed the (loading) system of the 
French Crotale missile and that France has adopted this development. The Egyptian 
military have also been able to introduce extensive development on eastern weapons 
as a result of the expecience they gained in the October 1973 battles. Most of 
the eastern bloc countries have adopted these changes. We are honoring today 


examples only. 


The first of these is development of the (loading) system of the French Crotale 
missile in a manner compatible wich the capabilities of the Egyptian soldier and 
with the speedy determination of damage. 





Development of the BM-21, a Soviet missile used by the artillery forces: The 
development has covered both range and the carrier head [al-ra's al-Hamilah]. This 
missile is produced in Egypt at present and will be even exported to a number of 
friendly countries. 


Production of German Flag missiles in Egype at higher efficiency rates: This 
missile used to be imported from Germany. Millions in hard currency have thus 
been saved. 


Military Symposium in April 


Maj Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi announced that the Research Authority will organiza a 
military symposium at the War College from 4-8 April 1981, that 16 studies will 
be discussed at the symposium and that ‘Ayn Shams University will take part in it. 
The ‘Ayn Shams University will also take part in a mil‘tary symposium to be held 
next September on Ahmad ‘Arabi's military qualities. 


The assistant minister of defense said that the Research Authority's accomplishments 
have also included gathering the combat experience and the lessons learned from 
combat in (the form of) publications, as they have included participation in 
mobilizational and combat training plans. The authority has also organized 
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numerous ecientific seminare at the mobiligational and tactical levels. Such 
seminars will be held at the strategic level next year. The authority has also 
exerted efforts to provide scientific military references in the various fields, 
to provide foreign military books and to prepare a plan to translate and dis- 
seminate them among the armed forces. A total of 983 military books and references 
have been completed [presumably meaning translated]. The Military Information 
Branch publishes 29 specialized magazines for the various branches. The 
Information Branch is also planning to issue a military publication and encyc- 
lopedia to familiarize the broad base with the most important issues attracting 
the attention of the Egyptian military. This is in addition to organizing the 
filing of military information. 


Research Centers 
Maj Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi added that a center for military history studies, the operations 


research center, the military museums center, the military records center anc 
the military libraries center have already been established. 
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MILITARY MEDICAL ACADEMY ESTABLISHED 
Cairo AL~MUSAWWAR in Arabic 12 Dec 80 pp 14-15 


[Article by Hamdi Lutfi: "New International Egyptian Accomplishment; Egyptian 
Higher Military Medical Academy in 10 Glorious Years of 1970-80 in Which al-Sadat 
Has Assumed Leadership of Egypt; Noble Humanitarian Face of War") 


{Text} An important Egyptian scientific military accomplishment has been realized 
recently. 


It is the Egyptian Military Medical Academy which has come as a natural and 
legitimate expression of the atmosphere and environment of the glorious October 
war. 


Thus, the ancient saying that “war also has its hoble humanitarian face" is 
confirmed practically. 


The management of this modern Egyptian medical lighthouse that has been born 
lofty has been entrusted to Maj Gen Muhammad Sa‘d-al-Din ‘Umar, the professor and 
doctor who has left his bright scientific imprints on the Egyptian military 
medicine edifice and the man with an international standing in surgeries of the 
digestive system. 


I have had this interview with the man and his aides, namely: Medical Officer 

Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-Mun'im ‘Uthman, the man who completed construction of the medical 
laboratoresi of our armed forces and who set up the blood bank and the professor 
of bacteriology who is currently in charge of the academy's Higher Medical Studies 
Authority; Medical Officer Staff Maj Gen Faruq Sarhan, the first physician to join 
the Higher War Academy and the man currently in charge of the specialized medical 
instituteg get up by the academy; and Brgi Gen ‘Adil al-‘Ajami, the officer in 
charge of the administrative and financial affairs. 


Medical Officer Maj Gen ga'd ‘Umar, the prominent surgeon who obtained his M.S. in 
general surgerv from Cairo University in 1951 and his fellowship in general surgery 
in 1958 and who worked during his training period in the hospitals of Liverpool 

and London Universities and specialized under the patronage of Dr Norman Tanner, 
the world reknowned digestive system surgeon, has said: 
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This important accomplishment, meaning the Egyptian Military Medical Academy, has 
come several years late. The academy was supposed to be established in the 1950's 
or the early 1960's because of ite importance in peace and war. Numerous countries 
have preceded us in establishing such medical edifices, including the United 
States, Britain, Yugoslavia, India, Pakistan and, finally, Egypt. 


The armed forces medical services perform a major and permanent role in time of 
peace, in time of preparation for war and in time a war in realizing the highest 
combat efficiency among the fighters and among all the other military specializa- 
tions that manage the armed forces’ theaters of operations. The medical services 
do this by selecting the fighters according to special health standards compatible 
with the quality of the advanced weaponry and with the human effort required to 
operate and use this weaponry at the latest international levels. The medical 
services also perform this role by conducting military medical research that keeps 
up pace with technological progress in all types of combat weaponry and in the 
various branches of medicine for which the research resources are not available in 
the Egyptian universities. 


On the basis of these considerations, there arose the need for a military medical 
academy in our armed forces so that it may carry the banner of teaching, training 
and research in military medicine specializations with the help of the scientific 
capabilities available in both our armed forces and the universities. This will 
inevitably lead to enhancing the scientific and medical standard of the medical 
services officers by encouraging them to research and study in order to obtain 
higher medical degrees, up to M.S. and Ph.D. degrees, in clinical medicine and 
military sciences. [t will also guarantee continued scientific development 
among the armed forces physicians, thus realizing higher standards of specialized 
medical services. 


Don't forget that the academy's educational and training message seeks, among 
other things, to create the assisting medical cadres and high-standard nursing 
cadres and to prepare them in accordance with the most modern standards. 


One of the academy's two wings includes the military medical specializations that 
are not taught at the medical colleges. Therefore, the academy shoulders and 
responsibility of teaching these specializations, of continuing their development 
and of enhancing the studies and research conducted on them both abroad and on the 
operation theaters of the armed forces so that we may have generations of 
specialists in these branches of medicine. In view of the fact that the medical 
services of our armed forces are built on a broad base of military physicians 
who have gained their experience in previous military operations, the various 
weapons used in those operations and the casualities they caused with their 
various forms and degrees of seriousness, we have found that these physicians 
are more capable of undertaking this development and we have provided them with 
the opportunity of ever- enewed study, research and familiarization. This is 
something which the academy's new institutes are eager to do. 


In reply to the question “what are the academy's institutes," Medical Officer Staff 
Maj Gen Faruq Sarhan, the prominent scientists, professor of bronchial asthma and 
the academy's assistant director, has said: 
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There are four institutes: The Military Medicine Institute which is located within 


the Medical Services School in al-Ma‘adi. This institute is specialized in the 
sciences of the organization and tactics of field medical services, surgery and 
treatment, prevention and treatment of casualities of total destruction weapons, 
field medical supply and the various other sciences in this field. 

Through this institute, the Military Health an Epidemiology Institute has also 
been set up in al-Ma/adi along with the Military Medicine Institute. This 
institute is specialized in military health sciences, preventive medicine, 
contagious diseases and related practical research, environmental health and 
vocational health. 


There is then the Military Naval Medicine Institute (which is setting up) and 
the Deep Water Medicine Center in Alexandria. This new institute is specialized 
in the sciences of naval medicine, the medicine of deep water diving, studying 
the health problems of the members of our armed forces and other specializations 
in the field of naval medicine. 


There is finally the Aviation and Space Medicine Institute which is located in 
the Air Force Hospital in al-'Abbasiyah. This institute is specialized in the 
sciences of aviation medicine and of whatever develops in the field of space 
medicine. 


There is finally the Aviation and Space Medicine Institute which is located in 
the Air Force Hospital in al-'Abbasiyah. This institute is specialized in the 
sciences of aviation medicine and of whatever develops in the field of space 
medicine. 


Another institute for missile and radiation medicine is being set up. This 
institute will specialize in the health issues of the air defense forces and in 
protection against radiation, radar waves and missile fuel. It will provide 
advance protection, as well as quick diagnosis and treatment, for the members of 
the air defense formations. 


I asked Medical Officer Staff Maj Gen Sa'd-al-Din ‘Umar: What is the academy's 
work plan that you will implement or that you have begun implementing and what 
are its details? 


I will mention to you the details of the Military Medical Academy's tasks that 
we have been implementing since last summer and before the law creating the 
academy was issued in the middle of November 1980: 


l. Qualify the active and reserve officers of the medical services in the various 
branches of military and clinical medicine so that they may obtain their M.A.'s 
or Ph.D.'s from the academy »>r from the Egyptian universities. 


2. Create cadres of highly-qualified military doctors to fill the leadership 
administrative and technical positions in the medical services. 
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3. Meet the demands of the armed forces in certain specialised acientific fields 
which the Egyptian universities do not teach, such as misaile medicine, deep 
water medicine and aviation medicine. 


4. Raise a generation of physicians specialized in military medical sciences 
according to the rules and systems of research in order to enable them to conduct 
applied research in their fields of work. 


5. Prepare a clase of military physicians to supervise the research and the 
actentific theses conducted by students in the field of military and clinical 
mediciae, with emphasise on the specializations that are not taught in the medical 
colleges of the universities because of their military nature. 


6. Enhance the scientific and practical standard of the officers of the medical 
services after they obtain their high degrees and train them to work as members 
of the teaching faculty of the academy's military and clinical medicine wings. 


I have read about the academy's curriculum which will be taught by a faculty 
comrised of military ;hysicians and civilian physicians who will be delegated 

to work with you. But I have also learned that you have another kind of teaching 
called “free etudy" and a third kind called “personal study." What about these 
two kinde of education? 


Personal etudy is conducted by supplying the references and papers on the subject 
being studied so that the students may read and familiarize themselves with the 
detaila of the subject in preparation for discussing, debating and consulting on 
it centrally. This personal study takes place during the time set for it in 

the program under the supervision f the specialized faculty members and is 
completed during the students’ free time. Enrollment in these courses is obligatory. 
The academy provides the classrooms with all the references, materials and papers 
necessary for personal study. Students are not at all allowed to take any printed 
materials outside the institute. 


Regarding free study, the prominent surgeon said: In view of the fact that no 
printed materials are allowed to be taken out of the academy of its institutes, 
it is essential that the free study take place in the classrooms set for this 
purpose. The academy opens these rooms for as long as the students need them. 
During this kind of study, the help of a faculty member may be sought to explain 


any vague points. 


The students may continue his free study for as long as he wishes or decides. 


In a camera tour of the modern hospital set up by the academy in Kubri al-Qubbah 
eo that it may become a practical teaching center for students, I tamiliarized 
myself with some of the medical activities of the academy professcers who practice 
obstetrics, gynecology, pediatrics, geriatrics and nuclear medicine. 


Regarding the academy's prominent a tivities in the field of clinical studies, I 


have learned that the methods of modern diagnosis are taught by using digestive 
system microscopes [manazir) inserted in the abdominal cavity. This is dom at 





the digestive syatem section of the academy's teaching hospital and the armed 
forces hospital in al-Ma'adi to diagnose liver and gall baldder diseases. 
Photoscopes are also used in the lymphatic digestive system to diagnose the 
diseases of the esophagua, the stomach, the large intestine and the colon. 


I have also learned that they teach the methods of diagnosing the diseases of 
the central and inner ear and of differentiating between these various diseases. 
This is done at the ear, nose and throat section of the academy's teaching 
hospital and at al-Ma'adi hospital. They also teach the methods of surgical 
treatment and the use of surgical microscopes. 


Thus, the October military environment and atmosphere have created this tremendous 
Egyptian scientific accomplishment, thanks to the mature patriotic awareness and 
the faith reflected inthe bright, piercing and guiding thought of a considerable 
number of our military medical officers who have fallen in love with and have 
sacrificed with their minds and their fingers for the Egyptian military. These 
men have thus created the noble humanitarian face of war in defense of the survival 
of man and of life. Egypt has created its Higher Military Medical Academy. 
Foremost among those who adopted the plan on paper and when it constituted only 

a emall start are Medical Officer Lt Gen Rifa'i Kamil, Medical Officer Maj Gen 
Ahmad Badr-al-Din and Medical Officer Maj Gen Ahmad Ibrahim ‘Ali, all of whom 
have retired from the military service. 


A greeting of appreciation and applause for those men who have continued to 
contribute until this day with their noblest sacrifices to this Egyptian Military 
Medical Academy--men who have continued to be unknown soldiers. Greetings and 
applause to Medical Officer Brig Gen ‘Abd-al-Mun'im al-A'sar, the professor of 
preventive medicine; to Medical Officer Lt Col UVsamah Hasan, the professor of 
human tissue; and to al-Namrasi, Badran and Ghandi, the computer engineers. 
Appreciation and applause to their scientific offerings among the ranks of the 
medical officers of our armed forces. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF SOLID MISSILE FUEL PLANT UNDERLINED 
Cairo AL~AHRAM fn Arabic 21 Dec 80 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Mun'im: "Sites on Egypt's Map That Live With Hope, 
Plant Life and Defy the Impossible; Egyptian City for Missile Engine Fuel 
Stretches Over 1,500 Feddans") 


[Text] With utter silence, without clamor and far from all the limelights, the 
men work with only one thing on their minds: Egypt. 


Those who make the miracles here are about to complete building an entire 


Eayptian city--about which perhaps nobody knows anything-—over an area of 1,500 
feddans to produce missile engine fuel. 


The picture here is truly a serious epic of integrated work that has known neither 
boredom nor rest in more than 30 years. 


In any case, if Egypt, and with it the entire world, celebrated a few days ago the 
third reopening ot the Suez Canal, then this tremendous work that is being carried 
out in silence is also one of Egypt's gigantic projects which must be surrounded by 
all the lights and applause. 


On the way to Military Plant 18 for the production of explosives, the eye sees 
nothing but vast stretches of desert lands. The land then bursts suddenly in Abu 
Za'bal area into a green oasis covered by a thick forest of trees announcing that 
serious work is going on in this area. 


The plant is headed by the same man who established it in 1951, namely Engineer 
Sayyid Yunis Darwish. This may be the first time that the reader hears about this 
man. This is a big mistake because it is unreasonalbe that we should have such 
men without anybody hearing about them throughout 30 years of work that has 
reached the limits of the impossible. 


Engineer Sayyid Darwish says: In the wake of the 1948 [Palestine] war and the 
feeling of the Arab side that it lacked the right weapon, we emerged with an 
important lesson, anmely the need to revive the war industries in Egypt. This 
industry peaked in the days of Muhammad ‘Ali. The colonizers then pounced on 
Egypt and their main concern was not to let this industry revive in our country 








ever again. After the 1948 war, we started to think of the need for a munitions 
industry. Complete plans were drawn up with the aim of securing this indsutry. 
Within thie framework, it wae essential to create an explosives industry to 
secury munitions within the framework of the Egyptian military industrialization 


atrategy. 


In 1950, the firet group of engineering officers was selected to undertake the 
responsibility of thie industry. Seven officers were selected and I was one of 
them. We all went to Sweden on a mission for familirization with and training 
on this industry. 


The mission returned in 1951 and we started to select the sites for the construc- 
tion of nine plants, five basic and four alternate plants to go into operation in 
case the basic plante came to a halt because, as you know, the gunpowder and 
explosives industry is a dangerous industry and the potential for accidents is 
present in them at every moment. The site had to be selected in the heart of 

the desert and far from populated areas. The choice fell on Abu Za'bal area 
because of its proximity to a water source--the Ismailia Canal--and Because of 
the availability of raw material supply sources, such as the fertilizer plant 
where (ulium?) acid is produced. This acid is one of the basic elements of the 
explosives industry. This is in addition to the presence of a road linking Abu 
Za'bal area with Suez where we get concentrated nitric acid which is produced for 
us specially by the Suez Fertilizer Company. 


To secure the plant's production technically against the dangers of gunpowder and 
explosives getting mixed with the sands that surround the site from every side, we 
had to transform this desert area into a forest that acts as a screen preventing 
the penetration of sands into the plant and reducing the intense heat of the 
atmosphere. We started to build the facilities necessary for the project: 

A water plant on the Ismailia Canal. 

A water pipeline to carry turbid water to the plant. 

A network of canals for irrigation with turbid water. 

A water treatment and purification plant to supply industrial and drinking water. 
High tension powerlines. 

Transformers to operate the equipment. 

A road linking the plant with Cairo. 

An internal road network. 

The sewarage and industrial drainage networks in the plant. 


A housing town for the minimum number of workers required to be available to the 
explosives plant on a permanent basis. 
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Tn 1955, the construction works were completed and the operation and production 
experiments started. This production has continued to develop to the point where 
we have now become the only country in the world with the complete technologies 
of the solid missile fuel industry, i.e. the fuel for missile engines. 


The man said this calmly and confidently. However, his eyes could not conceal 
the sense of pride a man feels when he realizes an outstanding accomplishment 
for which he has worked more than 30 years. 


Engineer Sayyid Darwish added: This plant is my whole life. I came here in 1950 
when the area was barren and when a jeep couldn't drive through it without (getting 
stuck in the sand). But it is now, as you can see, something different. It is 

a reality stretching over 700 feddans of our lands. Shortly and after completion 
of Project 90, the city of the missile engine fuel will be completed, will cover 
1,500 feddans and will realize many of our national goals within the strategy 

of military industrialization in Egypt. 


In the field of self-development, the plant's strategy has been based on the 
following principles: 


Emphaisze the ability of the Egyptian technicians, through modern management, to 
create and innovate in the sphere of technology and engineerir; research and use 
this ability to set up new projects with a successful Egyptian technology. 


Use local resources to implement projects with the smallest investments possible 
and, at the same time, with a minimum foreign currency factor. 


Implement projects that yeidl a high economic return, that serve the industrial 
sector and that bolster the balance of payments. 


The contract for Plant No 18 was concluded in 1948 in the wake of the Palestine 
war with the Swedish (Bufers) Company. The contract included five factories: 


nitrocellulose factory. 
nitrocellulose gunpowder factory. 
nitroglycerine gunpowder factory. 
nitroglycerin factory. 


trinitroglycerin factory. 


e222? # ? 


following production units were added during the 1958-75 period: 


A dynamite factory in 1959. 


The factory for bleaching (cotton fuzz) in 1963. 














The ethylene factory in 1965. 


The line for the production of anesthetic ether in 1963 (self-development). 
The line for the production of missile fuel in 1972 (self-development). 


The line for the production of the charges that propel mortar munition in 1972 
(self-development) . 


A factory for the production of (sulfonate) powder in 1973 (self-development). 


A factory for the proeuction of synthetic nitrocellulose in 1975 (self- 
development). 


A line for the production of the (anfu) explosive--a modern explosive that is used 
inetead of dynamite in dry areas, that is inexpensive and that helps reduce costs 
of explosion operations<-in 1974. 





There are six technological methods for the production of solid missile fuel. 
Military Plant No 18 is the only plant in the world that employs all these methods 
(the United States used five, France five, Germany four, England three and Sweden 
two only). 


In the sphere of raising efficiency by employing practical methods of management, 
the productivity of both equipment and individuals has been raised by way of the 


following steps: 


All the company's production operations have been studied and patternized and 
patterned production rates for both equipment and manpower have been set through 
the use of work measurement methods. These rates are used as a base in planning 
production and evaluating performance. 


Most of these studier have led to production increase rates ranging from 10 to 
20 percent over the contractual rates. 


The efforst to study the work have gone beyond the production activities and into 
the service activities with the aim of developing them and of reducing the time 
lost by formulating indicators to measure efficiency and to evaluate performance. 


Numerous studies have been conducted to raise equipment productivity by developing 
the processing methods and eliminating the bottlenecks in the production operations. 


Changing the nitroglycerin gunpowder production process from (solvent to non- 
solvent) has raised productivity from 500 kilograms per line per shift to 650 
kilograms per line per shift. 


Adjusting the design of the initial boiling process in the nitrocellulose factory 
has led to increasing the productivity of this process by 20 percent. 
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Plant No 18 hae been a forerunner in introducing the latest technological methods 
which have put it on par with the [plants of the)most advanced countries. We now 
have a etrong foundation for what we may call the Egyptian technology for the 
explosives and propuleion materiale industry. 


We left the man who has realized a difficult national goal and toured the plant: 
A beautiful tree foreat, hapyy and satisfied workers who do their work with utter 
enthusiaem, graceful villas (16 altogether), each comprised of 3 bedrooms and 

a living room, apartment buildings (7 buildings containing 126 residences for the 
workers), a kindergarten and an elementary school, a cultural club, a medical 
clinic, a movie theater, a swimming pool, a soccer field, a gymnastics hall and 
volleyball courts in every section of the company's. 


It ie the duty of every Egyptian to visit this plant. I must say that I have 
seen numerous similar European plants but our plant is the best. I headed for 
the plant in the morning, feeling tired and aware of the emptiness of the desert 
into which we were driving. I returned in the afternoon with awareness of the 
value of the man who works and works far from the limelights to serve a homeland 
that we need and one that needs all our efforts. 
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ARTILLERY EXERCISE DISCUSSED 
Cario AL~AHRAM in Arabic 24 Dec 80 p 6 


[Article by Muhammad 'Abd<al-Mun'im: "“Eagle-1: Bright Picture of October Forces 
After 7 Years of Great Effort") 


[Text] Eagle-1 is the name of the practical exercise we saw yesterday and in 
which live munition was used. It crowned the efforts of our armed forces throughout 
a full year of training. The exercise reflected the October experiences that have 
become a basic mainstay in our military structure. It also reflected the new and 
unique features of our armed forces since adoption of the policy of diversification 
of the weapon sources. At the same time, the Egyptian personality has left is 
imprints on both western and eastern weapons in the form of developments introduced 
into these weapons and equ!pment to raise their efficiency and combat capability 
and to subjugate them to our local goals and circumstances. The exercise also 
reflected the outstandi g efforts exerted by our men to streamline spending and to 
squeeze expenditures to the minimum without undermining the forces’ efficiency 

am combat capabilities. 


The purpose of the exercise was to use the infantry division artillery to defend 
central positions in mountainous terrain and to manage the division's defense battle 
by employing the forces’ combat [capabilities] and using all the weapons to stop 
and contain the enemy in fire pockets, to prevent him from spreading and to create 
the best conditions for carrying out counter offensives and blows and then to carry 
out the second line counter blow behind the screens of the defending fources and 

the artillery and air force fire in order to destroy the enemy in the mountainous 
areas in cooperation with the general command reserves, the air forces and the 
tactical air landing forces. The exercise was divided into: 


First stage: A parade of the weapons and munition improved with Egyptian efforts 
and including the following: 


Flag, the Egyptian flare: This missile is Egyptian in concept and design, has a 
range of 5 kilometers and flares for 60 seconds with the power of one million 
volts. These are capabilities and measurements that exceed those of the similar 
European model. 
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GM-21 Miseile With Carrier Head: The misaile's head ia loaded with anti-personnel 
mines and grenades and the misaile ia 100 percent Egyptian in concept and produc- 
tion. It is produced at the Saqr idvanced Industries Plant. A sum of 17 million 
dollars has been saved in the stage of the misaile development and the savings will 
reach 150 million dollars in the stage of quantitative production. 


BM-21 Missile--for training: It is a missile with the same shape and weight of 
the original Russian BM-21 missile. It has been produced by the Saqr Advanced 
we Plant. Thies miseile costs $400 whereas ite Russian counterpart costs 
1,400. 


Increasing Range of 130-MM Gun: The Egyptian expertise has been able to produce 
a new and modified (shell) in plastic form. This shell has the same destructive 
effect as the original shell of the 130-MM gun and hae a range of 4 kilometers 

whereas the original shell has a maximum range of 27 kilometers. 


Advanced Training Munition for 122-MM Howiczer: [This munition is designed) to 
maintain the high combat standard without big consumption. It is produced 
locally and it saves 3 million pounds annually. 


In the first stage of the exercise, the artillery fire was directed with the use 
of the (Islu) system. The use of this system is the result of Egyptian thinking 
and French production and our armed forces are the first to use this advanced system. 


Second Stage of Exercise: Various weapons were actually used in this stage to 
repel the enemy offensive. Modern and advanced equipment was also used in directing 
artillery fire and in destroying targets with anti-tank weapons. 


Third Stage: This stage reflected a true picture of the battle of the joint 
forces. The “second-line” mechanized division of the third army staged a counter 
blow. 


Staff Maj Gen Qadri ‘Uthman Badr, the commander of the Third Army, has said: 

This exercise concludes the 1980 training year. It has demonstrated the firm 
cooperation between the various weapons of the Third Army and the general command 
elements, as well as the cooperation with the air force and the air defense forces. 
It has also reflected the continued training on battles of the joint weapons. 


One of the characteristics of the modern battle is the big consumption of equip- 
ment, weapons and ammunition. In line with the policy of streamlining spending 
in the armed forces, modern ammunition and training aides have been developed to 
reduce ammunition consumption. 


The exercise has also demonstrated the importance of all forms of modern systems 
in managing artillery fire. 


We have also demonstrated the importance of rushing the forces to cross the 
separating areas at maximum speed and to keep firing end clashing during the 
approach, taking into consideration the accurate hitting of targets. 








One of the significant pointa that he has stressed is that the mechanized infantry 
and the tanks must fight side by side and must seize and occupy their targets in 
the mountainous areas by exploiting the armored vehicles whenever possible and 
without letting the infantry unite dismount unleas forced to do so by the terrain 
and by the enemy activity. 


The exercise has also demonstrated the importance of relying on the efforte of 
besiegement and outflanking detachments to reach the enemy flanks and rear. It 
has also highlighted one of the major issues that must be emphasized, namely the 
battle of the joint weapons where the infantry, the tank forces, the artillery, 
the engineers corps, the air force or the air defense forces cannot achieve the 
victory separately but must work collectively and in coordination and cooperation, 
each according to its characteristics, resources and capabilities and at the right 
time, to destroy the enemy, to regain the land and to achieve victory. 


Maj Gen Munir Ahmad Shash, the artillery commander, has said: 


In previous years, we used to stage tactical firing exercises for the artillery 
of all che divisions. However, to make the benefit general, we decided this year 
to restrict ourselves to one practical exercise at the level of the armed forces 
artillery to economize in spending. The basic thing is to spread experience 
and new ideas among all units and formations of the artillery. 


I would like to explain here what we mean by spreading the experience. The 
Egyptian artillery has gained a deep and varied experience that is rarely found 
in any other armies. This experience accumulated throughout long years, 
particularly since 8 September 1968 or the beginning of the war of attrition. 

The artillery was the vanguard that took the initiative away from the enemy 

after the 1967 war through the well-known artillery combat activities at the time. 
The artillery, along with the other weapons, continued to fight and to enhance 
its experience and crowned this exhausting effort with the glorious Ramadan 
[October 1973] war to which the artillery contributed with its guns and missiles 
which were one of the main factors in the success of the 1973 war. 


In the sphere of developing the indirect strike artillery, dozens of artillery 
battalions have been reorganized, rearmed and created and have been armed with 
medium weapons instead of the less effective weapons. Large numbers of battalions 
have also been reorganized, rearmed and created in the advanced missile artillery. 
In the sphere of direct strike artillery, the units of the guided anti-tank 
missiles have been reorganized and rearmed. 


Thus, the element of direct strike at the level of the units and the formations 
has been unified. Advanced anti-tank weapons have also been introduced, such as 
th- Swingfire anti-tank missile and the American (Alto) missile which is the 
latest guided missile in the world. 
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In addition to developing the weapons and the equipment, the artillery has been 
eager to also develop the systems of using the artillery in combat by exploiting 
the qualities of the sophisticated equipment according to the terrain and the 
atmosphere in the anticipated theaters of operation. Consequently, numerous 
atudies have been conducted in this regard by the Artillery Institute under the 
supervision of the artillery command. These systema have been tried in the various 
exercises of the armies and of the military districts. 


Ll would like to go back to what I mentioned at the outset about spreading the 
experience. All the goals and activities that I have mentioned will be seen by 
the artillery forces and other forces. Thus benefit will be spread and this is 
the goal for which this exercise has beenplanned. Be confident that the 
October spirit has taken deep root in the hearts of the men and be confident 
that the artillery and the armed forces are always prepared to carry out the 
tasks entrusted to them. 
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GENERAL'S BOOK ON ART OF WAR APPRAISED 


Gates —— AL-'ASKARIYAH (MILITARY MAGAZINE] in Arabic No 212, Sep 80 
pp 89- 


[Review and Summary by Professor Mahmud ‘Isa of the Book "History of the Art of 
War," Written by Lt Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu-Ghazalah"] 


[Text] The author of this book is a military thinker who has his distinctive 
characteristics and who is foremost among the contemporary thinkers in our armed 
forces. His style is characterized by clarity and simplicity and his writing by 
research, depth and conclusion. His articles and studies are a new and advanced 
addition, whether they are at the strategic, mobilizational or tactical level. 
His love for science and for learning runs in his blood and emanates from his 
desire to develop his thinking, to enhance his maturity and to infensify his 
awareness in his military field in whatever pertains to the duty he shoulders 

or performs-—-a duty which he wants to perform twice as well. 


_ He graduated from the Commanders and Staff College and from Nasir Higher Military 
Academy. He has also studied for several years in the Soviet Union. His hobby is 
fruitful writing and this is why he hasn‘t stopped writing in any stage of his 
military life. He has been supplying AL-MAJALLAH AL-‘ASKARIYAH ex iusively with 
his studies, articles and opinions, be they translated, quoted or composed 
personally, even during his service as military attache in the United States. 
Even while holding this position, he did not hesitate [to enroll and] graduate 
from the military college there in order to enhance his military knowledge and 
expand his studies and experiences. 


Moreover, Lt Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu-Ghazalah is a leading personality 
bound to values. He knows how to deal with his subordinates with love, apprecia- 
tion respect and encouragement. Hope radiates from his eyes, a smile dances on 
his lips and he always opens his heart and mind for his subordinates who 
reciprocate his love and respect. 


In the atmosphere of love, respect and kindness that he creates, he finds his men 
ready to respond to any order and obey any instruction with all their hearts and 
feelings. 
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He has written many books that cannot be rivalled by any written by officers of 

the armed forces. The books he has written total 33 in number. Lt Gen Muhammad 
"Abd-al-Halim Abu-Ghazalah, the prominent artillery professor, has held a number 
of major positions in the armed forces before becoming the armed forces chief of 
staff. The most recent of these positions were: The artillery chief of staff, the 
military attache to the United States, as we have already pointed out, and head of 
the military intelligence. 


All these positions reflect the supreme command's view of the humane and enlightened 
personality and leadership of Lt Gen Muhammad 'Abd-al-Halim Abu-Ghazalah, this 
command's confidence in him and its awareness of his intellectual level and his 
flexible ability to face events and to solve problens with quick wit and concen- 
trated thinking. 


As for his book “The History of the Art of War," I am proud of it for two reasons: 
First, the book's scientific value and, second, because the prominent author has 
been kind enough to dedicate it to me. It is a dedication that radiates love and 
sublime modesty. 


This book, "The History of the Art of War," which the author had decided to publish 
in parts and which was recently published [in one volume] by the Egyptian 
Universities Publication House in more than 200 pages illustrated with plates and 
maps, deals with the period from the pre-historic ages to the prophet's era. The 
author will follow this book with another one on the period from the prophet's 

era to the present and with a third study on the German Nazi war. 


The fact is that this book or, to put it more precisely, the first part of this 
book——"The History of the Art of War," includes a prelude divided into three parts: 


1. Art of war and its content. 
2. Art of war and bases of its development. 
3. Content and sphere of history of art of war. 


The writer has divided the first part of the book, entitled "The History of the 
Art of War," into four chapters. 


In the first chapter, entitled "The Art of War in Ancient Societies," the military 
thinker deals with the emergence of the art of war in the first field society and 
the art of war in the ancient eastern states, i.e. among the ancient Egyptians, 

‘n Mesopotamia, in ancient Persia, among the ancient Greeks, in the Macedonian 
army, in ancient Rome and Carthage and among the ancient Chinese. Here, the 
well-known artillery professor deals with ancient Chinese military ideas, with war 
and the various forms of conflict as viewed by (Sin Tzu) and with the art of war 
in ancient societies. 


When we move to the second chapter, we follow the Slavic art of war, including the 
art of war in the Slavic struggle against the Eastern Roman Empire [Byzantium], the 
Slavic campaigns against the B .lkan Peninsula in the fourth century, the Slavic 
struggle against Byzantium in the seventh and eighth centuries, the art of war in 
the ancient Russian states and its relationship with the [modern] Russian art of 
war. Here, the militarythinker also discusses the issue of the Byzantine Empire 
from the eighth to the llth cengury. 


46 














The author then moves to the development of armament and of the art of war in the 
ancient Russian wars of the ninth and 10th centuries, the characteristics of 

the Russian campaigns at the end of the ninth century and the first half of the 
10th century and the development of the russian art of war in the second half of 
the 10th century, concluding the chapter with the characteristics of the art of 
war in this stage. 


In the third chapter, the book deals with the art of war among the Arabs before 
Islam, discussing this issue in detail. He deals with the Arab historians, history 
and origins, with the Arabs before Islam, with the southern Arab kingdoms, with 
the kingdoms of Ma'in, Saba‘ and Himyar, with the Arabs of the north, with the 
State of Palmyra, with the Ghassanids, with the Kingdom of Kindah and with 

Hejaz. 


The author then deals with the pre-Islamic Arab wars, such as the wars of 
al-Basus, Dahis and al-Ghabra' and the war of al-Fujjar [the profligates]. 


In the last part, the author discusses tha art of war among the Arabs, especiaily 
during the life of the prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him. He starts 
with the appearance and dissemination of Islam, with the wars waged in defense of 
Islam, such as the greater Badr battle and the battles of Uhud, al=Khandaq, 
Mu'tah, Hanin and Tabuk. 


From this research, we can make some decisive conclusions: 


The art of war is constantly changing and new progressive theories replace 
outdated theories. These new theories are compatible with the modern political, 
material and technical circumstances and conditions. Every new war requires 
re-examination of all that preceded. 


Many commanders have played important roles in developing the art of war throughout 
history, such as Thutmose, Ramses, Alexander the Great, Khalid ibn al-Walid, 
Saladin al-Ayyubi and Napoleon. Each had his distinctive strategy and tactics 


While science generally is exerting efforts to draw a real and accurate picture of 
the world, military science draws a clear and precise picture of the laws of 
waging war and of discovering the bases for achieving victory. 


The art of war is considered a part of the military world [presumably meaning 
science] that studies the means of preparing for and managing war, an operation 
or a battle. It includes strategy, the art of mobilization and tactics. 


The relationship between strategy, the art of mebilization and tactics is a strong 
and firm relationship. Tactical and mobilizational success may lead to realizing 
one of the goals [and to improving] the level of the combat activity and the form 
of cooperation between the forces and the task of the two mobliizationsl commands 
[sic]. 


One of the tasks of the history of the art of war is to study the birth of new 
military theories and their role and importance in developing the art of war. 
There is no doubt that development of the art of war is affected by nu erous 
economic, political and social factors. 
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Concerning the characteriatica of war in the prophet's era, the author has said 
that the Islamic forces changed the method of combat movement to the degree that 
it can be said that war in the prophet's time was a war of movement. This is why 
the commanders were ekillfull in employing the element of surprise which is 
realised by extensive maneuvering and precise movement. 


The success of the Arab forces a. the time depended on a strong blow against the 
center of the enemy forces’ formation and the annihilation of this center 
altogether. Reconnaissance and the collection of accurate information on the 


enemy's strength, hie pointe of weakness and his armament and on the terrain 
[thue came into existence). 


In light of the accurate and definite information concerning the enemy, the prophet 
made his decisions on the battle formation and method. 


Finally, and after reviewing this subject, it must be acknowledged that to master 
the art of war and to understand all its concepts, the theory of war formed 
throughout history must be studied. 


lt is also necessary to etudy the military history th t teaches the ancient and 
modern combat experience and that discusses theory iu a historical framework. 
This is in addition to studying the laws governing armed forces. 


The fact is that etudying “The History of the Art of War" is of extreme significance 
to both the military and the civilian because it expands knowledge, entrenches 
concepts and helps one to understand the bases of strategy (which are of concern 

to the politician and to the military man). The best that we can say about this 
research is what the author himself has said: "This book discusses the art of 

war within the limits of the information that has been possible to gather, with 

the hope that it will be a step on the path." 
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U.S. ALLEGEDLY PLANS TO REPLACE KHOMEYNI BY LIBERALS 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 8 Feb 81 pp 1,2 


[Text] Liberals are making numerous efforts to transform the topic of how the 
“hostages” problem was solved into a lengthy discussion. One newspaper opens 
up a column and invites the people to raise their "critical views" in it. 
Another newspaper calls upon its readers for a "free discussion" about the 
“hostages” issue, and offers a program for this “free discussion." Another 
gives its telephone number so that people can express their views. Another 
sets about writing a series of articles, and so forth. 


These are not new tactics, and those “smoothing the way" for the United States 
and the counterrevolutionaries did not invent them, but rather have borrowed 
them from a “professor.” If, by the use of any deceit, by raising an issue (any 
issue), public opinion can be diverted from the genuine enemy of the revolution, 
and the revolutionary forces' attention can be led astray from the revolution's 
genuine enemy, the hopes of the liberals, the United States and the counter- 
revolutionaries will be realized. This is the same as "fianking fire" which the 
enemy uses in war. In a battle, the enemy opens fire from its flank on the 
combat forces which are advancing towards an objective so that those forces will 
be drawn towards that fire and led away from movement towards the objective. 

We must not be trapped by the liberals’ tactics. We must not be drawn by this 
"flanking fire," nor be drawn away from moving in our original direction. In 
order to repel this “flanking fire," fire must be opened from the “flank” and 
the main forces must continue to advance towards the original objective. 


Our genuine enemy is the United States, and right now we are at war with this 
enemy, whose hand emerges from Saddam's sleeve. We must not permit them to 
divert public opinion from the war with the aggressor regime of Saddam. Most 
importantly, we must not permit the people's attention to be taken off the deceit- 
ful, treacherous United States for even an instant. 


The greatest achievement of the capture of the U.S. spyhouse and the “hostage- 
taking" was and is that people everywhere in the country, the masses of millions 
in city and country recognized the genuine and ever-present enemy of their 
country, their revolution, their independence, their freedom, their existence, 
honor and reputation as the criminal and plundering United States, as imperialism 
led by the United States. The great revolutionary force of our heroic and 
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self-sacrificing masses were mobilized against this enemy of our people and all 
the world's people. The Iranian revolution's attention was turned on this 
genuine enemy and all its foreign and domestic allies. The revolution Leaped 
forward to a higher stage, to a stage of preservation, stabilization, and 
consolidation of independence, to a atage of “revolution greater than the firat 
revolution.” This great achievement must never be lost, and must be carefully 
remembered. The slogan “death to the United States" must constantly and always 
reverberate in Iranian skies, and ite ringing must not lessen for even an 
instant. 


The “hostages” issue has been settled. All that remains of it is the struggle 

to compel the United States to carry out the obligations it has undertaken. 

But the liberals want to make thie matter into the “issue” of the day, turn it 
into a controversy, and with this excuse weaken the government and smooth the 
way for their return to positions of power. They want to establish it as a means 
to lead the combative revolutionary thoughts and forces away from the genuine 
enemy, and put the people's awareness of the genuine enemy to sleep. 





The danger of the U.S. to the revolution and the Islamic republic is now greater 
than at any other time, because up to now every U.S. plot has been neutralized, 
and Saddam's aggressive war has not attained its desired objective, namely over- 
throwing the Islamic Republic of Iran nor even separating part of Iranian soil 
and setting up a “free Iran" within it. As a result only two solutions remain 
open to the United States. 


One of them is direct military invasion, preparations for which have been 
observed, and more extensive preparations for which are underway. The other is 
bringing a "moderate, temperate" government into power, meaning putting the 
liberals into positions of authority. 


The liberals, by striving to convert the topic of how the “hostages" problem 
was solved into the hot! issue of the day, into a flexible, "freely discussable" 
issue, on the one hand wish to divert attention from the direct danger of the 
United States, and on the other hand think they are gaining "respect" for 
themselves, For this reason, in the discussion of the “hostages,” they have put 
on the mask of "anti-Americanism," and claim that there has been compliance 

and compromise with the United States, that Iran has not gotten its rights, 

and there has been negligence and ineffectiveness, this and that happened. 

That is to say, if “we liberals" had been at work, we would have acted more 
revolutionarily, more irreconciliably, more severely! The compromising 
liberals want to introduce themselves as non-compromisers, and to profit from 
the anti-American spirit of the peop'e to gain respect in order to smooth their 
way for their takeover of the governing power, or so they imagine. 


This mask must be stripped from the liberals’ faces, the tactic of opening 
"flanking fire" must be exposed. The direction of the basic movement in the 
struggle against the genuine enemy--the United States--must not be lost. The 
war front must be preserved in the public's mind as the most important, 

acute problem of the day, and the fire of revolutionary enthusiasm against the 
United States must be kept burning brightly. 
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"U.S. MANEUVER IN OMAN' CONSIDERED ‘DIRECT THREAT TO IRAN' 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 23 Feb 61 pp 1,2 


{Text} Thies week a military maneuver of the U.S. army begins on the soil of 
Oman. Unite of the "Rapid Deployment Force" which will participate in the 
maneuver have already entered Oman. The execution of the maneuver will last 

two months. In addition to units of the "Rapid Deployment Force," unite of the 
U.S. navy and air force stationed in the Persian Gulf region will also 
participate. Considering Oman's geographic and strategic position in this region, 
in reality the execution of this military maneuver on its soil amounts to a 

dress rehearsal for military operations, with the ultimate aim of the landing of 
forces and the military occupation of countries in the region. 


Following the victory of the revolution and the establishment of the Islamic 
Republic in Iran, and also the victory of the revolution in Afghanistan, American 
imperialiem made a pretext of the hostage situation in Iran and the events in 
Afghanistan to expand its air force and naval bases in this region. During 

the past two years the United States has solidly entrenched ite largest air and 
naval task force within this region, i.e., the Indian Ocean, the Persian Guif 
and the countries neighboring Iran. In addition, the U.S. military bases have 
been expanded on the soil of its allies in the region and new military bases 
have been established. All of the military facilities and bases of Egypt, 

Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Oman have been put at U.S. disposal. 


American imperialism has established new military bases, air bases and navy 
bases in Oman, Somalia and Kenya. In keeping with the plans of the U.S. state 
and defense departments, the question of the formation of a military alliance in 
the countries of his region has been raised; and military cooperation has been 
expanded among the anti-popular regimes of its allies, such as Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, Oman, Egypt and Pakistan. 


Naturally all these military and political undertakings are a direct threat to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the member countries of the Resistance Front. 
One of the main goale of these undertakings is to prevent the development and 
expansion of people's liberation movements in the region. 


Considering the statements of U.S. government officials concerning U.S. foreign 
policy and politico/-military strategy, the U.S. military maneuver in Oman is a 
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new and dangerous phenomenon which may result in a widespread armed conflict in 
the region. Carter, the previous U.S. president, announced a new doctrine of 
American foreign policy according to which many areas of the globe, especially 
those which are important from the point of view of energy resources and strategic 
location, are considered security sanctuaries of American interests." If any 
danger should threaten these "security sanctuaries of American interests," the 
U.S. government “hae the right" to defend them with armed forces. Moreover, 

U.S. military experts have brought up the theory of "limited nuclear war" and 
have advised the U.S. government to make use of nuclear weapons in regional 
conflicts. (By "regional conflicts" it ise meant the suppression of national 
liberation movements and revolutions in various areas of the world). Moreover, 
in the first days of assuming his post, Reagan, the new U.S. president, labeled 
people's liberation movements as “terrorist” activities and accused the USSR, 
which aids these movements, of helping “international terroriem." Hence with the 
announcement by officials of the American government of such stands with respect 
to the independence of countries and peoples and toward liberation movements in 
various parts of the world--from the Middle East to Central America--it can be 
seen that U.S. imperialism has declared military aggression and armed inter- 
vention as its official government policy, and that it is also implementing then. 


The military maneuver of the U.S. army is Oman, which is a continuation of the 
extended preparations for war by the United States in this region, is a new 
provocative undertaking against the Islamic Republic of Iran and other 

national independent countries of this region. In addition to preparing for war 
and conspiring militarily against the revolution and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, U.S. imperialism is instigating the anti-popular regimes which are its 
affiliates against the Islamic Republic of Iran. To undertake conspiracies and 
destructive activities in various regions of Iran by making use of the means at 
their disposal. Just recently news was published about conspiratorial activities 
carried out by Pakistan and Oman in the province of Baluchestan. The anti- 
popular regimes of Pakistan and Oman, affiliates of the United States, are 
striving at the command of their master to arm and organize the anti-revolutionary 
elements in this province. By bringing about disturbances and civil war in the 
provinces, they hope to form a base for all the anti-revolutionary forces and to 
create favorable conditions for military intervention against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 


In the context of such undertakings, the military maneuver of the U.S. army in 
Oman is clearly a provocative and adventurist activity against the revolution 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran. Therefore the responsible officials and organs 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran are dutybound to react strongly to the adventurist 
actions of U.S. imperialism. They must categorically condemn them and demand 
their cessation through all means, among them through international organizations, 
and by establishing coordination with the member nations of the Resistance Front, 
and issuing official government protests. 


The experiences of the two year period following the victory of the revolution 
confirm the fact that from the first day of the victory of the revolution and 

the establishment of the institutions of the Islamic Republic of Iran, American 
imperialism and the anti-popular regimes of its affiliates in this region have 
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not neglected any form of effort and activity to weaken and overthrow the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. Every day a new conapiracy againet our country ie set 
into motion. 


The preservation of the fruits of the revolution and the defence of the Lelamic 
Republic of Iran in face of aggressive plote and imperialistic conspiracies 
demand that the lelamic Republic of Iran expand ite multilateral alliances and 
cooperation with the independent, anti-imperialist nations and the progressive 
forces in thie region to the extent possible. The preparations for war and the 
aggressive conspiracies of American imperialiem and its anti-popular puppet 
regimes in the region are aimed at all the independent nations, progressive and 
anti-imperialist regimes, and independence-seeking peoples in thie region. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the independent anti-imperialist nations and all the 
progressive forces of this region can bring about the defeat of these 
conspiracies of American imperialism through organizing a united front and 
expanding their relations and cooperation, acte which without doubt will enjoy 
the protection and backing of all the anti-imperialist and progressive forces of 
the world. 
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FORMER PREMIER DISCUSSES LSSUES 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 25 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] In connection with the announcement of a Thursday talk by Engineer 
Bazargan, Dr Sahabi, Dr Yagdi, and Engineer Sabaghian, Majles deputies, and also 
concerning issues raised in yesterday's meeting with Bazargan, the three above 
deputies and the Imam, Engineer Bazargan said in an interview: "Concerning the role 
of those who resigned from the provisional government last Aban (23 October - 

21 November], so far a great many ministers in the provisional government have 
taken on sensitive jobs since their resignation and were chosen as Majles deputies 
during the elections under the name of the “Hamnam" group. We have also continued 
to publish articles in the newspaper MIZAN and to serve and carry out responsibili- 
ties. Of course, in this regard the radio and television and some of the mass 
media have insisted on not mentioning us, and out of necessity and in order to 
respond to the people concerning this we decided to respond through this announce- 
ment to the many questions people have asked of us and to the expectations and 
hopes they have. We will explain our policies and positions to the people, 
reasonable deputies and nondeputies, and those concerned about the Islamic 
Republic. This has not been done for the purpose of creating civil disturbances 
at all." 





Engineer Bazargan said: "It is not our intent to weaken the government. Neither 
are we seeking rank or position, now or in the past. Our record demonstrates 

this. From the time of our first assumption of office we have maintained a standing 
offer of resignation in order to leave office in the event of necessity." 


Concerning his visit with the Imam along with Dr Yazdi, Dr Sahabi, and Engineer 
Hashem Sabaghian, Engineer Bazargan said: "We had all previously bien to see the 
Imam individually when necessary, and this time also we thought we ought to see the 
Imam before speaking on Thursday." Engineer Bazargan said: “The Imam is upset 
because people are coming to him and saying bad things about Mr Bani Sadr, about 
us, and about the Islamic Republican Party, and he said that this is agonizing for 
him. The Imam said: ‘All these people mean well, and they are united in their 
desire to be of service, tut it is possible that people do not have a unified view 
in this area at times. These differences of opinion are clearly not deliberate.' 


" Engineer Bazargan said: "The Freedom Movement has espoused unity from the beginning 
on the basis of the unity that has been written into its constitution. This has 
been our view since the time of the provisional government and also in the newspaper 
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MIZAN, Some groups, however, instead of meeting this call for cooperation, have 
rejected it and approached it with suspicion,” Quoting Dr Yazsdi at the meeting with 
the Imam, Engineer Bazargan said: "The sharp tongues and daggerlike pens that 

have rained down on us in the period of just over a year since the resignation of 
the temporary government have been painful, while all the measures enacted during 
the tenure of the provisional government were ordered by the Imam and received 
approval from the Majles, and we made everything public." 


Engineer Bazargan was asked for hie view of society and ite state. In answer, he 
said: “We will anewer this question in our talk on Thureday." Concerning the 
program for Thureday, Engineer Bazargan said: "On that day, all four of the 
announced representatives, who are members of the Freedom Movement, will speak to 
the people and will report to their constituents on the last 8 months. We will 
definitely anewer the people's various questions, and in general we will explain 
our policies and overall views concerning the country's problems as a whole." 


In conclusion, Engineer Bazargan added: "We hope that those who attend this pro- 
gram will refrain from all forms of confrontation. Fundamentally, there is no 
reason for incitement and confrontation." 
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TRAN 


EFFORTS BY TUDEH PARTY TO DISCREDIT FORMER PREMIER BAZARGAN 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 24, 25, 26 Feb 81 
[24 Feb 81, p 1) 


[Text] The newspaper MIZAN, organ of the followers of the Brzezinski line, which 
has been under intense pressure with the spread of the people's anti-imperialist 
revolution, as usual, imagining that it will alleviate this pressure, has sharply 
intensified its abusive language and slander against the Tudeh Party of Lran--all 
of which is the creation of the CIA and the SAVAK without the slightest innovation 
in this area on the part of the publishers of MIZAN. It does not appear, however, 
that the followers of the Brzezinski line will be able to evade the questions 
people are asking of them, questions that are quite “unpleasant” and “unwelcome”, 
These questions concern “work" that these gentlemen have done, “work" that is 
“neither honorable nor likely to produce good results", and these gentlemen are 
struggling desperately for just this reason. After all, political brokering is 
not an honorable profession", and if the people understand what is going on, they 
can be very "dangerous"! 


Our people, however, have shown that in the struggle to obtain their rights they 
are tireless and persevering, and they will not relent until they have the answers 
to their questions. 

Here are some of the people's questions: 

Questions 

Who helped Bakhtiar the traitor escape when he got into trouble? 

Who tried to prevent the execution of the criminal Hoveyda? 


Who had planned to appoint the condemned Nasser Moqaddam, chief of SAVAK, as 
commander of the military secret police after the revolution? 


Who complained obsequiously to the American spies about the Shah at the height 
of the criminal Shah's killing of the people? 


What is MIZAN's view of the following statement, which was published by the 
"Students Loyal to the Imam's Line"? 
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"The CIA wante the American Charge d'Affaires in Stockholm to tell Entezam that 
we are ready to exchange information after the 10 September plan is carried out. 
The Charge will ask Entezam to get in touch with Yagdi, and Yazdi will confirm 
exchanges of information with you to the day. Our aim in pursuing this policy 
is to assure you (the Charge d'Affaires) that Entezam and Yazdi are in full 
agreement concerning these meetings". 


(Expose number 3, page 141) 


What does it say at she top of documents belonging to the Lranian Embassy in 
Washington? 


[25 Feb 81, p 1) 


[Excerpt] What is MIZAN's view concerning the following statements by Engineer 
Bazargan with regard to the “Moslem Students Loyal to the Imam's Line"? 


"They call themselves followers of the Imam's line, and those they expose are 
followers of the devil. This one is this, that one isthat... The ones that say 
we followed a crooked path with America and sought to accomodate them are 
dishonorable. They are counterrevolutionaries." 


(speech at the Narmak Mosque, 19 Esfand 1358 [10 Mar 1980)) 


What if MIZAN's view of cthese remarks, which were taken from the documents 
exposed by the "Moslem Students Loyal to the Imam's Line"? 


"On the other hand, I believe that the government will strive to balance mutual 
political relations with American and the rest of the Western countries. My 
recent meetings with the Prime Minister aod his fellow minister clearly showed 
their desire to conclude technical and economic agreements, including those for 
spare parts and the presence of military advisors... If this government remains 
in power, economic and political relations will be such that our situation will 


improve." 
(expose number 3, page 6) 


In MIZAN's view, why did ‘Ali Mohammad Lzadi, a feudalist with a half million 
dollars in capital, who wrote a letter to the American Embassy on 20 Khordad 1358 
[10 June 1979], that is, at the peak of the revolution and the killing of the 
people by the Shah's puppet regime, saying he wanted to be a “useful citizen for 
America" and to create “capital and concessions for there", become Minister of 
Agriculture in the provisional government? 


Are there other green card holders like Izadi among the people who are running 
MIZAN? What are their names? 


What is MIZAN's view of the following comments by Engineer Bazargan which he 
made after the plot to take the Shah to America? 
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"At the time of the revolution's triumph, there was not so much rancour and 
enmity for America. There was no talk of trying the Shah and getting his money 
back (!), nor of executing him. The most we wanted wae to cut him out of 
Iranian affaires. 


(Speech at the Ershad Hosseyniyeh, 25 Aban 1358 [16 Nov 1979]) 
[26 Feb, pp 1, 2) 


[Excerpt] On 6/2/58 [26 April 1979], Cyrus Vance, Secretary of State in the 
Carter government, while interrogating the American Embassy in Tehran, asked: 


Where does Yazdi stand? After his move (to the Foreign Ministry), did he gain 
more power or lose power? 





How did Foreign Minister personnel react to him? Has there been any predictable 
effect on policy? 


(Expose number 6, page 1) 


In MIZAN's view, why was Vance interested in Yazdi's position and power? What 
is MIZAN's view concerning this question? 


What is MIZAN's view concerning the following statement which appeared in the 
documents exposed from the American spy nest? 


“The [ranian Charge d'Affaires in Algeria told me today that he would get in 
touch with Tehran in order to ask about the possibility of Bazargan or some 
other government official's willingness to meet with Dr Brzeainski or some other 
American official visiting Algeria. 3 October 1979 (10 Mehr 1358)" 


(Expose number 3, page 41) 


Why did the provisional government's delegation Engineer Bazargan, Yazdi, 
Chamran), which went to Algeria to meet with Brzezinski, having had advance 
knowledge of his coming to Algeria, conceal this matter from everyone, even 
Imam Khomeyni? 


Why did Dr Yazdi say, after the revelation of meetings between the provisional 
government's delegation and Brzezinski, that he had had no knowledge of Brzezinski's 
coming to Algeria? 


What was the protocol of the secret talks between the provisional government's 
delegation and Brzezinski? Why doesn't MIZAN publish a verbatim transcript of 
these talks in order to remove any doubt or suspicion concerning the leaders 
of the provisional government and the people who publish MIZAN? 


Why is MIZAN so afraid of publishing the text of the talks between the pro- 
visional government's delegation and Brzezinski? 
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What is MIZAN's view concerning people such as Naziyeh, Moqaddam Maragheh'i, 
Amir Entezam, ‘Alavi, Mohaqaqi, Tavakoli, and Madani, who held high positions in 
the provisional government and later turned out to be traitors and spies? 


What is MIZAN's view concerning the land reform law approved by the Revolutionary 
Council, and especially paragraph "J" [6th letter of the Persian alphabet]? 


What is MIZAN's view of the article in the constitution that pertains to 
nationalizing foreign trade? 


What does MIZAN think of the plundering merchants who suck the people's blood 
with complete impunity and take inflated profits at the price of the rapid 
deterioration of the situation of the toiling masses? 

What is MIZAN's view of the big plundering capitalists who, besides their 
fearsome exploitation of the workers, sabotage production in order to further 
American imperialist plots? 


What is MIZAN's view of American imperialism? Does MIZAN regard American 
imperialism as the chief enemy of the revolution and the Islamic Republic of 
Iran? Does MIZAN fundamentally view American {imperialism as an enemy? 


(Other questions from the people for the followers of the Brzezinski line will 
appear elsewhere. For now we will stop here.) 
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IRAN 


TUDEH ORGAN COMMENTS ON ‘HOW TO FIGHT LIBERALS' 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 24 Feb 81 pp 1,2 


[Text] Nearly two years have passed since the triumph of Iran's great and 
splendid revolution. During this period of time, which is no small period of 
time, one of the great lines of conflict has been the battlefront between the 
true revolutionary forces and the liberal bourgeoisie of Iran. This liberal 
bourgeoisie, as we know, obtained important leverage within the echelons of 
power with which to slow and modify the revolution in the beginning with the 
installation of the provisional government, and after the fall of the provisional 
government, again for an extended period of time there remained important 
leverage in liberal hands such as the Foreign Ministry, Radio and Television, 
and others. We have reached a point where all true revolutionary forces have 
come to believe that the liberals want to pave the way for the return of 
imperialism and the counterrevolution, that the liberals must be removed from 
Iran's domestic and foreign political arena, and that their influence must be 
cut out of the executive and decision-making organs of the government. All the 
true revolutionary forces, however, do not yet know exactly how the liberals 
can and must be fought and how they may be permanently vanquished. 


In order to fight the liberals and to destroy their political, social, and 
economic positions, it appears that in the main work must be done in three areas: 


First: The realm of propaganda, that is to say the exposure and identification 
of the liberal bourgeoisie's characteristics in the revolution's current 
situation, and exposure of liberal positions in various political, economic, 
social, cultural, and other areas, 


Second: Removal of the deficiencies and errors that provide the liberals with a 
pretext to style themselves as "welfare-minded reformers" and allow them to earn 
"the respect of the nation." 


Third: Most importantly of all, seizure of the economic assets of all the 
wealthy and the dependent capitalists, and thereby, by pulling out the roots of 
the counterrevolution, depriving the liberal bourgeoisie of a socio-economic 
basis for a counterrevolution. 
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In the domain of propaganda it must be noted that expose’s ought to be conducted 
in such a way that there is no indication of spite or personal differences. 
Liberal positions must be shown as an aspect of capitalism through accurate, 
comprehensive analysis, an aspect of capitalism that is profoundly opposed to 

a revolution for the benefit of the toiling masses and the dispossessed, which 
continuously moves closer to unity with the counterrevolution in a time of a 
deepening of the revolution, and which has assumed the task of paving the way 
for the counterrevolution both domestically and abroad. It must be noted that 
if the people have a confused notion concerning the liberal bourgeoisie, it is 
not to the detriment, but to the advantage of liberals. For example, if someone 
says that liberals are "irreligious, some liberal bourgeois representative, who 
has always kept up his prayers, will depict his own life as that of a faithful 
Moslem and, while repudiating charges of irreligiosity, will try to promote his 
class standing and political position, and even to justify them. Also, if 
exposure of the liberal bourgeoisie is tainted with elements of personal rivalry 
or is done for a grandstanding effect, the liberals will inflate this element 
and will conceal their political, economic, and social positions behind this 
defense. 


The exposure of the liberal bourgeoisie and of this class of capitalists, who 
fear a deepening of the anti-imperialist, people's revolution and are so driven 
by fear that they have entrenched themselves with the counterrevolution, must be 
free of any kind of false labeling, in order that it may reveal the liberal 

as a fairweather friend of the revolution, who has chosen a path toward the 
counterrevolution and in alignment with the counterrevolution, in the minds and 
thoughts of the people. 


In the area of depriving the liberals of pretexts, all forces of intellect and 
executive power must be utilised in order to rectify deficiencies, shortages, 
and errors. The liberals, who cannot openly stand in opposition to a deepening 
of the revolution and in favor of preservation of the economic and social bases 
of the counterrevolution, try to draw the struggle into the domain of the 
deficiencies, malfunctions, and errors that exist, These people exaggerate the 
most miniscule deficiencies and malfunctions, the slightest error, the least 
monopolistic tendency, the inexperience of this or that organ, an unjust verdict 
from some court, some ill-advised act by a revolutionary guard, and every 
undesirable situation which has occurred for some reason or purely by accident, 
and they justify their political "line" (whether domestic or foreign) through 
the use of this propaganda techniques, and they portray its implementation as a 
cure for the alleviation of deficiencies, shortages, and errors, 


For example, in the matter of purging the government of counterrevolutionary 
elements and elements from the former regime, there has been ineptitude and 
extremism. The liberals seize these malfunctions that have occurred in the 
purging process as an occasion for inflammatory criticism, concluding in the 
meantime that the purging of the various administrations was basically a mistake 
and never should have been undertaken. 


Or for example, as a result of the economic sanctions, to which our country 
was exposed by the imperialist governments led by America, some specific 
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difficulties were produced. The liberals exaggerated these difficulties in an 
inflammatory way, concluding in the meantime that the way to deal with them is 
by accommodating America and the imperialist Weet. They claim that basically a 
policy of struggle and contention with America ‘te wrong. 


Accordingly, deficiencies, shortages, malfunctions, errors, extremism, and 
monopolistic tendencies are really a form of alignment with the liberals, a kind 
of fodder for liberal propaganda, and a form of opportunity for the liberals. 
They must be drprived as much as possible of (hese allies, this material for 
propaganda, and these opportunities, eo that they may not hide their face behind 
the deception of superficial criticiem, and so that their face will appear with- 
out any alteration and more clearly in the eyes of everyone as the face of 
accommodation with America. imperialiem, and the counterrevolution. 





The most important arena of combat with the liberals, however, is the domain 

of the fight to confiscate the economic resources of all dependent capitalists 
and rich people. In current circumstances, in which the liberal bourgeoisie of 
Iran has clearly turned its back on the revolution and is working to “pave the 
way for the counterrevolution," it has nothing to lean on and no defense 

except the potential force of a counterrevolution. A potential counter- 
revolution resides mainly among the dependent capitalists and the wealthy. 
Therefore, with the seizure of the economic resources of the dependent 
capitalists and the wealthy, the foundation of the liberal bourgeoisie will 
disappear, the liberals will be individually isolated more than before, and 

they will be de-fanged and detoxicated. Thus, if all the large dependent 
industries and all foreign trade is nationalized, a centralized banking system 
is established directly under government control, a sufficient and necessary set 
of plans for cutting the dependence of domestic capitalists on the imperialist 
capitalist monopolies is adopted and implemented in a timely way, and also if the 
land reform law ‘including paragraph "J" [sixth letter of the Persian alphabet)) 
is fully and entirely put into effect throughout the country, at that time not 
only will a decisive and devastating blow be delivered to the potential 
counterrevolution, not only will a great force be mobilized through the toiling 
people for more decisive and active protection of the revolution, but at the 
same time the liberal bourgeoisie will be deprived of its economic counter- 
revolutionary base of support and consequently it will be isolated, totally 
helpless and without a lifeline. 


Overall, under present circumstances, the liberal bourgeoisie plays the role of 

a bridge over which imperialism and its "Iranian" counterrevolutionary allies 
come and go. The counterrevolutionary foundations of that bridge must be 
destroyed and this bridge demolished in order to assure the security of the 
revolution and to enable the revolution to proceed unencumbered along a deepening 
and widening road for the benefit of the toiling masses and the dispossessed. 
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IRAN 


MEMBERS OF BAHRAIN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION INTERVIEWED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 8 Mar 81 p 4 


(Text) Tabriz--Two Bahraini struggling sisters, who are members of the Islamic 
Liberation Organization of Bahrain, arrives in Tabriz at the invitation of the 
Moslem Students’ Organization of the University of Tabriz, to visit the cities 
of Eastern and Western Azarbaijan provinces. 


In connection with her trip to Iran, Ms Entesar said: Accompanied by my other 
sisters, it is approximately 10 months that we have come from Bahrain to Iran, 
because the regime of Al-e Khalifah has adopted an undesirable and pro-American 
policy. The regime is a U.S. puppet, opposing the line of Islam and that of 
Imam Khomeyni. We started an Islamic propaganda campaign in Bahrain. We were 
holding conferences for the people at Manama, and were also engaged in propa- 
ganda activities in the villages close to the city. 


Continuing her comments, she added that the antipopular puppet regime of Bahrain 
was threatening us, and was trying in the meantime to keep us from holding con- 
ferences and conducting propaganda, because they were scared of the establishment 
of ‘Ali's regime of justice, which is our [main] target. That is why I and 
several of my sisters were detained in Bahrain's prison. One of these sisters 
was Umm Da'am, who is very famous in Bahrain because of her struggles waged 
against the regime. She was an instructor in the schools of Bahrain, and was 
making efforts to have the pupils comprehend the real values of Islam, but in 
those schools there existed teachers who were agents of the so-called Security 
Organization. They were threatening and urging her to stop her propaganda 
activities, and thus she was subjected to psychological torture. 


Continuing the conversation, the Bahraini sister said: Among other tortures 
exercised in Bahrain, one of them is as follows: The person in question is being 
placed in a dark room, and then after a while they come and tell her, for 
instance, that her husband or a family member has come to visit her. The 
prisoner, having been detained in a dark room for a long time, hurries to the 
meeting place in a good mood, but she notices with surprise, that a number of 
prostitutes welcome her with a sarcastic smile on their faces. Or, the prisoner 
is told that someone wants to talk to her by telephone. Then instead of hearing 
the [familiar] voice of a relative over the prison telephone, the prisoner hears 
a series of obscene words uttered by dissolute women and men. 











Among other activities, she continued, carried on in Bahrain, was the publication 
and distribution of the books relating to the movements of Moslems in Bahrain, 

as well as the lectures given and speeches delivered for the people. We were 
also printing secret publications, sparing no efforts to do our best--within the 
limits of our possibilities--and to have our voice heard by the Moslem people of 
Bahrain. Part of our activities was the dissemination in Bahrain of Imam 
Khomeyni's speeches. 


Referring to the background history of the Islamic Liberation Organization of 
Bahrain, she said: 


Our organization was brought into existence, comprising the citizens of our 
nation, in the year 1975-76. Our Moslem nation, witnessing the oppression 
inflicted upon it by the puppet regime of Bahrain, and the existence of U.S. 
bases in its country as well, [determined] to establish the organization. I have 
to add also, that the Bahraini army is composed of Iraqi, Jordanian, American and 
Saudi soldiers. Our nation is becoming [more and more] alert, and the best proof 
for this claim are the demonstrations taking place throughout Bahrain against the 
U.S. puppet regime. 


Ms Entesar continued her statements as follows: 


The slogan of our organization too is "Neither East nor West--Islamic Revolution." 
For that reason our target too is to reach God. The Islamic Liberation Organiza- 
tion of Bahrain is of the opinion, that the line of Islam could only be followed 
on a continuous basis under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni. That is why we 
believe in religious jurisprudence, and do not recognize any religious authority 
and leader other than Imam Khomeyni. The Iranian nation, as well as the nations 
of the oppressed countries of the world should know that there exists nobody, 
except Imam Khomeyni, who could be a religious authority and leader at the same 
time. 


Another sister, called Zinat, supplementing the statements of her fellow- 
companion, noted that the government of Bahrain is a pro-U.S. government, the 
policies of which are based on the political attitudes of the West. The popula- 
tion of Bahrain is approximately 250,000, and its school curriculums are not 
based on Islamic principles, because they have been acquired from Western educa- 
tional systems. For instance, 8 hours English is being taught in a week, whereas 
only 2 hours’ time is allocated to the teachings of religious jurisprudence. 


Continuing her comments, she added that the land in Bahrain is fertile enough if 
cultivated, but the government does not pay the slightest attention to this vital 
issue, thus leading the country toward devastation. For that reason it should be 
noted that the people of Bahrain have intensified their struggle against the 
reactionary and puppet government of Bahrain in the aftermath of the victory of 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran. 
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IRAN 


COMPLICATIONS OF KURDISH STRUGGLE DISCUSSED 
Rome RASSEGNA SINDACALE in Italian 26 Feb 81 pp 45-46 
[Article by Rahmat Khosrovi: "The Confiscated Revolution") 


[Text] Superstitions and anachronisms in the postrevolutionary 
process. Events concerning ethnic groups related to RASSEGNA 
by Qassemlu, leader of the leftist Kurds. 


"Not a leaf in the Orient moves without His British Majesty's will." It seemed a 
divine law in force until the last World War and any belief to the contrary was 
almost sacrilege. In quick succession, however, the signs of the times changed 
in the Orient, China, Iran, Egypt, etc: They changed greatly, and the pressures 
of freedom movements forced the yielding of British hegemony, which with weapons 
and subtle and deadly interference, often of a masonic type, acted in the Asian 
continent as an authentic bloodsucker. In the Middle East the secular empire de- 
clined between 1948 and 1953 and received the final blow in 1951, when Mosaddeq 
nationalized Iranian oil which, until then, was in English hands. The United 
States took over from their cousins with coups-d'etat, economic and military 
assistance and with means adequate to the new reality: multinational corpora- 
tions. And many people yielded again, this time not to a “divine fate," but to 
the power of large capital. 


We wanted to go back into history to gain a better understanding of the hardship 
of a continent and its people. For over 80 years, Iran has been through a seesaw 
of victories and defeats. The February revolution 2 years ago stunned the world; 
a puppet-regime, a creature of the U.S. secret services, was toppled. But the 
day after the revolution, groups and persons totally unknown and alien to the 
revolution, like the adjective "Islamic," which was attributed "a posteriori," 
leaped to the forefront to seize power. A series of processes and antidemocratic 
actions and the censorship of progressive forces accompanied the revolution from 
its very first steps. 


So extraordinary and unusual appeared to be the “religious connotation" given to 
the postrevolutionary processes by conservative forces, that it created, at times, 
in people's mind the impression that the whole thing could have been orchestrated 
by foreigners. It is an unfortunate “superstition” that ignores the people's 
strength and the progress of the times. But it is also a bitter indication of 

how a grandiose revolution can lose itself in the thousand folds and labyrinths 
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of absurd and often illogical struggles and prevarications among factions, to the 
point of fueling anachronistic beliefe. 


We do not want to give a 2-year assessment of a revolutionary process which, ac- 
cording to ite spokesmen, is unable to take off, but the revolution ran aground 
above all in Kurdistan and in areas inhabited by these ethnic groups. In areas 
where social peace is more than ever suffocated by the blast of automatic weapons. 
"We are 6 million Iranian Kurde"=-begine the testimony of PDKI (Iranian Kurdistan 
Democratic Party) secretary Qassemlu--"and we fought during the 37 years of the 
shah's dictatorship not only for the freedom of our people, but of all Iran. We 
participated in the revolution with all our strength. We are Kurds, bit we are 
also Iranians and we claimour autonomy within the boundaries of an independent and 
integral Iran. We have submitted to the Islamic government our requests, summed 
up as follows: Struggle against imperialism, guarantee of democratic freedoms, 
safeguarding of workers’ interests, autonomy for the regional and local govern- 
ments. But a group of mullahs, taking over the revolution by exploiting the peo- 
ple's religious beliefs, has prevented us from reaching th objectives. Many 
times representatives of the central government and including Bani-Sadr, now 
president, have come to us and at first have accepted our claims, but then the 
Revolutionary Council (now disbanded) rejected them and sent the army to disarm 
us." 





With regard to the various accusations of the Tehran regime Qassemlu pointed 

out that: "We have not been helped by any foreign power--the mullahs are accus- 
ing us of having been recruited by Zionists and by international communism, while 
the pro-Soviet (editor's note) orthodox Tudeh Party, which defends Khomeyni's 
integralists, at the same time affirms that it is NATO which is financing us. 
These are accusations made to cover their crimes in Kurdistan and to justify the 
savage aggression against our people; they are the ones who attacked our homes, 
let's not forget it! Now, in spite of the war with Iraq, every day two Phantoms 
raid our villages and our cities, while before the war there were 12 Phantoms, 
plus some Cobra helicopters. We are surrounded by the enemies of the revolution 
and if we should put down our arms it would be the end of our people.” 


Then, addressing himself to Westerners, he says: “We have to get rid, in the 
West, of the idea that Khomeyni represents something progressive, so that whoever 
is against Khomeyni is against the revolution. His ideology is medieval. He 
calls striking workers traitors, and punishes them with unheard-of violence. 

This regime is not in keeping with the aspirations of the Iranian people in the 
20th century." Speaking of the Iran-Iraq war, Qassemlu observes: "We have 
certainly condemned Iraqi aggression, but the truth is that Khomeyni and his 
followers readied themselves for the war. They wanted to export the revolution 
to Iraq and to topple President Saddam, and they have never tried to hide the 
fact (editor's note). The result is that in Iran today there are over 1.5 mil- 
lion refugees. 1 am sure that this war will not end until at least one of the 
two regimes changes radically. At any rate, we have not allowed the aggressor 

to invade our territory. "The great majority of the Kurdistan population is of 
the Islamic Sunnite sect, and Qassemlu believes that the religious war between 
Scythians and Sunnites is being fomented by Khomeyni and his followers. As far 
as the prospects of Iran and the Islamic power are concerned, the Kurdish spokes- 
man is pessimistic. He sustains that only 20 percent of the population is still 
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siding with Khomeynt and this means, anyway, several million, and that the Islamic 
government recurs to superficially anti~imperitalist riotings for lack of programs. 
"At present, at least 65 percent of the population is against the regime, but it 
ie not organized. There is no city that ie not immune to antigovernment dissen- 
sion." The Kurdish leader, moreover, sustained that over 95 percent of the Kurd- 
ish population agrees with his party's policies and programs. At the end of his 
short stop in Rome, the Kurdish revolutionary underlined the importance and value 
of a demonstration of solidarity with his people on the part of European demo- 
sratic forces and, in particular, the Italian communist and socialist ones. 
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TRAN 


TORTURE OF HOSTAGES REFUTED BY LONDON-STATIONED STUDENT 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 25 Feb 81 p 10 
[Article by Pereydun Karami from London) 


[Text] Now that several weeks have passed since the resolution of the hostage 
problem, it is an opportune time to study the ins and outs of the matter and its 
various repercussions. There were various reactions domestically and abroad to the 
government's solution to the hostage problem. The Moslem masses of Iran praised 
the steps taken by the government. One hundred and sixteen members of the Majles 
expressed appreciation for the government's precise execution of the Majles' 
measures. On the other hand, newspapers opposed to the government also seized the 
opportunity to strike out at the government and tried to create unfavorable 
opinion among the people concerning the government and its work by discrediting the 
government and its activities with relevant and irrelevant criticism. Some 
domestic political interests also took the occasion to settle old accounts. 


In an atmosphere of political attacks, inflammatory speeches, articles that have 
consisted malaly of political bargaining, and in an atmosphere in which old petty 
accounts are being settled, the people of our country have not had an opportunity 
to properly study the ins and outs of the case. 


Fortunately, despite all the efforts that have been made to undermine public con- 
fidence in the government, the people's awareness and the government's popular 
base of support have prevented the opposition from making political capital out of 
this that it had envisioned in the beginning. Falsely icentified issues, planted 
letters, serial articles, topical editorials, and other things have been ultimately 
ineffective and the opposition has gotten nowhere with its demagogy and rabble- 
rousing. The unity of the people has been preserved, and the schemers have failed. 


The most important proposition that was put forward to incite the people was the 
idea that in solving the hostage issue Iran not only failed to obtain its rights, 
but that America also obtained concessions. 


The people, however, are asking themselves, if America was really able to get 
concessions from Iran, how is it that it does not hold this up to the world as 
proof of its own power, at a time when Anwar Sadat, president of the traitor 
Republic of Egypt, is chiding America for allowing itself to be defeated by Iran? 
This is a matter of concern for America's allies in the area and in the world. Why 
doesn't America proclaim its victory to the world? 


68 








The people's question is a good one. America, which lost its prestige over the 
hostage iseue, tried very hard from the day of the spies’ release to avoid ful- 
filling its obligations. The shame and degradation which Iran brought upon America 
was extremely costly for such a superpower. This is why America besan talking 
about “torture” of the hostages immediately upon the spies’ departure from ican, 
with the idea in mind of recovering its dignity. 


This time also, however, the deceitfulness of the tricksters came back on then, 
and despite all the extensive propaganda used by the Zionist and imperialist mass 
media, they were not successful in selling the idea of torture, vnich America had 
propounded like a sharp sword for cutting itself Loose from the knotty hostage 
problem in the international sphere, to the people of the world. 


Even now there are witnesses in the world who testify in repudiation of American 
claims that the hostages were tortured. 


Recently, despite extensive propaganda from Zionist and imperialist circles in the 
world, some aspects of the truth of the matter have been made clear to the people, 
to the extent that the press aligned with these circles has not been able to con- 
ceal the truth entirely. 


For example, the newspaper DAILY TELEGRAPH published the testimony of three American 
clergymen on this subject on 24 January (4 Bahman). As our readers know, several 
months ago three American clergymen came to Tehran and met with the hostages. 


In meeting with the hostages, the clergymen had an opportunity to obtain information 
about the spiritual and pbysical condition of the hostages. They held interviews 
and discussions with the hostages and they described what they had seen right at 

the peak of the bombastic claims made by the American government concerning torture 
of the American hostages, and the West-aligned press, despite its inclinations and 
desires, was forced to pass on an insignificant portion of their observations. 

Part of the testimony of these clergymen, which was printed in the newspaper DAILY 
TELEGRAPH, appears below: 


John Walsh, a clergyman at the American Princeton University, visited the hostages 
three times in Iran. Concerning the claim of torture of the hostages in Iran, he 
said: 


"I have doubts about the truth of reports of torture and even bad treatment of the 
hostages." 


He said: “Clearly these false stories were created and distributed in order to 
poison the minds of the public and to disturb the American people." 


The Princeton University clergyman said: "The report of bad treatment of the 
hostages, which is backed by the American government, contradicts the eyewitness 
accounts of those who saw the hostages in Iran and talked with them, and the 
American government's claim is clearly at variance with reality." 
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Daryl Rupiper, a Catholic priest of the American state of Nebraska, also expressed 
surprise at the reports of torture of the hostages. According to the newspaper 
DAILY TELEGRAPH, Daryl Rupiper said that when he met with the hostages in Iran, 

they not only said nothing about torture, but they expressed satisfaction at the 
good treatment they received from the Iranians. The Nebraska priest added: "In 

my meetings with the hostages in Iran, I saw that they were in very good health. 
From the spiritual point of view also, the hostages affirmed the Iranians’ good 
treatment of the hostages." Daryl Rupiper added: "I do not think the hostages 
spoke of torture and bad treatment by the Iranians of their own accord." Essential- 
ly, he doubted the truth of such reports. 


The clergyman Charles Kimbal, a professor in the college of theology at the most 
prestigious American university, that is, Harvard, also affirmed all the views of 
the above clergymen. Charles Kimbal told the newspaper DAILY TELEGRAPH: The 
reports that have been published of torture and bad treatment of the hostages do 
not correlate with the truth of what they saw with their own eyes or heard from 
the mouths of the hostages in their meetings with them. 
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TRAN 


PRISONERS RELEASED TO CELEBRATE REVOLI'TION ANNIVERSARY 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 12 Feb 81 p 15 


[Text] Abadan--on the occasion of the second anniversary of the splendid Islamic 
Revolution of Iran, 53 inmates convicted by the courts of the revolution were 
released from the prison by the order of the Islamic Revolution prosecutor's office 
for the cities of Abadan and Khunin Shahr. 


The Islamic Revolution court issued a prospectus. A portion of this prospectus 
reads as follows: 


On the occasion of the arrival of the victory of the splendid Islamic Revolution 

on 1l February 1979, the Islamic Revolutionary Court of Abadan and Khunin Shahr 

has undertaken to release 53 of the prisoners of this court in order to enable them 
to conform to Islamic principles and not to commit any more offenses with the help 
of Almighty God and to enable them to enjoy a sound life under the protection of 
God's mercy and the flag of the Islamic justice. The names of 47 of those released 
are as follows: Jaber Moqaddam, ‘Abud Khazra'i, Habib Bahadaran, Naser Hakim, 

Amir Sahra Beygi, Ya'ghub Baliani, Sadeq Nasari, Hasun Shirali, 'Attieh Nasari, 
Abdolzahra Ansari, Hovid Albusavilam, Khazir Ka'bi, Abdollah Sharifad, Mahmud 
Didar, Aziz Sabahian, Lofteh Buqdar, Sabri Zanburi, Hashem Pahlevan, Mohammad 

Taqi Habibi, Javad Shenavi, Abdolhoseyn Hayavi, Hani Nasari, Mossalam Nasari, 

Ahmad Rasulian, Mohammad Skahrokhi, Vahab Eshaqi, Davud Pazid, Mahamud Shahavi, 
Jabbar Maghreb, Nuri Mohaval, Mansur Mohavali, Behruz Reyhani, Abdol'abbas Farhanian, 
Mehdi Jammal, ‘Ali Purzadeh, Ashur Movaqat, Hamad Barihi Nezhad, Mohammad Fazel, 
Ebrahim Moqaddam, Mashallah Maqsudi, Hamid Khaledi, Ashur Qate'izadeh Darini, Feisal 
Ghaliani, Hadi Ghaliani, Aziz ‘'Obadi, Sabah Boghlani, Mohammad Barihi Nezhad. 


Tarbiz--KEYHAN Correspondent--Thirty of the prisoners of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Court of Tabriz were released on Tuesday on the occasion of the second anniversary 
of the Revolution. Sixty of the released prisoners had been convicted for the sale, 
purchase and possession of narcotic drugs and had been sentenced to 3 to 20 months' 
imprisonment and the rest of them were convicted for other offenses. 


In this connection, Hojjatoleslam Haj Seyyed Hoseyn Musavi, the chief of the Revolu- 
tionary Court of Tabriz told the KEYHAN reporter: "To this court, the gravity of 
offense and the length of prison term of the convicts are immaterial. A convict 
who is remorseful and is rehabilitated while in prison, even though sentenced to 

a long-term imprisonment, if he demonstrates that, if he were to return to society, 
he would not turn to narcotic drugs or would not spread corruption in the community, 
will be released promptly. 
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Rafsanjan=--KEYHAN correspondent--in celebration of the second anniversary of the 
splendid Islamic Revolution of Iran, 55 prisoners convicted of the narcotic drugs 
related charges were granted amnesty by Hojjatoleslam Hashemian, the religious 
magistrate of the city of Rafsanjan and were released from the Kerman, Rafsanjan 
and Bam prisons after posting bond. 


The prison terus of these prisoners were suspended and they joined their families 
simultaneously with the anniversary of the Islamic Revolution. Six inmates 
convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment were also given one-degree reduction, 
decreasing their prison terms to 15 years. 


Rasht--An official in the Islamic Revolutionary Court for the city of Lahijan 
announced "on the occasion of the beginning of the third year of the victory of 
[Iran's Islamic Revolution, 10 inmates convicted by this court were granted amnesty 
and were released. 
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IRAN 


"PARS' DIRECTOR OUTLINES AGENCY'S PLANS 
GF241411 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 24 Mar 81 p 7 
[Article by R. Mohan] 


[Text] Kuwait, March 24--The Iranian official news agency, PARS, has prepared 
plans to expand its activities and to help disseminate more and, according to it, 
correct news about the country. Immediate goals are to set up offices in coun- 
tries like Kuwait, Pakistan, India, China and Japan. Eventually, PARS will try 
and cover most of the neighboring and "Islamic capitals." 


A visitor to Kuwait pursuing this plan was Dr Kamal Kharrazi, managing director 
of PARS NEWS AGENCY. He and the deputy of PARS for the international department, 
Dr Fathollah Farhadi, were here to meet officials in the KUWAITI NEWS AGENCY 

and the Information Ministry. 


Dr Kharrazi, who was on his way to India today, said the “process had begun for 
cooperation between Iran and Kuwait" for exchange of news, photographs and tele- 
vision films. PARS has sought permission from Kuwait to set up an office here. 


“After that, we expect KUNA will open an office in Tehran. The ministries of 
information in both the countries must agree on it." He and Dr Farhadi will 
visit other countries too during this trip. 


Dr Kharrazi said: "We want to develop good relations with news agencies in the 
Third World and particularly with Muslim countries. There is no reason why we 
should depend on news agencies from other parts of the world when we can exchange 
news among ourselves. That way we need not be victims of biased reporting." 


The chief of PARS did not agree that it was difficult to get news from Iran. 
"We do not accept that charge. Correspondents are welcome to see things for 
themselves." 


He said, "Even American correspondents are permitted to visit Iran after due 
processing by a committee set up by the High Defense Council of Iran." 


A High Defense Council was set up soon after the war commenced with Iraq. An 
information center was set up by the council. Dr Kharrazi is also the head of 
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the information center. He said a committee set up by the center processed 
all applications by newsmen for visas. 


PARS is also "cooperating fully with the pool of news agencies from nonaligned 
countries," he said. 


The PARS chief feels that news coverage of the war has mostly been in favor of 
Iraq. "But there has been a change for the better recently, particularly after 
the visit 2 weeks ago of the Islamic peace mission. I think coverage seems to be 
getting more balanced." 


He added: "How long can you conceal reality? Sooner or later the true picture 
has to emerge in news coverage." 





He said morale of Iranians was high in connection with the war. 


PARS, which had started off ambitiously before the Iranian Revolution, had more 
or less withdrawn into a shell in the last 2 years. The revolutionary events 
did not leave it unaffected. This is the first time that since the revolution 
PARS is trying to improve exchange of news. 
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PLAN FOR FUEL RATIONING ANNOUNCED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 10 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] Distribution of kerosene will be done by the mosques and by the committees 
probably until next summer and from this date on, coupons will be used in carrying 
out this distribution. It was also announced today that the motor oil coupons 

are not now usable but that the date on which they can be used will be announced 
by the government. 


These statements were made by Bojnurdi, one of the responsible officials of the 
Economic Mobil‘zation Council. He also said that automobile owners possessing 
temporary an © oxy registrations must change their documents to permanent ones 
in order to oi .ain gasoline coupons. 


In regard to the procedure for distribution of gasoline coupons--news of which 

and tiat concerning an increase in their allowance to 60 liters was printed yester- 
day in KEYHAN's special report--Bojnurdi said that starting today gasoline coupons 
for personal automobiles will be distributed by all branches of the National Bank 
of Iran. These coupons include either two 30-liter coupons or four 15-liter 
coupons for each month until next December and, along with these coupons, two 
coupons will be given as a bonus. 


It is necessary to note that automobiles carrying gas tanks with a capacity of 
more than 30 liters must only use 30-liters, not 15-liter coupons. Accordingly, 
the work hours of the National Bank in connection with the sale of gasoline coupons 
are hereby announced as follows: The first five days of the week from 7:30 am to 
3:30 pm. Thursdays from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm. The work schedule of the National 
Bank of Iran [Bank-e Melli] im connection with the sale of coupons on the olidays 
of 11, 13, 20 and 27 February will be from 8:30 am to 11:30 an. 


Engineer Bonjnurdi announced that the documents required for obtaining gasoline 
coupons are: automobile ownership registration certificate sealed and stamped by 
either the Bank-e Saderat, the Governor's office or by the Governorate General 
and the automobile owner's identification card. Meanwhile, owners of versonal 
automobiles whose ownership certification cards are not stamped must present to 
the National Bank an ownership certificate, birth certificate and card issued by 
the police in order to receive gasoline coupons. 








In exceptional cases regarding the distribution of coupons, owners of personal 
automobiles must refer to the Commission for Fuel and Energy located in the 
Distribution Affaire Office of the Ministry of O11 Building at the corner of Bahar 
and Sammieh streets. 


He said that the two bonus coupons, each for 30 liters of gasoline, will be 
distributed along with the regular coupons for the month of February until December 
of next year; each of the monthly coupons is for 60 liters of gasoline. This 
official further announced that this year's gasoline coupons will be valid and 
usable next year; thus, next year gasoline can be obtained by presenting this 
year's overdue coupons to gas stations. 


He added that the National Bank of Iran, in addition to the specified days, has 
provided additional time for obtaining gasoline coupons to enable those who have 
not been able to acquire their coupons to go to the National Bank on these addi- 
tional days to receive their coupons. 


Dates Scheduled for Taxis and Vans to Receive Gasoline Coupons 


The procedure for distribution of coupons to taxis and vans was announced by the 
spokesman of the Bank-e Saderat. 


in the announcement, it is said that the distribution of coupons to the taxis and 
vans, as in previous months, will begin on 10 Feb 81; however, since this 
distribution has coincided with the distribution of coupons for basic goods, it is 
requested that the owners of the above motor vehicles go to the branches of the 
Bank-e Saderat from which they procured coupons last month according to the 
following schedule: 


--all motor vehicles the last digit of whose license plate ends with either 1 or 
2=-on 21/11/59 [10 Feb 81]; 


--all motor vehicles the last digit of whose license plate ends with 3--on 
23/11/59 [12 Feb 81]; 


--all motor vehicles the last digit of whose license plate ends with either 4 
or 5--on 25/11/59 [14 Feb 81]; 


--all motor vehicles the last digit of whose license plate ends with either 6 
or 7--on 26/11/59 [15 Feb 81]; 


--all motor vehicles the last digit of whose license plate ends with 8 or 9--on 
27/11/59 [16 Feb 81). 


9721 
CSO: 4906 


16 





TRAQ 


PLIGHT OF AZERBAIJANI CLERGYMEN DECRIED 
GF291521 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1900 GMT 28 Mar 81 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Excerpts] Muslim Iranian brothers and sisters, brave Azerbaijani Muslims and 
brave and vigilant sons and daughters of Azerbaijan, Kordestan, Arabistan 
[Khuzestan] and Baluchistan: The piercing cries of the people who have 
suffered from the bloodthirsty dictatorship of Khomeyni are resounding in the 
heavens of Iran. Following the elimination of the patriots, the experts, the 
enlightened people, the heroes and other intellectuals, it is now the turn of 
the learned and vigilant clergymen versed in international matters. In the 
past, clergymen such as Ayatollah Tabataba'i, Ayatollah Qomi and Ayatollah 
Zanjani stood against the murders and treacherous activities of the Khomeyni 
clique. They were, however, imprisoned for objecting to the treacherous and 
anti-Islamic policies of the Khomeyni supporters. Nevertheless, the voice of 
the struggling progressive clergymen could not be subdued through terror and 
harassment, nor could it be eliminated through threats of imprisonment. 


After Seyyed Kazem Shari'atmadari, Shobeyr al-Khaqani and Sheykh ‘Ezoddin 
Hoseyni, the men who voiced their opposition to the world against the bloody 
murders of the Khomeyni regime, it is now the turn of Ayatollah Musavi-Ardabili. 
While referring to the guidance of Seyyed Kazem Shari'atmadari, Ayatollah 
Musavi-Ardabili noted that Velyat-e Faqih was against Islamic principles and 
(words indistinct] and strongly condemned the (?vindictive) stand of the 
Khomeyni regime against Ayatollah Shari'‘atmadari. 


Speaking in Qom, Ayatollah Musavi~-Ardabili asked in clear terms why the Khomeyni 
administration was not allowing a respected clergyman like Ayatollah Seyyed 
Kazem Shari'atmadari to address the people in mosques and elsew’ ere. While 
condemning the bloodthirsty Khomeyni administration, Ayatollah Musavi-Ardabili 
addressed himself to the people of Iranian Azerbaijan in the following terms: 

In order to silence Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, this regime has threatened him 
with death. It has tried to remove him by using poison just as in the case of 
Ayatollah Taleqani. 


Dear listeners, the situation has reached such a point that Ayatollah Musavi- 
Ardabili has felt compelled to side with Ayatollah Shari'atmadari without being 
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daunted by the dark and bloodthirsty dictatorship of Khomeyni. by revealing the 
treacherous and dastardly pressures and intrigues of the Khomeyni regime against 
thie servant of religion, he has brought pressure to bear on the Tehran adminis- 
tration. 


Ayatollah Shari'atmadari is the (?leader) of 14 million Muslims in Lran alone, 
In view of this a [words indistinct] movement by the people of Lranian 
Azerbaijan could spread throughout Iran and save this servant of religion from 
the blood-stained claws of the Khomeyni regime. 


Heroic people of Iranian Azerbaijan, you must not allow Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, 
who is both your religious leader and the spearhead of your national liberation 
movement, to be (’eliminated) in Qom by the merciless Revolution Guards. 


it is necessary to prevent Ayatollah Shari'atmadari from meeting with a fate 
similar to that of Ayatollah Taleqani. Ayatollah Shari'atmadar! wishes to leave 
Qom and transfer to Tabriz. It is the duty of the people of Iranian Azerbaijan 
to rescue this servant of religion from the hands of Khomeyni's Revolution Guards 
in Qom and transfer him to Azerbaijan. Rise and rescue Ayatollah Shobeyr 
al-Khaqani and Ayatollah Seyyed Kazem Shari'atmadari, who have been chained in 
Qom, from the claws of the merciless and rabid murderers. 
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HIGH HOPES PLACED 0), NEW MOSUL DAM 
London 8 DAYS in English 14 Mar 81 pp 20, 21 
[Report by Michel Szwed-Cousins] 


[Text] THE CEREMONY last month to lay the A third, Lake Rovzazah, was created 


foundation stone for Iraq's biggest dam — 
the Mosul Dam 60km northwest of that city 
~ marks the latest siep in changing Iraq's 
title of ‘Land of the Flood to Land of 
Plenty , 

At 3.6km, the $1.5bm Mosul Dam will 
not be as wide as the Aswan Dam. although 
it will be much higher than Syria's 
Euphrates Dam But its stature in Iraq is 
assured, where it will irrigate an extra 
250,000 hectares of land as well as adding 
another 3,300MW of the country's 
electrical output 

The problem of controlling and 
harnessing the wate:, © of both the Tigris 
and the Euphrates has long been a major 
concern of the authornties in Baghdad 

Unlike the Nile, both the Tigris and the 
Euphrates have a reputation for irregulanty 
when it comes to flooding — neither the 


time nor the volume of water involved can 
safely be predicied 

In their efforts to control the waters, the 
Iraqis built two mayor dams (at Dokan on 
the Lesser Zab river and at Darbandikhan 
on the Diyala) and several barrages Nearly 
all are on the more dangerous Tigris and its 
tributaries, which have been ‘washing 
Kurdistan down to the sea’ as on. business 
consultant dealing with Ire ot it 

However, the eve: , ent threat 
hanging over Baghdad and ne surrounding 
area was finally ended mm the 1950s with the 
construction of a barrage at Samarra to 
divert excess water into « desert depression 
The resulting Tharthar Lake acts as o 
temporary res-rvow A similar barrage at 
Ramadi, 100m west of Baghdad. diverts 
exce® water from the Euphrates into 


another desert depression making @ second 
lake 





primarily far irrigation purposes rather than 
flood control, by building # barrage at 
Hindivah. Irrigation barrages have also 
heen built at Kut and Diyala In fact, 
Hooding has largely been chminated 
through the construction of these barrages, 
and the Iragis are now building dams 
primarily for irrigation 

Like most other Middle East countries. 


Irag has a vision of achieving agricultural 
self-sufficiency by the end of the century. 
Not only is the Tigris basin and that of its 
tributaries bigger than that of the 
Euphrates, so offering more scope for 
agriculture, it is also less saline 
Nevertheless, agricultrual omens are not 
good Iraq produced less crops in 1977 than 
in 1961 and despite involving 50 per cent of 
the labour force, agriculture’s contribution 
to the GNP is around 7 per cent, — and 
dropping Despite the vast efforts being 
made, particularly in land reclamation, 
reports indicate that land 1s still being lost at 
8 greater rate than it is being reclaimed due 
to growing salinity and alkalinity . 
Moreover, less than half the country s 
potential arable land 1s being used Land in 
use is generally not cultivated intensely, 
certainly not to the degree that Nile Valley 
land To complicate maticrs, growing 
expectations — and a growing population 
— have led to greater demands, which the 
authorities have been able to meet only 
through continuously increasing food 
imports Last year $1 4bn was allocated for 
food imports. This year, Iraq  capected to 
more than double its imports of meat 
Not that the government is sitting back 
and ignoring the problem. Ten per cent of 


the 1981 budget has been allocated to 
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apricullural development, imehoding 
iripahion projects, which are seen as the 
key to producing a solution. President 
Saddam Hussein is believed to be 
personally behind the campaign to improve 
the country’s use of iis water resources 

Various figures have been bandied 
wround as to the cost of the whole ifigation 
plan but the most common, $6bn, sull 
seems on the low side Many of the projects 
are small scale, but several of the major 
ones, lke the Mosul Dam, run into 
hundreds of millions of dollars. The 
Hadithah Dam being built by the Sovets 
and due for completion in 1984, is costing 
$830m, while the Himrin Dam on the 
Diyala, which should be ready later this 
year, has cost $365m 

Higeest of all it seems, and certainly 
bigger than the Mosul Dam in terms of costs 
if notin size, os the Bakma Dam to be built 
on the Greater Zab tributary of the Tipris 
near the border with Turkey and iran 
Initially the cost of the project was put at 
$1 6bn but i will come as no surprise when 
the contract 1s awarded later this vear if the 
price has risen to $2bn.) Work should stan 
next year When completed mm 1992, the 
dam will hold 40bn cu m of water and 
generate up to 2.000MW of electricity 

As regards boosting agnculture, the 
Iraqis plainly have high hopes of the Mosul 
Dam Speaking last month just after the 
contract for the project was signed with a 
consortium of West German and ltahan 
companies, Taha Yassin Ramadan, the 
country’s first deputy prime munrster, said 
that the project would ‘save Iraq from a 
future food crisis 

The dam is planned to provide for the 
inmigation of an extra 250,000 hectares in 
the dry Jezira plain which hes between 
Mosul and the Synan frontier” Ramadan 
secs this as a major boost to Iraq's 
agricultural development 

The dam s generating capacity, according 
to the West German company Hochtief 
which 1s managing the consortium, will be 
around 3,300MW. In addition to the man 
electricity penerating Station with its four 
7S50MW turbines, there will be three 
subsidiary pencrating stations, producing 
224MW 

The other tirms involved in building the 
main ? 6km carth and rock dam are Zueblin 
and Trapp, both from West Germany. and 
three Italian firms — Irpregho, Cogefar and 
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lialsirade. The consuliants for the project 
are # Swiss consortium led by 
Motor-Columbus. Hochtief have already 
made their mark in dam building with the 
Cabora Bassa Dam in Mozambique and th 

Tarbela Dam in Pakistan 
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TRANS-SYRIA OIL PIPELINE REPORTEDLY REOPENED 


London 8 DAYS in English 14 Mar 81 pp 44, 45 


[Report by Andrew Lumsden] 


[Text } 


IHE TRANS SYRIA of! pipeline is once 
again open for lraqg: crude oil shipments to 
the Mediterranean from the Kirkuk fields 
Some $0,000 barrels a day are moving to 
the Banas terminal. the first throughput 
since the pumping stations were damaged 
by lraman airstrikes The low volume is 
carefully desribed by Traqgi and Syrian 
sources as eapernmmental whether the 
relates more to technical difficulties of to 
the political tension between Baghdad and 
Damascus is not cleat 

The line was closed in September after 
diplomatic relations between the two states 
were severed i reopened for about « 
fortnight in early December at a rate of 
45,000 bid, of which Syria bled off about 
100,000 bid as light supplement to its own 
heavy crude on production. leaving 
250.000 bd of net Iraqi ecaports through 


Syria In thers the Svcs borne including « 
spur to Lehwnon can take | 4m bd from 
Itay snorthorn frelds. but the 400,000 bd 
spur hus boon shot ence 1975 when the 
outbreak of wat affected the terminal m 
Trigrovls 

lt ranks, ovcrall, as the most il-fated 
pip line prayect in the Middle East. despite 
its meme helming rconomne viabelity The 
ray! wars tooth cosiern Meducrrancan eas 
orginally opened up m 1934, with 
terminals in Haifa as well as Tripol for 
small-diametcr lines However, capanvon 
of the Haifa route was stopped abruptly 
after the sccond world war by the 
Arab-lsrach conflict Betwcen 1976 and 
1979 the trans Syria lines were mothhalled 
entirely due to lraqgi/Synan disagreements. 
and then afier recommrnwonng were 
constanth undcrutilived (never handling 


more than 200,000. 300,000 bid because of 
lack of demand for crude oil supply in the 
eastern Mediterranean 

Wf the present test flows lead to 
resumption of the 300/ bd oF so 
throughput seen briefly las | cember, the 
way could become clea: — given 
restoration of Kirkuk capacity and eventual 
rises im European demand — for some 
$0,000 bd This thought. though, that this 1s 
about the maximum capability of the bine. 
despite ts rated capacity — and even 
500.000 bd would require renovation 
work Two of the six pumping stations are 
out of operation. and the Banias terminal is 
limited to 120.000-tonne tankers and has 
only two out of five berths in commission 
Months of engineering work would be 
required to revive the Im bd flows last seen 
mth mid- 1970s 

Syria_soitvell has geared us refinery 


operations to a mia which includes Iraq 
hght tapped from the pipeline. and 
therefore has a basic industrial interest in 
seeking the line in wee. rag, like Iran, is 
looking for revenuc to continue waging the 
war and for reconstruction when it is over 
The two States are now estimated to be 
gctting out about | 6m b/d between them 
(against 4m bd pre-war), of which Iraq's 
share via the trans-Turkey pipeline to the 
easicorn Mediterranean ws beleved to be 
about 860,000 b/d. Turkey takes about 
100.000 bd of this for internal use, making 
a net Iraqi caport volume of about 460,000 
bd 

With use of the trans. Syria line subject to 
developments in the next few months. 
Baghdad has agreed to negotiate an 
mecrease in transit fees to Turkey for the 
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Kirkuk Ceyhan route, as quid pro quo for 
the talks already begun on raising the line's 
capacity, Deliveries along the Turkish line 
resumed on 26 December and are nearing 
capacity (700,000 bd), resulting in 
proposals to enlarge the line to Im bd 
capacity by rastalling extra pumping plant 

The protocol to the effect. signed on 26 
December in Ankara. showed Baghdad to 
be over a barrel the lraqm agreed to supply 
Turkey with natural gas. to cooperate in the 
ulilisation of rag: heavy crude for power 
generation in Turkey (a retrograde step on 
Ankaras fart in terms of energy 
ccononmes, as everyone else is Stiriving to 
reduce ol-fired plant), and to construct a 
440km pipeline to feed a projected 10,000 
bd new refinery near Ankara Turkey is 
hoping to raise the transit fees on the main 
pipeline from $0.38 @ barrel to $1.20 a 
barre! 

Apart from Western European takers of 


lrw fe caported via Turkey of Syria to 
iht Mediterranean, Eastern European 
Stinks luding y uposlas and Son ict bloc 


counties have traditionally been large 
customers With the Soviet Union in 
difficulties over oi supply it ns generally 
thought that Moscow will have been 
pushing Syria to cooperate in the latest 
re-opening of trans-Syria line Japan, albeit 
without political muscle, has evidently been 
playing a key role in encouraging higher 
eaport liftings from both Irag and Iran. In 
the last full calender year before the war 
(1979). ut was taking no less than 15.3 per 
cent of its massive 4.8m bd of of imports 
from these two countnes 478.000 b d from 
Iran. and 259.000 bid from lragq 

Japanese purchases from tran and Iraq 
were really taking off in carly 1980. soaring 
to} 2m bd of nearly a quarter of Japan's oil 
imports, until Iran's $2.50 » barrel price rise 
a few months before the war caused 
Japanese importers to halt all liftings in 
protest Japan turned to Iraq. and buying 
from that country climbed from 372.000 
b/d to $16,000 b/d between April and 
September before perforce halting Now 
Iraq has asked Japanese companies to take 
250,000 bid of the Kirkuk crude going out 
through Turkey to Cevhan (Italy has been 
taking 1SO0.000 bd 

Japan ws back om the market for Iranian 
crude as well. with contracts just signed for 
194.000 bd Several thousand bd more 
still under negotiation at net premiums (60 
US cents a barrel), well below those of 
Kuwart 
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BRIEFS 


ITALIAN NAVAL ARMS DEAL--The Italian government last week gave the state-owned 
Fincantieri shipyard permission to export 11 warships and a floating dock to 
Iraq. Last year, the $1.8 billion contract was held up because the Carter 
administration refused to allow the Italians to sell Iraq gas turbine engines, 
made by Fiat under licence from General Electric, and used to power four 2,500- 
ton missile-launching Lupo class frigates ordered by the Iraqis. The other war- 
ships to be delivered by Fi atieri are six 600-ton corvettes and a logistics 
vessel. The floating dock wiil be capable of taking ships of up to 10,000 tonnes. 
In a related development, the Iraqi air force was reported last week to have 
adopted the French Roland ground-to-air missile to defend its airfields against 
low-level attack. The French press reported that Iraq was purchasing 200 
armoured vehicles equipped with launchers for the missiles, which are supersonic 
and have a range of 7 kilometres. The value of the order was not disclosed. 
Given the long lead times involved in contracts of this sort, the Italian and 
French sales are unlikely to affect the outcome of the war against Iran. [Text] 
{Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 9 Mar 81 pp 2, 3} 


BRITISH WIN PUMP CONTRACT--Iraq has placed an order worth 11 million pounds 
sterling ($25.3 million) with Amalgamated Power Engineering of Britain for pumps 
and pumping equipment for its $1.6 billion Karkh water supply project. The com- 
pany will supply and install the equipment in six pumping stations, part of the 
huge scheme to improve Baghdad's water supply; work on this part of the system is 
due to start before the end of next year and be complete by May 1985. The con- 
tract was won against international competition, a fact which gives additional 
satisfaction to the Pritish, who recently announced a 60 per cent improvement in 
their exports to Iraq last year despite a history of strained political relations. 
At 322 million pounds sterling ($741 million), exports to Iraq represented 8.5 
per cent cf all British exports to the Arab world. Figures released recently by 
the Arab-! ritish Chamber of Commerce show that in 1980, Britain slipped back into 
deficit i. trading with Arab countries, after two years of surplus. Imports were 
up by 38 per cent to 4.3 billion pounds sterling ($9.9 billion), while exports 
rose by only 15 per cent to 3.8 billion pounds sterling ($8.7 billion). This 
deficit was due to a 72 per cent rise in imports from Saudi Arabia, Britain's 
largest Arab trading partner, which reached 1.9 billion pounds sterling ($4.4 
billion), against exports of 1 billion pounds sterling ($2.3 billion). A 35 per 
cent rise in imports from Iraq, to 532 million pounds sterling ($1.2 billion) put 
that country iu third position after Kuwait as an Arab exporter to Britain. Iraq 
has now overtaken the UAE, which exported 486 million pounds sterling ($1.1 
billion) worth of oil to Britain last year and suffered a $37 million deficit 
with Britain. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 23 Mar 81 p 11} 
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HIGHWAY CONTRACT SIGNED--Baghdad, 30 Mar (INA)--A contract worth ID, 152 million 
($512 million) to build a 112 km highway in the southern part of Iraq was signed 
here today. The 112 km highway to be built by a West German company is a part 

of 1200 km highway to link Iraq with the neighbouring countries which will cost 
ID. 1.1 billion ($3.7 biilion). The West German company is to complete the high- 
way which begins from al-Rumaylah town in al-Basrah Governorate and ends at the 
[raq~Kuwait borders in 3 years. Iraq's Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Muhammad Fadil and a representative of the company signed the contract. [Text] 
{JN301656 Baghdad INA in English 1530 GMT 30 Mar 81 JN] 
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ISRAEL 


SHORTAGES OF SKILLED WORKERS REPORTED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 4 Feb 81 p 18 


[Article by Si hana Hen: "Despite Unemployment: Shortage of Workers in Garment, 
Metal, Hotels and Computers"] 


[Text] Despite the unemployment prevailing today in some of the development 
areas, there are still shortages in the market of thousands of skilled workers 
in metals, hotels, garments and computers. Likewise, there are today about 
7,000 unskilled workers short in industry, construction and agriculture. So 
claim the people at the Employment Service, who have a long list of vacancies 
in most sections of the country. 


According to the data of the Employment Service there is a shortage today over 
the entire country of about 1,000 skilled metal lathe workers, and another 1,000 
maintenance workers for various manufacturing enterprises. In particular, there 
is a shortage of skilled workers with a number of years of experience. 


The shortage of these skilled workers will increase during the year, since skill 
training of workers of this type at times extends over a period of several years, 


Americans Preferred 


In the hotel branch also there is today a shortage, according to the data of the 
Employment Service, of hunderds of workers. The sought-after job titles are: 
chefs, waiters and chamber maids, and it must be assumed that the shortage will 
intensify with the coming of the summer tourist season. 


The demand for hotel workers is concentrated mainly in cities such as Eilat, 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and the Dead Sea area. Despite this, there is no demand at 
all in Haifa for hotel workers. 


At the Employment Service the city of Eilat is indicated as an example of the 
absurdities existing today in the area of employment. Hotels in Eilat have 

for a long time found difficulty in obtaining chamber maids. In contrast, when 
the Americans who are constructing the airfields in the Negev recen:ly called 
at the Employment Service for women for positions in services, kitchen, laundry 
anc sanitation, they were flooded by more than 100 work candidates. 
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Within a number of days, the Americans had filled all of the jobs at their camps 
at Bik'at ‘Uvda north of Eilat, while at the hotels in Eilat the quest for 
chambermaids is still on, 


In the garment industry today there is a shortage of between 1,000 and 1,500 
operators, mainly in ready-to-wear sewing shops. The Employment Service is 
having difficulties in supplying women for these jobs, as the wage is relatively 
low, and the requirement to work the piecework system deters many applicants. 


The shortage of women in the sewing trades is felt both in the large cities 

as well as in the development areas. Even in Afula, which is greatly plagued 

by employment problems, there is a shortage today of about 80 womer, for ready-to- 
wear jobs. 


Experienced Workers Sought 


There is a shortage today of many skilled workers in the computer branch as well, 
and in particular systems analysts and programmers, According to the estimate 

of the staff at the Employment Service there is a shortage today in these 
positions of hundreds of workers with at least 2 years experience, mainly in the 
country's mid-section, The shortage will intensify, according to their estimates, 
durirg the course of the year, 


Similarly, there is a shortage today of about 600 accountants, mainly experienced 
and of a high professional caliber. The shortage is mostly in the area of the 
mid-section of the country. 


Even in the construction industry, which has been in a slump for a long time, 
there is a shortage today of several hundred construction workers which the 
Employment Service finds hard to supply. 
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ISRAEL 


DEMAND FOR PRODUCTION, CONSTRUCTION WORKERS INCREASES 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 27 Jan 81 p 17 


[Article by Economic Correspondent: "Demand For Workers in Production and 
Construction Branches Has Revived" ] 


[Text] The demand for construction workers through help wanted ads in the press 
has increased during the final 4 months of the year 1980 by 35.3 percent while 
the demand for production workers increased during the same period by 30.7 
percent. This was brought to light by a survey of the help wanted ads which was 
conducted by the Manpower Company. 


In contrast, there was a drop during the months of September through December 
of 26.3 percent in the demand for maintenance and transport workers, a drop of 
16.1 percent in the demand for metal workers and a drup of 13 percent in the 
demand for academic workers. 


Our correspondent notes that the help wanted advertisements published in the 
press do not account for the entire demand for workers, but are indicators 

of the trends in the labor market. Companies generally advertise in help 
wanted ads when they are unsuccessful in obtaining workers through the employ- 
ment offices, 


It should be remembered that the total demand for vorkers through help wanted 
advertisements during the last 4 months of 1980 reached a peak of about 58,000 
workers similar to the demand during the previous months (May-August). Thus, a 
stability has occurred in the demand after a year of successive drops. 


If the demand for workers in the last 4 months of the year 1980 is compared with 
the parallel months of the year 1979 it becomes apparent that the demand for 
workers in all fields is still lower today by 13.9 percent on the average, 
compared with what it was 1 year ago. 


The drop in the demand for academicians is the greatest, 36 percent, followed 
by the lesser demand for maintenance and transport workers--27 percent, 
technicians--23 percent, office workers--21 percent, metal workers--20 percent, 
and construction workers--2 percent. 
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ISRAEL 


CLOUD SEEDING SHOWN SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE 





Tel Aviv YEDL'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 27 Jan 81 p 7 


[Article by Nitza Aviram, Jerusalem Correspondent: "Silver Iodide Cloud Seeding 
Has Raised Quantity of Annual Rainfall") 


[Text] Scattering cf silver iodide particles from airplanes into rainclouds 
has caused a recognizable increase in the amount of rainfall in Israel, This 
is the unequivocal conclusion of a study conducted under the auspices of the 
Hebrew University and supported by Mekorot over a 21 year period, 


The bi-weekly of the university, published today, shows that the study was 
conducted by Prof Yehuda Neuman and Mr Avraham Gagin, of the Department of 
Atmospheric Sciences of the University. The investigators have shown that 
seeding of the clouds with silver fodide through the entire winter increases 

the quantity of annual rainfall by 15 to 22 percent over the regular average, 

in the area in which the study was conducted. However, under optimal conditions 
--when the temperature at the cloud peaks is between -15 to -20 degrees Celsius-- 
cloud seeding brings about an increment of up to 40 percent (!) in the amount 

of rainfall. 


The investigators say that an average cloud contains some 200,000 tons of water, 
but under regular conditions only 10 percent of this quantity converts to rain. 
However, when the clouds are seeded, they cast off much more. 


Nevertheless, the method is not capable of producing something from nothing-~-and 
when there are no clouds there is no possibility of bringing on rain. 


Cloud seeding from an airplane is a hazardous activity, for it requires flights 
of low altitude within the clouds. In at least one case the airplane crashed 
in the Galilee and its pilot was killed, while on a seeding flight. 


Most cloud seeding has been dore in the north of the country over the Kineret 
Basin, in order to increase the amount of water flowing into tle lake. In 
the course of the study it became clear that "with a small investment it is 
possible today to attain a significant increment of water." 


It should be noted that the study benefited Jordan indirectly; meteorological 
data from there reveal a certain increase in the amount of rainfall in the 
area parallel to that in which the study was conducted in Israel. It appears 
that part of the silver iodide was drawn eastward with the clouds into which 
it had been scattered and caused them to drop more rain even when they crossed 
the border... 
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BRIEFS 


MEDICAL EXPORTS INCREASE--The medical equipment industries of Israel, succeeded 
over the past year in penetrating the large export markets in the world and to 
sell medical products at a peak sum of more than $20 million. This was 

reported by Gad So'an, director of the Light Industries Section of the Ministry 
of Industry, Commerce and Tourism. During the year 1978, the export of these 
companies totalled about $10 million, that is, the producers of medicel 

equipment doubled their export within 2 years, About 150 companies operate in 
this country in the area of medical equipment (excluding electronic equipment) 
and in them about 1300 wrkers are employed. These companies produce transfusion 
kits, syringes, kits and parts for artificial kidneys, laboratory equipment, 
orthopedic equipment, dental equipment, and bandage products. In the sales 
figures of these companies there occurred during the year 1980 a real increase 

of some 15 percent and totalled about 3 billion Israeli pounds. Fifty of the 
companies are engaged in export as well. The director of the Light Industries 
Section reported that over the past year there have been invested in the 
expansion of medical equipment companies and in research and development in 

areas of invention, tens of millions of shekels. The branch excels in the 
development of new products, for the most part, by cooperative effort with 
physicians of local hospitals and scientists from university research institutes. 
In recent years, a number of these companies have begun to seriously penetrate 
the markets of the more developed countries, These efforts are now beginning 

to bear fruit and according to the forecast it can be anticipated within 3 

years that the export of medical equipment products will attain about $15 million, 
[Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 28 Jan 81 p 17] 8090 
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EDITORIAL ASSAILS SYRIAN PRESIDENT 
38291020 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 0500 GNT 29 Mar 61 
[Prom the press review) 


{Text} In today's editorial AL-RA'Y says: King Husayn's interview with 
AL-MUS"AQBAL magazine constitutes, in al) aspects, an explanation and assertion 
of Jordan's constant etand. The Jordanian option does not exist except in the 
minds of the leraeli politicians who created it, but Syria's al-Asad insists on 
talking about it anu using it in hie vituperative campaigns, despite the fact 
that he knows ite origin. 


The internationalization of the leraeli-Arab dispute is Israel's main objective. 
Jordan has repeatedly warned against it and continues to draw attention to its 
dangers. Instead of realizing this, the Syrian regime's ruler continues to 
distort facts in his campaigns of outbidding. 


Although Jordan's support for the PLO as the sole representative of the Pales- 
tinian people is clear to all, al-Ased and his clique continue to shed crocodile 
teare over the PLO. They think that sowing discord between Jordan and the PLO 
ean divert attention from their practices and create new problems to provide 
them with a cover. They have forgotten that this unbecoming method will not 
meet with any response but disgust from every Arab. 


The paper concludes: It is time President al-Asad understood that fabricating 
disputes and vituperation will sot strengt’ © his position and that his 
demagogic speeches do not please the Arab: .ses but will provoke their resent- 
ment, because the critical phase through which our cause is passing needs all 
the constructive and sincere efforts of the Arabs. If President al-Asad wants 
to save himself from his dilemma, he should bravely and sincerely account for 
hie actions, stop his acts of terroriss, stop lying and return to the unified 
Arab fold which he has abandoned. Only this might reduce his sins in the eyes 
of the Syrian people, Arab nation and history. 














WEST'S CONCERN OVER GULF SECURITY CRITICIZED 


Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 4 Mar 61 p 22 
[Article by Naji ‘Abd-al~'‘Aziz] 


{Text} Since the war began between Iran and Iraq, the western nations have been 
concerned and worried about the discontinuance of their petroleum supply from 
the Gulf countries upon which their civil and military industries depend These 
nations started looking for reasons to interfere militarily to protect water 
passages and guarantee the regular petroleum flow to their markets, The U.S. 
wae ahead of others in taking preliminary steps to facilitate its quick inter- 
vention and control of the Gulf's sea and lands. It built military bases in 
Egypt, Somalia, and Amman and increased ite naval forces in the Arabian Sea which 
started to cruise back and forth close to the Gulf, carrying out various 
maneuvers and exercises. 


This situation annoyed the Soviet Union, so they, too, strengthened their forces 
in the Indian Ocean to lie in wait for the U.S. fleet. 


The reason America pave for concentrating its military forces in this important 
area is its call to fill the gap in the Gulf area since Russia has expansionist 
aspirations in the Middle East, particularly after its presence in Afghanistan, 
to exploit ite petroleum wealth. Therefore, in order to protect its interests 
and the interests of West European countries so that the flow of petroleum will 
continue without any Soviet threat or danger, the U.S. Look ite preliminary 
steps quickly. 


In order for America not to be the only country with military preparations, in 
order not to appear like the world security policeman, and due to the possibility 
of a military confrontation with the Soviet Union or in order to threaten it, 
the U.S. requested West European countries to organize permanent naval and air 
forces in the Middle East, particularly in the Arabian Seo and close to the Guif. 
Some European nations responded to this request and this seemed obvious after 
the British prime minister visited the U.S. After her meeting with the U.S. 
President, she expressed her belief in the necessary cooperation of Britain, 
France and other European nations with the U.S. in the formation of 4 permanent 
military force to strengthen security in the Gulf area. 
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Thue we see these nations’ avidity to secure their own interests firet, ignoring 
and forgetting two basic faete which are the only two means to guarantee the 
security and stability of the Gulf and the Middle Bast, inetead of organising 
armies for security purposes. These two facts which the U.S. and ite allies 
pretend not to see are: 


1. Solving the Palestinian problem in a way that provides the Arab Palestinian 
people their right to decide their fate and form their nation on the land of 
Palestine, and recognizing the PLO as the sole representative of these people. 


2. Wot interfering in the Gulf nations’ affairs, supporting these nations’ 
efforte to personally protect their own independence and the water passages and 
to guarantee the continuing flow of petroleum to all the world. Thies could be 
achieved after these nations are able to establish among them a cooperative 
counci) (which we wish all the success through unity) whose task is to establish 
coordination, integration and cohesion in all fields and to strengthen the ties 
among ite members in various fielde. We hope that thie council will expand to 
include 411 Arab countries in the Middle East, enabling them to have a force 
capable of isolating this sensitive area from international struggles. 


The prevailing political climate in Washington and many West European countries 
does not imply that these nations are sincerely and definitely seeking cooperation 
with the Arabs, trying to solve the primary problem of the Arab nation, the 
Palestinian problem, and spreading peace based on justice in this area. The 
climate rather reveals that these nations are primarily interested in what they 
believe will realize their wishes and interests in the Middle East, represented 
by the exploitation of Arab petroleum the way they like. 


Thus, the cooperation of western nations in dealing with the Middle East's 
problems on this basis is unwelcome and unwanted by the Arabs. They fully realize 
the intentions of these nations and that they are the targets. Therefore, the 
Gulf nations openly declared that the security of the Gulf and ite nations is 
their sole responsibility and others have no business interfering. 


These nations were able to confirm their ability [to protect the Gulf and 


themselves! by the continuing normal flow of petroleum to international 
markets, despite the Iran-Iraq war that has been going on for over 5 months. 
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DECLINE IN U.S. EXPORTS TO ARABS ATTRIBUTED TO U.S. ATTITUDES 


Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 1 Feb 81 p 5 


{Text} There has been an unquestionable trend, namely that American exports to 
the Middle East have declined rapidly during the past 5 years. This is despite 
the fact that the markete of thie region are the most rapidly growing markets 
and have the highest purchasing power in the world. 


The ratio of American exports to the Middle East to total American exports 
declined from 10.7 percent in 1978 to 7.9 percent in 1979. The share of Saudi 
building contracts awarded to American contracting firms dropped from 9 percent 
in 1975 to 6 percent in 1978 and to only 3 percent in 1979. For the same years, 
imports of goods and services of 4 military nature dropped from 35 to 5 to 2 
percent. 


This decline in| ©. exports was aleo apparent in commercial aircraft contracts: 
Lebanon's Middle §.«« Airlines, Kuwaiti Airlines and Saudia [Airlines] all pur- 
chased French airc aft, although American planes at one time monopolized the 
Middle East markece. 


This trend has caused worries among American businesemen and the U.S. Yepartment 
of Commerce, because it means the annual loss of billions of dollars of possible 
exports to the region--sales which could have relieved the serious deficit in 
America's balance of payments and reduced the rate of uneup loynent which reached 
nearly §& percent in America at the end of President Carter's tera. 


The explanation for this trend cannot be confined to technical matters like the 
quality of the goods and services, their price, or any exceptionally innovative 
marketing techniques. On the contrary, the chief determinant in this trend is 
political. Arabs have realized *hat America stands firmly and stubbornly behind 
the Israeli enemy; it supports Israel with arms and money, not to preserve 
lerael's security and existence, but to enable Israel to keep the occupied 
territories of three Arab states. Furthermore, America--which invented the 
technique and use of the embargu as an economic weapon againe: Cuba, the Soviet 
Union and (previously) Communist China--has enacted a law that aim at pro- 
hibiting the Arabs from practicing their right to boycott Israel. 


We wonder: Will the Americans realize the implications of the economic weapon? 
Will they reexamine their attitudes with regard to their support of the Israeli 
enemy against Arab rights, and will they make any effort to regain Arab friend- 
ship?’ 
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JORDAN 


*‘NOVOSTI' STRESSES U.S. MISCONCEPTION OF TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 31 Jan 81 p 18 


[The following article, published in AL-RA'Y's regular “Behind the News" column, 
is attributed to the Soviet news agency NOVOSTI) 


[Text] Spokeemen of the new American administration have announced that one of 
ite min international concerns will be the struggle against terrorism. Before 
Ronald Reagan entered the White House, one of his advisers spoke about this 
saying: "We should drop the Carter administration's concern for human rights 
in favor of the Reagan administration's concern over the issue of dealing with 
terrorien.” 


It would have been possible to welcome the likes of this ambition of the Republi- 
can administration to exert efforts in the struggle against terrorism, especially 
when (terrorism?) against political opponents (which the world community has 
condemned) has become widespread in some countries. One has only to recall the 
South Korean government's terrorization of its own people, the regime of 
Duvalier-Dumay in Haiti, the mad terroriem of the "Red Brigades" in Italy, the 
notorious “death squads” that prop up the ruling circles in a number of Latin 
American countries, and the physical displacement of Palestinians by Zionists 
from the lands that Israel occupies. 


It is worth remembering all of this, because the struggle against terrorism has 
already become a very hot issue. However, the campaign of the Republican admin- 
istration, which is “at war against terroriem" (as the new American President put 
it at one of his first press conferences), is not aimed at these terrorist 
regimes or organizations. Ronald Reagen is trying to direct the full brunt of 
the “struggle against terrorism” against the PLO, which is the legitimate repre- 
sentative of the people who can be counted as the biggest victims of Zionist 
terrorists. 


In the opinion of the 40th American President, the PLO is “a criminal organiza- 
tion” that has “to cease." Reagan claims that the PLO, which has long appeared 
to the entire world as the heart and soul of the homeless Palestinian Arab 
people, and which the UN has recognized as the legiiimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, does “not have any ties" with the Palestinian people and 
does not have “any connection” with the Palestinian issue. 




















Thus, we find that the Republican administration has turned the iseue of the 
atruggle against terrorism completely upside down, just ae the Democratic admin- 
ijetration did with the tesue of human rights. The iesue of terroriem is being 
manipulated in order to attempt: 


1. To condemn the heroic struggle which the Palestinian resistance has thrust 
onto the general world scene; 


2. To undermine the standing of the PLO as the Palestinian people's legitimate 
representative; and 


3. To bring about conditions that would make it possible to shunt this organi- 
zation onto the sidelines of the peace-settlement process in the Middle East. 


However, the (position of?) this organization, which has the legitimate right to 
represent the Palestinian people in the world, and which is considered by the UN 
as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian Arab people, is outside 
the jurisdiction of the American administration. 
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AMERICAN JUDICIARY SAID INFLUENCED BY ISRAEL 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 5 Mar 61 p 23 
[Article by Mustafa Darwish] 


[Text] The Jordanian government and various Palestinian and Arab authorities 

are concentrating their efforts to see that justice is done to the Jordanian 
youth Ziyad Abu-'Ayn who wae arrested in the U.S., where one of the U.S. 

courte decided to extradite him to the enemy's Israeli authorities with charges 
related to security which the aforementioned authorities cleim he committed 

in Palestine before hie emigration to the U.S. The Jordanian efforts are aimed 
at clarifying the extent of injustice he had suffered so that the U.S. authorities 
could be fair with hie. 


The problem lies in “being fair with him." Zionist penetration into the U.S. 
has even reached judicial departments. The judiciary in any country, even in 
Thi.d “orld countries which the U.S. describes as underdeveloped, always remains 
free of any pressures whatsoever. But the American judiciary, which considers 
Ziyad Abu-'Ayn guilty for a crime he did not commit in the U.S., is owiously 
not free. However, the pressures on the judiciary are, unfortunately, ot from 
the U.S. government; they are from the Ieraeli government and ite agents in the 
U.S. 


The 2l-year-old youth, Ziyad Abu-'Ayn, who was born in Ramallah, has been in 
U.S. jaile since 1979 under the pretense that he carried out an act of "sabotage" 
years before in the Tabarayys area in the north of occupied Palestine; that is, 
he carried out an act of sabotage outside the U.S., if the accusation was 
correct. 


For over one week, since the U.S. court refused an appeal by him, Ziyad Abu~'Ayn 
has been on « hunger strike, and he is allowed no visite by his family. He 
lost 10 kilograms and is unable to stand on his feet because, as he declared, 
"he prefers to die rather than be extradited to the enemy's authorities," 


The U.S. court justified its decision to extradite fighter Ziyad Abu-‘Ayn by 
saying that the U.S. is no longer capable of accommdating people like hin. 
If this were the case, and at the same level, how could the U.S. accommodate 








people like Rabbi Me'ir Kahane and other spiteful, fanatic sioniete and allow 
them to establish centers for military training and collect money for the purpose 
of killing the people to whom Ziyad Abu-‘Ayn belongs, compelling them to leave 
their country and the country of their grandfathers? 


If Ziyad Abu-‘Ayn ie 4 persona non grata in the U.S., why can't the honorable 
court deport him instead of handing him over to his executioners? 


The Arab nations and humane organizations in the world, and primarily the 
Amnesty International Organization, are all invited to do their best with the 
American authorities to save fighter Ziyad Abu-'Ayn from falling to the claws 
of sioniem which are anxiously awaiting hia. 


One last question is inevitable: Who ie our real enemy?! 
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FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR COMMERCE, SUPPLY, FREE ZONES OUTLINED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 18 Jan 81 p 5 


[Article by Ahmad Shakir: “In the Five-Year Plan for the Sector of Commerce: 
National Exports Increase from 150 Million Dinars to 461 Million Dinars, and the 
Balance of Trade Deficit Decreases from 55 Percent to 44 Percent") 


{Text} The authorities concerned have just finished setting up the five-year plan 
for the sector of commerce, supply, and free zones. 


The objectives of this plan are: an increase in national exports of from 150 
million dinars in 1980 to 461 million dinars in 1985, a decrease in the balance of 
trade deficit, expressed as a percentage [of the GNP], from 55 percent to 44 percent 
by the end of the plan period, provision of food supplies at moderate prices, pro- 
duction of bread of high quality, an increase in the domestic production of both 
vegetable and animal foodstuffs in order to cover the greatest possible consumer 
demands which would be made by Jordan's inhabitants, and emphasis of the role of 

the agricultural sector in the country's comprehensive development. The details 

of the plan are as follows: 


The Sector of Commerce 


Economically speaking, the sector of commerce plays a very prominent role among 

all the sectors of the economy because of the factors of mutual influence between 
it and the various economic factors of change. The sector of commerce accounts for 
more than |7 percent of the gross domestic product, at cost price, absorbs about 

10 percent of Jordan's labor force, and contributes toward meeting the consumer, 
production, and supply requirements and needs of both the public and privete 
sectors. 


Foreign trade plays an extremely important role in all aspects of economic life in 
Jordan because the Jordanian economy is increasingly dependent upon foreign trade 
(imported goods + exported goods) which constituted 82 percent of the GNP (the 
average for the period 1976-80). Of this 82 percent, imports accounted for 68 
percent of the GNP, and exports accounted for 14 percent of the GNP. In general, 
commercial activity is basically the domain of the private sector. However, in the 
case of Jordan, the government, in order to provide basic foodstuffs at reasonable 
prices, subsidizes, imports, and distributes these goods. Likewise, in order to 
lighten the burden of inflation on the shoulders of its employees--most of whom earn 
limited or low income--the government has set out to provide most of these basic 
and necessary goods to these employees through the military and civilian consumer 
organizations. 








The principal objective of the free sones is to etrive to make Jordan an 
international center of transit trade and reexport, to encourage the establishment 
of export industries, and to supply domestic markets with the goods which they need 
by means of providing the necessary facilitations and exemptions. 


This sector consists of the following: 
Foreign Trade 


The objective of the 1976-80 five-year development plan for foreign trade was to 
increase the total value of exports from 50 million dinars in 1975 to 169 million 
dinars in 1980, that is, an increase of 27.6 percent [annually]. 


Available data show that the total value of national exported goods and reexported 
goods, in terms of current prices, rose from 48.9 million dinars in 1975 to an 
estimated 150 million dinars in 1980, that is, an [annual] increase of 25.2 percent. 
At fixed prices, this represents an annual increase of 11.9 percent in comparison 
with the 27.6 percent annual increase which was the objective of the plan. Like- 
wise, the total value of national exports, at current prices, increased from 40.1 
million dinars in 1975 to an estimated 120 million dinars in 1980, that is, an 
annual increase of 24.6 percent. In terms of fixed prices, the annual increase was 
11.4 percent as compared with the 31.7 percent which was the objective of the plan. 
The objective of the plan was not achieved due to delays in the stages of implement- 
ing the chemical fertilizer project which was scheduled to begin production and 
export in 1979. Also, the production and export of phosphates (an estimated 3.5 
million tons in 1980) did not equal the objective of the plan in this area (5.4 
million tons in 1980). 


How National Exports Ranked in Terms of Goods 


There was a radical change in terms of how national export goods were ranked on 

the list. Industrial goods became more important. They constituted, on the average, 
39.8 percent of the total exported goods during the period 1976-80. There was a 
relative decrease in the export of agricultural goods and phosphates, which con- 
stituted 25.8 percent and 34.4 percent, respectively, of the national exported goods 
for the period 1976-80. 


The 1976-80 plan foresaw an increase in the total value of imported goods of from 
203 million dinars in 1975 to 300 million dinars in 1980, that is, a annual in- 
crease of 8.1 percent. Available data show that the total value of imported goods 
increased from 234 million dinars in 1975 to an estimated 720 million dinars in 
1980, that is, an annual increase of 25.2 percent. In terms of fixed prices, this 
represents an increase of 11.9 percent in comparison with the 8.1 percent which was 
the objective of the plan, It should be noted that the five-year development plan 
based its estimates on low figures because no actual figures were available when 
the 1976-80 plan was being prepared. 


Among the most important factors which contributed toward the increase in imports 
were the increase in world market prices and the fluctuation of foreign currencies. 
In addition to this, there was an increase in setbacks in the implementation of the 
five-year development plan, a reoccurrence of dry seasons, and the normal increase 
in Jordan's population as well as an increase in people's income. 
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How Imports Ranked in Terma of Goods 


In general, imports constituted two-thirds of the GNP in 1979. Imports of capital 
goode constituted more than two-thirds of the expenditures for capital formation, 


In terme of economic purposes, there was a radical change in the relative importance 
of imported goods. Semi-finished products, raw materials, and capital goods became 
relatively more important in comparison to consumer goods. Consumer goods, capital 
goods, and goods for industrial use constituted 36 percent, 36 percent, and 28 
percent, respectively, of the goods imported during the period 1976-79. These 
percentages are average annual percentages for this period. 


The objective ©! the plan was to decrease the balance of trade deficit, expressed 
ae a percentage of the GNP, from 41.6 percent in 1975 to 20.7 percent in 1980. 
However, available data indicate that the balance of trade deficit, expressed as 
a percentage of the GNP, remained a high figure. During the years 197(, 1977, 
1978, and 1979, these figures were 50 percent, 60 percent, 51 percent, and 55 
percent, respectively. The estimated percentage figure for 1980 is 55 percent. 


This high percentage figure for the balance of trade deficit is due to increasing 
imports of both investment and consumer goods. This is in spite of the fact that 
exports have increased at rates which have been greater than the rates of increase 
in imports and in the GNP. But their role in determining the direction taken by 

the balance of trade deficit has been a limited one because of their very small 
contribution to the total volume of foreign trade--which constituted, on the average, 
no more than 13.6 percent of the GNP during the years that the plan was implemented. 


Change in the Balance of Trade 


The 1981-85 five-year plan will strive to achieve a degree of balance in the 
country's economic structure which will favor the sectors of the economy which 
produce goods, and will strive to provide an economic structure which is more 
diversified and more cohes‘ ve. 


Most of the investments w.il be concentrated in the sectors of agriculture, 
irrigation, and the extracting and export industries which deal in good such as 
potash, fertilizers, phosphates, and cement. This will enable the export of goods 
to play a leading role in increasing the production capacity of Jordan's national 
economy. 


Jordan's foreign trade objectives are defined as follows: 


An increase in the total value [of exports] (national exports + reexports) of from 
an estimated 150 million dinars in 1980 to 461 million dinars in 1985, that is, by 
a total of 307 percent and by an annual average increase of 25.2 percent. A 
decrease in the balance of trade deficit, expressed as a percentage of the GNP, 
from 55 percent in 1980 to 44 percent in 1985. 


Diversification of industrial and mineral products which are exported, instead of 
relying upon exporting a single commodity (phosphates). 
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Organizational Measures 


It is expected that the role of the sector of commerce in Jordan's national 

economy will increase during the 1981-85 Cive-year plan period, and that Jordan 

will become a regional center of international trade. On this basis, the Jordanian 
economy is expected to undergo radical changes in its production structure and is 
expected to be transformed from being a one-sided economy, dependent upon a Limited 
number of economic activities, to being a diversified economy, which will stimulate 
investments and have increased production in various sectors. 


For this reason, the 1981-85 five-year plan is taking the following organizational 
measures in order to stimulate the sector of commerce in order to achieve the 
objectives which it has set: 


Intensification of various efforts, in both the public and private sectors, to 
market Jordanian exports in foreign markets. 


Facilitation of export procedures, including the simplification of the necessary 
documents and papers, providing all possible facilitations and incentives in 
connection with exporting goods, simplification of bank procedures, having banks 
provide more easy terms to export industries, particularly in connection with 
providing long-term and semi-long-term loans, development of the free zones, 
striving to have the Arab countries give their support to the agreement concerning 
Arab economic unity and to support the Arab common market, elimination of the 
restrictions and obstacles which hamper the export of Jordanian goods to their 
markets, establishment of a special fund for insuring exports against the dangers 
of non-payment and against the dangers of disturbances and compelling circumstances, 
conclusion of more trade agreements with both Arab and foreign countries, improve- 
ment in the methods of estimating, assembling, categorizing, classifying, and 
characterizing statistics relating to foreign trade, increasing the number of 
Jordanian trade centers abroad, striving to eliminate certain restrictions in 
order to facilitate the operations of importing the machinery and raw materials 
which are necessary for industry and exempting these industries from the tax on 
goods of foreign origin, and striving to rewrite the investment incentive law so 
that it will correspond to Jordan’: plans for development. 


Projects 
A. The Amman International Fair: 


On the basis of what is mentioned in the 1976-80 national five-year development 
plan's paragraph which deals with organizational measures concerning the develop- 
ment of the sector of industry and mining and which include the completion of 
studies made in connection with the Amman International Fair, the following actual 
steps have been taken to have this fair come into existence: 


1. Acquisition of a 475-dunam plot of land in the (Marj al-Hamam) area. The land 
was purchased for 1,350,000 dinars. Most of this sum has been paid, and only 
357,000 dinars remain to be paid. 


2. Foreign consultant firms have been called upon to make their offers to conduct 
studies and make final designs. The sum of 350,000 dinars has been made available 
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for this purpose from the budgets and allocations of the following organizations: 


a. 150,000 dinars have been made available from the budget of the Trade Center 
Organization. 

b. 130,000 dinars have been made available from the funds covered by the clause 
concerning studies in the budget of the National Planning Council. 

c. 70,000 dinars have been made available from the surpluses of the Silver 
Anniversary Fair, and all of this money is available. 


After a review of offers made by 25 international firms, the project was assigned 
to an experienced international consultant firm. 


Using current prices as a guide, the cost of the second stage of the project was 
estimated at about 14,450,000 dinars. Of this amount, 1,700,000 dinars were 
already spent by the end of 1960. it is estimated that the amount which will be 
spent during the 1981-85 plan period will be about 12,750,000 dinars. 


JORDANIAN IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 
(in millions of dinars) 





























198i 1982 1983 1984 1985 

National Exports 
A. Consumer goods 57.3 72.7 92.2 117.9 102.1 
B. Phosphates 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0 108.0 
E. Cement — — — 22.0 17.0 
F. Other 19.0 22.0 25.0 27.0 30.0 
Total 146.0 215.0 290.0 370.0 417.0 
Reexported Goods 32.7 35.4 38.1 40.8 43.5 
Total exports (FOB) 180.0 250.0 330.0 410.0 460.5 
Imports (CIF) 
A. Consumer goods 252 279 309 341 377 
B. Raw Materials 267 308 356 412 476 
C. Capital goods 276 293 312 330 346 
Total imports 795 880 977 1,083 1,200 
Deficit in 

balance of trade 615 630 647 683 739.5 
9468 
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BRIEFS 


ARBOR DAY OBSERVED--Amman and letra--Yesterday Jordan celebrated Arbor Day. Some 
of the members of the royal family made their contribution toward making che coun- 
try green, toward developiug and making it prosperous, and toward developing its 
agricultural and economic resources. In doing so they embodied the virtues of 
goodness and generosity. His Majesty King Husayn sponsored the principal cele- 
bration marking this occasion which was held at noon yesterday at the Royal 
Cultural Center in the Husayn Youth Complex. Participants in the ceremony who 
planted trees were King Husayn, Prince Hasan, the prime minister, the head of the 
Senate, the head of the Royal Hashemite Chancellery, the head of the National 
Advisory Council, the palace minister, the chief master of ceremonies, various 
high officials and head of both Areb and foreign diplomatic missions in Amman, and 
the commander of the Palestine Liberation Army in Jordan. It should be mentioned 
that the ministe’ of agriculture this year prepared 16,000 dunams of land, in 
various areas of Jordan, to be planted with about 1.5 million trees. Her Majesty 
Queen Nur joined che citizens of Jordan in the province of ‘Aqabah in the planting 
of trees. She planted trees in the courtyard of the Communications Administration 
{building; and in the (Hya) Cultural Center in ‘Aqabah. [Text] [Amman AL-DUSTUR 
in Arabic 18 Jan 81 p 5] 9468 





ISRAELI SPY IN JORDAN--The repressive authorities in Jordan arrested a student in 
the town of al-Zarqa', charging him with distributing a pamphlet printed by one of 
the Palestinian revolutionary groups on the occasion of the anniversary of its 
founding. The student arrested was a Palestinian who has lived all his life in 
al-Zarqa'. When he was being investigated, he was asked about the foreign news- 
papers that he read every day. He replied: "I read all the Arab newspapers that 

I can get my hands on, with the exception of those put out by the client regime of 
Anwar al-Sadat." The intelligence officer who was conducting the investigation 

got angry, slapped the student hard on his face, and then said to him: "We do not 
want you to be active in politics. The country needs educated personnel who are 
not involved in politics and who are not members of destructive political parties." 
Then he asked him if he read Israeli newspapers. The student replied: "I do not 
read Zionist newspapers, but I do read translations of some of [the articles in] 
them which come to me via the PLO. One thing which I [read about and] cannot forget 
is the affairs which the Zionist woman Sarah had with some men working in Jordan's 
intelligence service." The Jordanian intelligence officer became furious and 
screamed: "That is a lie, a lie." Then the student said: "I believe that you 
regularly receive Zionist newspapers. You should check the 14 February 1979 issue 
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of (HAOLAM HAZEH) and see what this Zionist paper said, It said, in short, that 
the Jewish woman Sarah (‘Amram) lived for 8 years in Jordan before returning to 
lerael., During that time she conducted espionage in Jordan and had affairs with 
various officers and ministry officials. During an interview with (HAOLAM HAZEN) 
she admitted that he was on good terme with some intelligence officers, with Mr 
‘Adnan Abu ‘Aw‘ah, the Jordanian @inieter of information, and with a CIA agent in 
Aeman. [Text] [Damascus AL-BA'TH) in Arabic 15 Jan 81 p 3) 


— — 


TENSE SITUATION IN ‘AJLUN~-Amman=-The situation is still tense in the city of 
‘Ajlun in northern Jordan since three members of the Muslim Brotherhood organi- 
sation gang Killed two teachers when they were on their way to the school where 
they worked on Monday morning, 16 March 1981, Arrivals from the Jordanian 
capital say that more than 2,000 soldiers and 200 security troops are stationed 
along the road leading from Jarash to ‘Ajlun. They are spread throughout the 
forest around the city and have surrounded all the entrances to the city of 
‘Ajlun. Reporte from Amman add that the Jordanian authorities arrested large 
numbers of people within the past 3 days in ‘Ajlun, ‘Ayn Janna, Kufrinja and 
‘Anjarah in the northern part of Jordan. The number of people arrested was more 
than 400 from the tribes of al-Rabadhiyyah, al-Qudhah, al-Sumadiyah, Qayqin and 
al-Mumani. They were in the detention center in Irbid. The Jordanian author i- 
ties launched a wide-scale search campaign in the ‘Ajlun district's houses and 
farms. They confiscated a quantity of arms. Arrivale from Amman etrese that 
the situation in the city of ‘Ajlun is still explosive, particularly after the 
burial of the two assassinated teachers, Ya'kub al-Rabadhi and Jubra'il Jadalilah 


teal [JN231754 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1615 GMT 
Mar 


MAGAZINE CLAIMS U.S. FORCES SOUGHT--Beirut--The Lebanese magazine AL-KIFAH 
AL-"ARABI has stressed that high-level talks have recently been held between 
the Jordanian regime and the United States on stationing U.S. forces in Jordan. 
The magazine said that these talks came in implementation of a plan suggested by 
Richard Allen, one of U.S. President Reagan's senior advisers, to reinforce the 
Rapid Deployment Force in the Middle East and Arab Gulf region. The magazine 
referred to repeated meetings between officials of the roya. Jordanian regime 
and Zionist officials. It also pointed out the royal regime's betrayal of the 
Arab nation beginning with King ‘Abdallah and his meeting with Golda Meir on 
the night of 12 May 1948, AL-KIPAH AL~‘ARABI said that the Jordanian regime's 
traitorous history is repeating its ugly face by the meetings His Majesty King 
Husayn and the members of his family are holding with the Zionist officials and 
their betrayal of the Arabs and the Arab cause. The magazine expected His 
Majesty King Husayn to claim the presence of turmoil and acts of violence in 
Jordan 80 a8 to justify calling U.S. forces into the country under the cover of 
US. military aid to Jordan. It added that the Jordanian-Israeli contacts do 
not relieve King Hassan II of the tasks entrusted to him because press reports 
estress the Moroccan king's readiness to carry out the role planned for him in 
order to obliterate the Arab cause and liquidate the Palestinian Arab people's 
national rights. [Text] (JN292118 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1915 GMT 
2° Mar 61) 


U.S. WAR COLLEGE DELBGATION--Information Minister ‘Adnan Abu ‘Awdah received 
here today the U.S. Army War College delegation currently visiting Jordan. The 
minister explained to the delegation Jordan's stand on the Palestine cause and 
the principles which guarantee a just and compre! nsive solution to thie cause. 
He stressed that the solution must be just and balanced. The minister said that 
Jordan stresses the necessity for U.S. recognition of the PLO as the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the Palestinian people and their official spokesman in 
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peace efforts and in any other process, based on UN resolutions, The minister 
said that a just, balanced and comprehensive solution of the Palestine cause 

is the only means to guarantee the national and regional security for the 
region's states and to help entrench the bases of world peace. The minister 
stressed the importance of a change in U.S, attitude that take into considera~ 
tic the aspirations of the peoples in the region to achieve their aims, par— 
ticularly establishment of an independent Palestinian state and a guarantee of 
stability and security in tiis vital part of the world, {Text} (JN291333 Amman 


Domestic Service in Arabic 1200 GMT 29 Mar 81) 


MESSAGE FROM ZIYAD ABU 'AYN=-His Majesty King Husayn has received a message from 
militant Ziyad Abu ‘Ayn, who is in a Chicago prison in the United States. Mili- 
tant Abu ‘Ayn greeted His Majesty King Husayn, Prime Minister Mudar Badran and 
the Jordan people and government and praised their honorable national stand on 
the issue vt hie extradition to the Israeli occupation authorities. Militant 
Ziyad Abu ‘Ayn phoned PETRA-JNA expressing thanks to Jordan, the king, the 
government and the people for their stand, which is a living example of deci- 
sively confronting the Leraeli enemy and its designe againet the Arab nation's 
honor and integrity. [Text] [JN301936 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 1900 GMT 
30 Mar 61) 
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PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES CRISIS FACING CABINET, COUNTRY 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arable | Feb Si p tl 


linterview with Lebanese Prime Minteter Shatiq al-Wagean by Hasan al- ‘Abdallah: 
“Al-Wagean tn Exclusive taterview That Lacks No Franknees: Lebanon Gete Stronger 
With Supporting Arab Blrothera; We Are Dealing With Arey Reorganteation With Utter 
Secrecy; laeue of Shi'ites te lLeawe of All of Lebanon; United States Got Anary tor 
Zahiah fut Disregarded South, Exchange of lntereets Boletere Our Relat tonehip With 
Palest tntane” | 


Text) The Lebanese arena te witnessing new developments that tndleate the 
possibility of a clearly tatensif ted contitfet, begtaning with tnternal explostons 
and with the doubts cast on the aray and government situation and ending with the 
auccesaive Jtiontat threate and agaresstons, 


Where dows the Lebanese prige @inteter etand vie-a-vie all these and other teaues! 
The interview with the prime @inieater and the anawere he has given have been frank. 
Shatiq al-Warean hae talked about the gowernment's current position and hae aaid 
in reply to the clamor surrownding tt: “The gowerament te c heatve and ta capable 
of tectag the hardest conditions and pressures,” 


Vegatiing the Ziontet escalation that hase reached the Arab Deterrence Forces, 
al-Warean hee aseetted: “What te going on makes it clear how far the conapiracy 
has pone. We have come to bellewe that we are on the threshold of « new and 
dangerous phase that te trying to take advantage of the deteriorating Arab con- 
ditions and that te aleo trying to benet it Crom the opportune tnternat tonal 
ciroumetances, eapectally the U.S. cirewnstances.” Here te AL-QUDS PRESS--~AL- 
WATAN '«-- interview with Prime Mintieter al-Wagean: 


Government la Cohesive and Capable 


[Queetion| Can you eive we « qutck glimpse of the government's march from the 
time of designation, formation and wiening the vote of confidence through all the 
accompanying complications and crises? 


|Anewer! The quick glimpee that vou ask be cast on all the taasues that have 
accompanted the government's aarch up to this moment--this shows ue the various 
phases of the march, beginning with the flash of regrettable explosions and detona- 
tions that ecupted inthe country with the coming of the government. There were 











people who exploited that period when there was no control--a period usually falling 
in the time between the designation of a prime minister, the formation of a cab= 
inet and the winning of the vote of confidence, Numerous elements, with similar 
inclinations at times and with conflicting inclinations at others, found that they 
could penetrate through the semi=vacuum in government, and before this semi-vacuum 
wae filled by the new government with a legitimate and responsible position, to 
realize certain goale and gains. There were also those who tampered with the 
security situation by taking positions that couldn't be characterized as being 
even minimally responsible. There were also those who had principled and important 
positions and demands which were appreciated by all. However, some of the people 
with euch demands and positions failed to take into consideration, for private 
reasons, the fact that when the national concern is threatened by imminent dangers 
this concern becomes the main principle next to which all other positions and 
demands become subsidiary, especially if such positions and demands are not of 
paramount importance. There were also those seeking ministerial positions whose 
screams became loud and their resolution became suddenly inflexible after a long 
absence trom the arena of public service just because the ministerial pot could 
not offer them a meal. All these people failed by varying degrees to appreciate the 
serious nature of the phase, the difficulty of the circumstance and the explosive- 
nese of the conditions. They also failed to realize that when matters become 
insurmountable, the danger, the difficulty and the explosiveness harm the homeland 
before harming the government. Perhaps you agree with me that in view of the fact 
that we have been able, with God's aid and with the support of the major popular 
inclinations, to overcome these crises and explosions without allowing them to 
affect the governmental affair and without letting them cause the resignation or 
ouster of the government--and there are many who seek such an end--then this gov- 
ernment is a cohesive and steadfast government that is capable of facing the 
hardest circumstances and pressures, despite the dust raised around it and rumors 
spread about it. 


As for the effect of all of this on the country's situation generally, it is 
regrettable that the impact on stability and on restoring the country to as normal 
4 situation as possible has been negative. However, the situation--despite its 
negativity--has not extinguished the hopes and efforts of the Lebanese to attain 
salvation with all the methods and means. Moreover, it has not affected the 
regime's resolution to confront the dangers and to sail the ship to a safe shore. 


Floatine and Reecue 


(Al-Wazzan added:) The profusion of events undergone by the country in the past 

2 months has proven that there are numerous forces that seek by varying degrees 
and for different reasons to strike security and the homeland. The events have 
also proven that there are many who love this homeland and who seek its salvation. 
Despite the little power and resources at their disposal, the tempestuous events 
have made these people more resolute and determined to float and save the homeland. 
Consequently, we will confront the first faction with 411 the means at our disposal, 
foremost of which is our faith in this homeland and in the unity of its soil, 
people and institutions. We will also extend our hand to the second faction and 
will act in solidarity with it to realize the salvation of this homeland. This 

is an occasion for us to urge this good faction to unite its ranks and its 
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organisation, Despite the enormity of the conspiracy, confronting it with a 
united resolution and a united will is a fundamental factor that must exist to 
achieve salvation, 


However, adde al-Wasean, has the government succeeded so tar? 


In reply, he says: This government which has been confronted with tumultuous 
storms from the time of designation and formation has realized, in my view, fund- 
amental success embodied in the steadfastness against all the forces that did not 
want thie government to stand fast because ite stumbling and downfall creates the 
possibility for this homeland to stumble and fall. 


Positive Effects 


[Question] Can you sum up the strides that the government has made and the 
successes that it has realized? 


[Anewer] My previous anewer contains a general framework of the answer to this 
question. I will add that insofar as the first dilemma which faced the government 
in ite firet hours of existence is concerned, meaning the ‘Ayn al-Rummanah dilemma, 
the government found itself--before completing its constitutionsal presence, before 
the ministers got to their offices and before the minister of defense returned from 
his trip abroad--facing the continuation of violent previous positions and steps, 
one of which was focused in ‘Ayn al-Rummanah. Through confrontations connected 
with the premiership's initiatives and positions, we faced the well-known position 
of the army and of the colluding and negligent army officers and members who failed 
to carry out their duties. As for the security situation which deteriorated in a 
sudden and serious manner shortly after formation of the cabinet, we dealt with it 
in a fundamental manner through the internal security forces and with the support 
of the Arab Deterrence Forces. The positive effects of this approach are still 
present. As for the daily Living concerns that burden the citizen, serious 
efforts have been made to deal with the problems of traffic, sanitation and tele- 
phones and to revitalize the official departments connected with the citizen's 
daily life. The positive effects of these efforts have begun to appear gradually 
and continually. We are still at the beginning of the road and we have ahead of 

us many aspirations, plans and confrontations. But we have first and foremost 

the will and the determination to stand fast. 


Army Organization 


[Question] It is the view of the political circles that the more serious and 
prominent knot is the iseve of the army which has been linked to ‘Ayn al-Rummanah 
issue. What is your opinion in this regard? 


[Answer] ‘Ayn al-Rummanah issue needs to be highlighted to the degree whereby the 
citizens become certain that is is being dealt with seriously through a comprehen- 
sive and fundamental national framework because this issue is one of the 
manifestations of the basic flaw that has afflicted the military structure in 
Lebanon. This manifestation is presently the subject of an objective and construc- 
tive approach. As officials who abide by the legal rules and, more importantly, by 
our national responsibility, we cannot focus the bright lights on the details of 
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of thie issue, a8 some people wish, because such an act would undermine the military 
laws and regulations that require that this issue be dealt with within the frame 

of secrecy. Moreover, focusing such lights on the issue would undermind the posi- 
tive efforte being exerted to solve this issue in a manner that guarantees the full 
sovereignty and domination of the legitimate government. Finally, focusing such 
attention on the issue would undermine the ongoing efforte to build the Lebanese 
army structure on balanced national foundations. As for the oratory verbal and 
propaganda approaches, they lead, the experiences have proven, to nothing other 

than complicating problems and to intensifying the negative. We are in the process 
of a direct approach which, if not secretive, is not at least boastful or exaggera- 
— and an approach that is inspired by the national conecience, by reason and by 
ogic. 


Ieeve of All of Lebanon 
[Question] What ephere has the issue of the country's Shi'ite sect reached? 


[Answer] The issue of the Shi'ite sect is the issue of all of Lebanon because it 
is the issue of the south and of preserving its land, its citizens and its liveli- 
hood. In this regard, we refuse that this issue be anything other than the 
homeland's issue. Though the harm has hurt the southerner more than others, the 
homeland is a complete body and a wound in any part of the body causes bleeding 
that affects not only this part but the entire body. Dealing with Shi'ite sect's 
issue comes from dealing objectively with the tragedies of the south through 
effective official attention. All should agree that this attention be directed 
through the Southern Council. This council is also a comprehensive national issue 
and responsibility and conditions of this council will be tackled in a manner that 
pleases all the national factions, especially the southerners. We share with the 
brothers in Amal Movement the stance of the sons of the same line and the same 
rank. We extend our hand to this movement to realize justice and equality among 
all the Lebanese factions so that this sovement, and with it all the constructive 
Lebanese organizations, may form a firm layer on which the mainstays of this 
homeland rest. 


Popular Confidence 


[Question] Some circles say that the 4l-vote government [meaning the government 
which has won the vote of confidence of only 41 members of the Chamber of Deputy] 
will weigh its steps with only such a number of votes. What is your opinion? 


[Answer) If you take into consideration the circumstances of the vote of confidence 
session and of what happened in it intentionally or unintentionally, meaning the 
absence of a number of deputies who were kept away from the session by intimidation 
or by various other means and methods, and if we take into consideration the posi- 
tion of the Chamber of Deputies, considering that it is a chamber whose term has 
been renewed time after time because of the existing conditions, if we take into 
consideration the fact that the government's relations with the chamber do not take 
into consideration the same bases on which the previous government relied in ob- 
taining their vote of confidence and if we take into consideration the dimensions 
of the confrontations and problems that have faced the government from the moment 
of ite formation due to circumstances with which this gove.ament had nothing to do 
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and which put the government in advance in 4 sea of negative elementa=-if we take 
all this into consideration, we would find justly that the legal confidence that 
the government obtained is not as small as some people portray it. If some people 
like to find it small under any circumstances, then the popular confidence given 
the government definitely makes up for it in this regard. The government, as well 
as the Chamber of Deputies, need thie popular confidence to continue to carry out 
the duties entrusted to them, 


Escalation and Negligence 


[Question] After the vote of confidence, the crises erupted anew in the face of 
the government, the firet being the Israeli attacks in the south aimed against the 
Deterrence Forces. What is your plan to deal with this serious situation? 


[Anewer] The escalation of the Leraeli attacks to the degree of aiming them against 
the Arab Deterrence Forces existing in Lebanon makes evident the advanced stage that 
the conspiracy has reached. We have come to believe that we are on the threshold of 
a new and serious phase that is trying to take advantage of the deteriorating Arab 
conditions and to benefit from the opportune international circumstances, especially 
the U.S. circumstances, Lebanon has always demanded that the situation in the south 
be dealt with through a unified Arab strategy and through serious and unified Arab 
action vis-a-vis the developments, the recent escalation and the major perils to 
which the Arab homeland generally, and southern Lebanon in particular, is exposed. 
Realizing this strategy and providing the unified Arab action have become an urgent 
pan-Arab need. The continued lack of such a strategy and the continued disregard 
for ite urgency constitute a regrettable negligence of Lebanon and of the Lebanese, 
and the homeland will forgive the negligent. 


Circumstances Involved in Zahlah Events 


[Question] The Israeli escalation coincided with a major security explosion in 
Zahlah. Ie there an explanation to this coincidence and what are your solutions? 


[Anewer] The situation in Zahlah and the circumstances and incidents that led to 
it underline the seriousness of the phase, especially since all the parties con- 
cerned are unanimous that there were manipulative foreign fingers which had an 
interest in reaping the fruits of the regrettable explosion in Zahlah. It is no 
secret that there is more than one party with a definite interest in torpedoing the 
security situation in area aiter area and in implanting destruction, division and 
despair behind in order to reap the fruits. These parties plant in order to realize 
schemes that vary in their goale and their evil. But in all cases, they are not in 
the interest of Lebanon or of the Lebanese and, ultimately, not in the interest of 
the Arab brothers. It is also no secret that there are those who are attempting to 
strike the role of the Deterrence Forces in Lebanon. These attempts emanate from 
either a local internal role or from Arab circumstances which have to do with the 
Arab fragmentation and the Arab axes that have surfaced in the Arab action arena 
recently. The critical situation in Zahlah sums up the critical situation in 
Lebanon. The causes of the Lebanese crisis are intricate, its conditions are com- 
plex and its circumstances are involved and the situation in Zahlah is another 
example that reflects one of the pictures of the Lebanese crisis. All the parties 
concerned are responsible for the solution. We don't imagine that this solution is 
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inaccessible if goodwill prevaile and if the Syrian role in appreciated practically, 
keeping in mind that there is no alternative currently to the presence of the Arab 
Deterrence Forces, especially since the security role of the Lebanese army has 
faltered in the wake of ‘Ayn al-Rummanah evente. 


Internationalization and Quicksands 


[Question] As a result of these crises, severa) voices have risen calling for 
internationalization. What is your reply to this framework and what is the Lebanese 
government's position vis-a-vis the statement by the U.S. Department of State on 
the Zahlah evente? 


[Answer] We have experienced flagrant disregard from the world for the Lebanese 
tragedy. If the international role is actually represented on the Lebanese arena, 
then this representation is embodied most strongly in the stationing of the UN 
Emergency Forces in southern Lebanon where the presence of these forces is almost 
confined to being a moral presence. The presence of these forces on the conflict 
arena is more the presence of an eyewitness to the flagrant aggressions than that 
of a barrier, not to say a deterrent. This international role is also embodied 
most strongly in the resolutions which the Security Council has issued in favor 

of Lebanon--resolutions to which Israel has responded with rejection and with 
further transgression and aggression. The desire of some to internationalize the 
Lebanese crisis is countered by the wish of the influential world to steer clear 

of the Lebanese quicksands and to avoid getting immersed in the details of the 
conflict on the Lebanes« arena in order to keep its fingers from burning. If 

those desirine internationalization want this internationalization to exert pressure 
on Israel with the various means (and this internationalization is capable of 

doing so) to stop its aggression against the south, then we wish that this would 
be realized. But if what is wanted from internationalization is to get more deeply 
involved in the fire of the international struggles, many of which are in conflict 
with the Arab currents, then Lebanon has no interest ‘n this kind of international- 
ization which will have absolutely no positive effect on Lebanon's present situation. 
Though we are deeply pained for the regrettable events that have taken place in 
Zahlah, we urge all the sides that are issuing statements regarding Zahlah, includ- 
ing the U.S. Department of State, to kindly issue similar statements on the daily 
death, destruction and eviction co which the citizens of the south--the area which 
has been afflicted with the Israeli aggressions and with the world's disregard for 
its tragedy--are exposed. 


Detente A Must 


[Question] It seems that there is something black in the political atmosphere. 
Within this framework, what is the fate of the detente process? 


[Answer] The situation is gloomy because those who hold the world's umbrellas 

are concealing the sun from Lebanon. But the sun is eternal, and so is Lebanon. 
The hard conditions of these days must change becuase there are no constant 
unvariables in politics. Politics is successive and changing events and conditions. 
With the rapid succession of events and the change of conditions, whether in the 
world or in Lebanon, all must regain their calm, their rationality and their 
logical visualization and planning. Lebanon cannot be but one Lebanon, with all 

its sons. Lebanese detent must exist, whether some of the Lebanese like it or not. 
The objective facts impose themselves on all the false facts. What is obstructing 
detente these days are insurmountable external circumstances that have nothing to 
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do with the Lebanese. These circumstances will inevitably disappear with the 
realization of political changes. What is also obstructing this detente are 
Lebanese circumstances that have to do with the complex of fear and of injuctice. 
These are feelings that exist in the hearts. When the Lebanese create for themselves 
conditions and realities with which these hearts feel safe and reassured (and thie 
is something which the Lebanese can do), then detente will impose itself on all 
factions of all sorts. 


Lebanon and Palestine 


[Question] How do you evaluate the Lebanese-Palestinian relationship and what is 
ite future? 


[Anewer] What Lebanon has offered the Palestinian cause is beyond comparison with 
what any Arab country has offered this cause. Lebanon hasn't done this to make 
anybody feel obliged to it. The cause is Lebanon's cause and Lebanon's soil is 
still the arena of the struggle seeking to prove the existence of this cause and 

to achieve ite rights. What makes these relations firm and positive is the fact 
that they are established within the framework of the agreements concluded with the 
Palestinian resistance, especially the Cairo agreement. The stronger is the adher- 
ence to the covenants and treaties and the stronger is the mutual appreciation of 
the interests, the more firmly will the Lebanese-Palestinian relations be established 
on firm and stable bases and the less liable to explosions they will be. Out of my 
deep fuith in the Arabs' primary cause, I am eager for Lebanon to be foremost among 
those seeking a lasting and just solution for this cause, especially since the 
realization of this solution will be paralleled with the realization of a solution 
to the Lebanese dilemma. 


Arabs Owe It to Us 


[Question] How do you view Lebanon's future connection with the Arab area and with 
the Middle East crisis? 


[Answer] The Lebanese crisis has confirmed Lebanon's strong bond with the Arab 
area. Lebanon was the area's mirror and conscience. It was also one of the most 
important links connecting the Arab area with the world of growth, development and 
progress. Lebanon's openness to the area reached the point where at times what 

this area owes Lebanon was not taken into consideration. Thus, Lebanon turned into 
an arena for the major Arab conflicts and has paid the bill owed by brothers who 
are more capable of paying it. However, Lebanon is a basic part of this area and 
its bond with it is an organic bond that cannot be broken or separated. But now 
that Lebanon has become, regardless of whether willingly or unwillingly, a part of 
the Middle East crisis, that it has been merged in this crisis through Arab posi- 
tions and international exploitation and that it has been its fate to be among the 
vanguards fighting for the Arabs nation--and this is an honor for Lebanon under 

all circumstances--now that all this has happened, the Arab nation shoulders a 
doubled duty in exerting efforts to spare Lebanon temporary dangers embodied in 

the repeated Israeli aggressions and in anticipated Israeli aggressions that may 
seek to occupy part of Lebanon's territories and to partition other parts. Lebanon, 
with all its sons, is against these evil schemes and is facing their ferocity and 
danger with boundless resolution. Lebanon will grow stronger with its Arab brothers 
if they support its right to survive, live and continue as a united and independent 
sovereign. This is something that the Arabs owe Lebanon. 
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LEBANON 


PHALANGIST LEADER CRITICIZED FOR SEPARATIST PLANS 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 31 Jan 81 p 11 


{Article by Hassan Farah: "Report Exposes Phalangist Ambitions; Bashir al-Jumayyil's 
Empire Includes Christians in Syria, Iraq and Jordan; Troops Studying in Israel and 
South Africa and Weapons From West Germany") 


[Text] Beirut--AL-QUDS PRESS--Another step on the path of building the racist 
Maronite state linked to Zionism was realized in recent weeks when it was revealed 
that the Phalangist leadership has adopted a decision to apply compulsory con- 
scription in the ghetto area. 


Bashir al-Jumayyil is the proponent of the idea of this far-reaching plan that puts 
all the inhabitants of the ghetto area, especially the youth groups, in the service 
of the isolationist plan. Consequently, this measure will block the path in the 
face of the emergence of any effective opposition in this area to the Phalange 
Party which has been entrenched as the sole leadership of the Christians. 


Compulsory Subject 


The new plan will be implemented in successive stages, beginning with the stage of 
training male and female high-school students in the area on the use of arms and 
with considering this training a compulsory subject in the academic curricula. On 
the occasion, it is beneficial to point out that the command of the so-called 
Lebanese Forces, which is the name given to the Phalangist forces led by Bashir 
al-Jumayyil, supervises directly all the schools in this area, be they private 
schools or schools of the Ministry of National Education. The purpose of this 
step is to enable the Phalangist leadership to turn the ghetto area into a society 
embracing the isolationist Phalangist ideas and projections which are saturated 
with the spirit of racism and fanaticism. 


Male and Female Conscripts 


The Phalangist decision adopted in regard to applying the compulsory conscription 
system calls for beginning within 3 months summoning male and female youths in the 
ghetto area to take part in 3-month training courses. As for male and female 
students, they will be subjected to a special training system as part of their 
educational program. After the training period is over, a group of the male and 
female conscripts will be chosen to join the regular Phalangist forces which, 
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according to reports, are more than 20,000-man strong and which are armed with 
modern heavy weapons and equipment, including the Zionist-made Super Sherman tank, 
heavy long-range guns, rocket Launchers and so forth, Recently, a consignment of 
helicopters was delivered to the area and these helicopters are stationed at 
present in a remote base in the bleak plains of Kasrawan. Phalangist pilots con- 
tinue to receive training on flying these helicopters in the Zionist bases in the 
occupied Palestine and continue to engage in field exercises on the use of these 
helicopters in military operations under the supervision of Zionist military 
experts. 


West German Weapons 


This compulsory military service system focuse;s on a number of qualified conscripts 
to study and graduate from the Zionist military schools with the rank of lieuten- 
ants. Last year, the Phalangist command sent one of its youth missions to South 
Africa to receive training in its military schools. A delegation including two 
members of the Phalangist Party Political Bureau and a number of military officials 
had earlier visited the racist regime in South Africa and held talks with the 
officials there on the means of cooperation between the two sides. The credit for 
the establishment of this relationship goes to the Zionist circles which have acted 
as the introduction intermediaries. On the other hand, contacts are currently 
underway between the Phalangist command and the West German Government for enrolling 
Phalangist youth missions in the West German military schools. Some reports in- 
dicate that Bonn has not been very enthusiastic toward the Phalangist request in 
view of the embarrassment that it could create in the sphere of its relations with 
the Arab countries. However, the West German circles have expressed their readiness 
to give the Phalange Party aid in other fields, such as weapons and equipment. On 
the occasion, we should note that a West German ship arrived 10 days ago at the 
Phalangist Acquamarina Port in the ghetto and unloaded there a shipment of modern 
weapons, including field guns, munitions and electronic equipment. 


Phalangist Army 

The Phalangist leadership has instructed the military agency to show ultimate 
flexibility in implementing the compulsory military service system. The instruc- 
tions given in this regard call on the military command to show tolerance in 
exempting youth from the service. It is understood now that the compulsory military 
service pl.n seeks to realize several points, the most important of which are: 

Help form a regular Phalangist army with high training and sophisticated equipment. 


Bind all the ghetto's inhabitants to the Phalangist authority as the leader and 
defender of Christians. 


Block the path in the face of any opposition activities and make all realize that 
confronting the Phalangist authority is unpermissible. 


Create uniform generations saturated with fanaticism and hostility to the Arabs. 
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Christian "Empire" 


There is very reliable iniormation speaking in detail about the Phalangist leader- 
ship's ambitions, especially the ambitions of Bashir al-Jumayyil who is in command 
of the Phalangist military. Some people who have strong connections with this man 
report that he is dreaming of creating in this area a "Christian empire" that 
extends beyong Lebanon. It is the view of this isolationist leader that the Arab 
world's Christians, especially those living in Syria, Iraq and Jordan, expect to 
live in their own society. Bashir al-Jumayyil is seeking to create the nucleus of 
this sectarian society with the hope of attracting these Christians to rally behind 
him and, consequently, to gather in one area. This, of course, is liable to create 
some modifications in the area's political map. In recent years, the Phalangist 
Party leaders, expecially party chairman Pierre al-Jumayyil and his son Bashir, 
have reiterated statements and slogans that draw the attention, such as saying "we 
are the conscience of the Christians of the east and the symbol of their ambition 
and their hopes." We should note here that Pierre al-Jumayyil accused during a 
television dialogue between himself and Sa'ib Salam, a former Lebanese prime mini- 
ster, all the Arab countries of persecuting their Christian minorities and said 
that these Christians view the Phalange Party as the symbol of their hopes and 
aspirations. 


Al-Jumayyil's Dreams 


This dream which tickles the imagination of Bashir al-Jumayyil seems achievable to 
the man amidst the conditions prevailing in the Middle East and under the dominant 
role played by the Zionist entity and the imperialist states generally. Those who 
know Bashir al-Jumayyil and his fascist racist mentality say that the Phalange 
militia commander wants to transform Lebanon into a homeland for the Christians. 
Within this framework, al-Jumayyil encourages the Arab world Christians to emigrate 
to Lebanon and promises them the Lebanese citizenship. We should note that the 
Syrian authorities discovered in the past sabotage networks in Damascus and Aleppo 
which received financial aid and weapons from the Phalange Party. Bashir al- 
Jumayyil is reported to have said that as long as Zionism has been able to create 
a Jewish homeland on an Arab land usurped from its original Arab inhabitants, then 
why shouldn't he be able to create aChristian homeland in this area with the aid 
of Zionism and imperialism that support any action that may further divide and 
weaken the Arabs? 
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LEBANON 


PHALANGISTS EXPECTED TO RESUME TALKS WITH SOVIETS 
Beirut AL NAHAR in Arabic 4 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Sarkis Na'um: "The Situation Today: Advice, Mistakes and Renewed 
Discussion" ] 


[Text] Well-informed Soviet political sources think it likely that during the 
second half of this week or next week at the latest, a low-profile meeting will 
be held between the Soviet ambassador in Lebanon, Mr Alexander Soldetov, and the 
president of the Lebanese Forces supreme council, Shaykh Bashir Jumayyil. They 
say that this meeting--if nothing stops it--will be the fourth in a series of 
Soviet-Phalangist meetings which began at the end of last spring and continued 
until the beginning of the following summer. They indicate that the meeting comes 
after a continuous interruption of months, the main reason being that the Soviet 
ambassador was first absent from Lebanon on yearly vacation and then contracted 
an illness. 


The sources themselves believe that the meeting will be held based upon the desire 
expressed by a Soviet diplomatic representative in Beirut, after returning from his 
country, to mutual friends who have continuously played an intermediary role and 
perhaps a short-cut between the Soviets and Phalangists. They think that the 
Soviets have a position they wish to announce to the leader of the Lebanese Forces 
and subsequently the Lebanese Front, in view of all the events which have trans- 
pired and which are expected to transpire in the region. There is also the desire 
to know the Phalangist and Front positions as to what happened and what will 
happen, and a precise appraisal of the next stage. 


What can happen in the upcoming meeting? 
It is inevitable that the meeting will examine the contents of the discussions 


which were conducted during the other three meetings. Those informed with the 
course of these discussions say that the Soviets brought up two points which were: 





1 - Improving the relations of the Phalangist party with Syria. Here Bashir 
Jumayyil expressed a preparedness for this, of course within restraints to safeguard 
it. 





2 - Cutting off every connection with Israel. In this area Jumayyil denied the 
existence of any such connection and assured that the Phalangists stand independent. 
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He asked the Soviet ambassador if he really thought that he was an Israeli agent. 
He answered: If that were the matter then we would not be meeting now. However, 
the ambassador cautioned Shaykh Bashir against Israeli agents who may have infil- 
trated into places near to him. Jumayyil answered by saying that this is his 
responsibility and concern. 


Before the Soviet ambassador departed Beirut for Moscow last summer he attempted 

to arrange a fourth meeting between himself and Shaykh Bashir Jumayyil. However 
this was impossible because the ambassador was absorbed in preparations to depart. 
This did not prevent the ambassador from giving some advice to the commander of the 
Lebanese Forces through mutual friends. Most prominent was the advice that it was 
not possible to correct mistakes without making them (this advice came after the 
events of 7 July) and acknowledging that he will achieve victories while at the 
same time committing mistakes. 


As for the upcoming meeting between the Soviet ambissador and the Phalangists, 
those informed think it likely that it will deal with (of course after the appraisal 
of events from the past stage) two subjects which are: 


| = The relationship with Syria. In this area those informed expect that the 
Phalangist side will say that the line opened between themselves and Syria has 
nearly become impassable, and describe the feeble progress in the dialogue which 
it began with Syria with the exchange of Phalangist and Syrian prisoners a few 
months ago, and how the dialogue has continued without the Phalangists obtaining 
the most notable of the captives as they had expected, and how they have nearly 
come to the end of the line in this matter. 


2 - The relationship with the Palestinians. At this level those informed expect 
the Phalangists to bring up with Soviet representatives what they consider in- 
sincerity on the part of the Palestinan resistance alliance in its discussion 

with the Phalangist or with the Lebanese Front. For it calls for a discussion, 
accepts “ne, or perhaps pursues one, and then quickly breaks it off. Those 
informed expressed their belief that Jumayyil may wish that the Soviet Union, 
through its ambassador in Lebanon, take charge in the dialogue with the Palestinian 
resistance, if there is a dialogue, with the Soviet Union acting as an intermediary 
and witness at the same time. 


Will this renewed dialogue succeed and reflect favorably on the Lebanese situation? 


The political circles do not see any damage in the Soviet-Phalangist dialogue 
because the Soviet Union is a large country with a presence in the region and in 
Lebanon, and because any solution in the Middle East crisis which is connected to 
the Lebanese crisis is not possible without its participation, as we have seen. 
But this is unlikely to lead to more than a calming of the situation and providing 
an appropriate climate in which the final solutions may be reflected, when the 
time comes. 
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PHALANGE ARMS BUILDUP DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS tn English 21 Mar 81 pp 16-17 


[Article by Annie King-Underwood } 


[Text] 





£22 J $243 inn +f ‘ 
il HI Hi it 
a eG ih at 
fel! ie: HE al 
24344 ie i SAESE*g2 0508" 12] 
cay a 
He J 
J aly 
ea ii ‘li uh — 


118 














J 
iii 
i tal uit? 
ILE ink Hig 
327i 22545 HEE i is 
J eat | i 
J— 
tec egrets 
Bean: fide 


Go to Cyprus If You Want To Know About the Arms Trade to Lebanon 





want to know more about the arms trade 
to Lebanon you should be in Limassol. 
five years on two 

some of the trade 

Beirut port was diverted there, and 
secondly because of the arms trade. All 
As arms arrive at the port, 
representatives of the buyers check them 


He added: ‘The port of Limassol has 
boomed the last 
Tecan 


factions have their bases there 
and then arrangements are made for 
them to be sent across to Lebanon, 


from Be 


3 He at 


+ 
—— 
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unfortunately mow you have to align 


yourself with one or the other faction — 


then you become their permanent 


representative - 
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TRADE COOPERATION WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 6 Feb 81 p 6 


[Article: “Agreement on Re-construction Aid, Strengthening Exchange as Result of 
Czech Delegation's Visit") 


[Text) As a result of the discussions conducted by the Czechoslovakian delegation 
in Beirut, led by the minister of Foreign Trade, an agreement was reached whereby 
a Lebanese delegation from the reconstruction and growth council would visit 
Prague to conduct discussions about Czechoslovakia participating in areas of 
re-constructing Lebanon, upon concluding a document of cooperation between the 
Chamber of Commerce in Lebanon and its counterpart in Czechoslovakia. 


This is as stated by the Czechoslovakian minister of Foreign Trade upon his 
departure, and the visiting delegation, yesterday from Beirut airport. 


At the farewell for the delegation was the Charge d'affaires for the Czechoslovakian 
embassy in Lebanon, Bruju Visky, the trade advisor at the embassy and the general 
director of the fruits office in Lebanon, Raymond Rafael, and the chief of the 
livestock production office, engineer Rashid Adris. 


The Czech minister said before his departure, "I can say in general that I was 
pleased with the results of the visit. In addition to the official meetings I was 
also happy with the private interviews where I met officials of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in Lebanon, those concerned with agriculture and the 
re-construction and growth council, and the ministry of Economy and Trade." 


He added, “I felt that there are great and distinct possibilities which can be 
developed to support Czechoslovakian-Lebanese relations at the level of trade, 
industry and commercial trade between the two nations." 


He was asked: Was there an agreement signed pertaining to commercial exchange 
between Lebanon and Czechoslovakia? He said, "During the interviews and contacts 
that I had, especially with the re-construction and growth council, it was agreed 
to hold a meeting in Prague within two months concerning the areas of construction 
and housing. Of course the re-construction and growth council will represent the 
Lebanese government in this meeting whose purpose is to provide services to the 
re-construction and growth council in Lebanon. The draft is being prepared now 

in Beirut and we hope that after it is signed there will be a more solid and deeper 
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cooperation, I believe that it will be 4 protective umbrella to strengthen the 
special relations between importers in Lebanon and exporters in Ceechoslovakia. In 
essence | can say that the vieit wae successful and that there will be a delegation 
from the Chamber of Commerce in Ceechoslovakia visiting Beirut soon to sign the 
cooperation document between the Chambers of Commerce of the two nations." 


lie finished by saying, “Por the Lebanese officials, 1 hope that the discussions 
bring about 4 etrengthening of the movement of Lebanese exports to Czechoslovakian 


markets. 


9785 
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LEBANON 


LEBANON'S ECONOMIC PROSPECTS ANALYZED 
London 8 DAYS in English 7 Mar 61 pp 6-13 


{Article by Earleen Tatro] 
[Text } 


WHILE LEBANON has low much of its 
political independence in the aftermath of a 


growing rapidly, printing Arabic 
language books for countries as 
different a. Libya and Saudi 
Arabia Lebanese businessmen retain thew 
centunes-old role as middlemen between 
the West and the Arab Middle East, 
although many of the goods traded no 
8 physically pass through Lebanon 
Such success stones are limited almost 
entirely to the private sector. The 
governn.. — operates on budgets whose 
deficits have increased every year this was 
standard procedure even before the 
1975-1976 civil war. But the breakdown of 
internal security has sapped the principal 
form of revenue — customs duties — 
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because of the central government's 
inability to control shipping on the 
Mediterranean coastline Even at the port 
of Beirut, a militia group has taken over one 
of the docks, where it imposes its own fees 
for handling and protecting cargo in place of 
the fees and duties which used to go to the 
port authority and the government 
Beirut — is @ city of — 


comsumption of expensive sulomobiles, 
food, drink. clothing and all-night disco 
clubs. It is also @ city where bombed-out 
luxury hotels and half-finished apartment 
have been taken over by refugees 
from southern Lebanon since their homes 
became part of the battlefield where Isractis 
and their Lebanese Christian allies fight 
Palestinian guerrillas and their Lebanese 
leftist alles 


Although it is a city where traffic 
violations and killings are committed with 
equal impunity, Beirut is also a city with 
tremendous powers of regeneration and 
ingenuity, from the squatters who gain free 
electricity by rigging cables between their 
makeshift dwellings and nearby 
transformers, to the merchants who set up 
stalls on street corners and sidewalks as the 
old downtown commercial centre has been 
reduced to an eerie sniper haven separating 
predominantly Christian East Beirut from 
mostly Muslim West Beirut 

Private enterprise flourishes, much of it 
untaxed by a government hamstrung by an 
unwieldy bureaucracy and a lack of 
authority — economists inside and outside 











the government say there are —22 
wens of an emerging coordinat 


economic icy, but see HO quick 
resolution of the problems 
The government's proposed budget for 
1981, which in late February was will 
awaiting final parliamentary action, lets 
eapenditures totalling Lebanese £4 489bn, 
oF about $) 2bn at current exchange rates 
However anticipated revenue has not been 
publicly disclosed, although Prime Minister 
Shafik Wazzan was quoted by « local 
he wapaper as saying he expected it to cover 
only about 20 per cent of eapenditure 
Some politicians and economists accused 
Wazzan of undue optimam, although 
others said he was too pessimistic and 
he was ‘not very pood at 
expenditures in the ordinary 
(which excludes the supplemental and 
generally balanced budget covering the 
national lottery. the cercal and beet 
office. and the post, telegram and 
bureau) nt an increase of 16 per cent 
over those in the 1980 budget. The 1980 
t listed ordinary expenditures 
L£3 869bn and projected revenue 


at L£2 50360 — 64.6 per cent of 
~—-\~ with the to be made up 
by foreign loan: and domestic 
The amount of revenue actually collected 
for 1980 has not been announced. and 
officials say it could be two years before a 
final tally is possible. However, one analyst 
who monitors economic trends estimated 
that no more than Lilbn had been 
collected That would cover 25 8 per cent of 
1980 expenditures, giving some credence to 
the prime minister's prediction of 20 per 
cent this year The economist added that 
about 70 per cent of the revenue collected 
comes from customs duties, with the rest 
other taxes 
Even the $2bn reconstruction aid 
by Arab nations in 1980 has been 
difficult for Lebanon to collect Seven Arab 
nations had agreed to contribute $400m a 
year for the next five years, but by February 
we ky had been received 
largest in the 198) 
draft budget. as in the 1980 budget, is to the 
defence ministry — LL) 05bn. an increase 
of about cight per cent. The ministry of 
education, moving up to second place this 
year from third last year, gets L£712m, a 40 
per cent increase 
The ministry of public works and 
communications, slipping from second to 
third place. is earmarked for L£489m, a 14 
per cent drop. This reflects in part the 
governments inability to pursue some 
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development and reconstruction 
in insecure areas as well as a 
of some funds appropriated in the 


past 

Despite continuing security problems 
work continues on the $11 Im project at the 
aay ey war and to 


The port handled 2 98m tonne o 


98 up 14 per cent from 1979, alee 


75 per com of the 1974 volume, the lest 
pre-war year Customs duties collected at 
the in 1980 rose 31.7 per cent over 
1979. but this improvement was clouded 
late in the year when @ small Christian 
militia commandeered one dock This 
meant losses for both the government and 
for the port authority, which earmarks 30 
per cent of its anchorage, docking and 
warehouse fees for the port eapansion 


Other programmes, such as road 
maintenance, hospital building and 
drinking water provision, are moving 
ahead. But plans to rebuild the 
war-devastated commercial centre 
— ey — 

future because of the complete 
absence of security there 

Amid the problems, however, there have 
been hopeful signs — most notably a 

of banking conirols and a shifting 

the burden of financing the state budget 

from the central bank to commercial banks 
and the public 

‘Lebanon has been under fantastic 
political pressure, but | think its economic 


performance has been rather good, said a 
respected economiut who asked to be 


identified only as ‘a Lebanese expert’ An 
~ ope step, he said, was the creation in 
1 of the Bureau of Economic Policy 
Coordination, consisting of the chairman of 
the council for reconstruction and 
development, the governor of the central 
bank and the minister of finance. who meet 
periodically to discuss the interaction of 
development. monetary and fiscal policies 
‘Last year they succeeded in part m 
thei objectives. the economrst 
said. ‘| think for the first time in Lebanesw 
history we have had coordinated financial 
policies 
The economist went on ‘The recourse to 
central hank financing was sory limited last 
year There are two ways of financing 
Lebanon's budget — taxes and borrowing 
In the last two or three years, when the 
government faced problems in collecting 
tax revenue, it thought of mobilining 











through Sort term treasury bills issued to 
the comy.ercial banking sysiem. It was very 
important and very correct 10 resort 10 the 
public to finance government 
eapendiures 
y making short-term and medium term 
bonds available to the public, he said, the 
government had been absorbing the 
excessive liquidity of the commercial banks 
This procedure, he added. can cope with the 
t defictt in the coming year, but i 
cannot continue indefinitely — borrowed 
money eventually has to be repaid. 

Finance Minister Ali Khalil has indicated 
he wants to implement closer scrutiny of 
eapendiiures and better tax collection this 
year Taxation in Lebanon, according to a 
central bank official, follows ‘a very 
awkward old sytem 

‘In Europe and the Uniied States, whena 
company realives a profit it posts it and is 
taxed accordingly, although it may be 
reassessed later, sand Fuad Siniora, 
chairman of the Bank of | chanon s banking 
control commision in Lebanon, a 
company has to report its balance sheet, its 
income siatement. and then the 
BOVETAMEN! goes and studies it and inspects 
the books before imposing the tax’ 

Some members of parliament have been 
pressing for measures to streamline the tax 
collection process, and Sinora said he 
believed the changes could be implemented 
fairly soon in some sectors. such as banking 
‘Even before the war. lots of procedures 
should have been revised, he added ‘The 
public sector is conudered to a great extent 
to be backward compared to the private 
vector 

One drain on the budget is the 
maintenance of government buildings and 

s whose productive functions 
have been drastically curtailed by the 
security problems Aside from the fact that 
Lebanese law makes it very difficult to sack 
anyone. government ministers and offices 
maintain systems im the hope that some day 

can be better utilised 

such office. hnked to the ministry of 
publ works. «a tomb lhe affaw where 
bored secretaries wit and knit without even 
the distraction of answcring telephones, 
because no iclephone in the burlding has 
worked for three years Many people here 
only come to work every other day, and 
some don't show up at all, said « young 
engineer (lis not good. but should we 
Mame them” Until the security situation 
improves, much of our work can only be 
done on paper 

According to a banker A good deal of 
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the government's eapenditures are 
uncontrollable, such as salaries. The 
Bove rAment is providing some kind of social 
security system The publi sector pays less 
than the private sector, but it offers prestige 
and security There is a need for reform, but 
there ts a lack of ability and the mentality to 


change things The bureaucracy has ale 
inetficrency | and 


of ney 

With the breakdown’ of the central 
- ——y authority, many traditional 
ndicators of economic activity are 
unreliable Inflation is usually reckoned at 


about 30 per cent, but efforts to produce 
cost-of statistics ran into trouble in 


The Beirut chamber of commerce and 
industry, which has taken over many 
Matistical chores since the central statistical 
bureau disintegrated during the civil war, 
estimated a cost-of-living increase of 14.27 
per cent between the end of 1979 and the 
end of 1980. That angered the Gene J 
Confederation of Labour Unions. which 
said the cost of living for its members rove 
23.6 per cent and threatened to call o 


nationwide strike unless corresponding 
salary increases were granted by the end of 
March Officials at the chamber of 
commerce said their cost-of-living estimate 
was neither intended nor labelled as a 
definitive study Instead, it was designed to 
reflect the situation in households where 
total expenditures in 1980 were under 
L.£20,000, or about $5,800, a figure which is 
probably less than many union members 
actually spend 
. an official per capita income 

figure has been avoided However. a senior 
chamber of commerce official said his 
personal estimate of total nati nal income 
last year was LE 18bn ($Sbn) That could 
mean a per capita income of around $1,600, 
since Lebanon s population is estimated at 
about three million By tacit agreement 
among the various religious factions. 
however, there has not been a census since 
1936 to avoid upsetting the so-called 
‘confessional sysiem of apportioning top 
government jobs on the basis of religion 

Under this system, the president of 
Lebanon 1s @ Maronite Christian, the prime 
minister a Sunni Muslim, the speaker of 
parhament a Shute Mustim and the deputy 
prime minister a Greek Orthodox Cabinet 
posts are divided among thow sects and the 
Greek Catholics, Druzes and Armenians. 
By 1980, however, Shite Muslims were 
considered the largest single sect with an 
estimated 900,000 followers 

In the midst of the political confusion, the 














Lebanese have pul more money than ever 
into local banks and have maintained a 
balance of payments surplus, prompting 
one European diplomat to observe that 
‘Lebanon has an unnaturally healthy 
economy. 

While the final tally has not been 
computed, the central bank's Siniora 
estimated that total bank deposits by the 
end of 1980 reached Li bn, having risen 
steadily from L£Bbn at the end of 1974. The 
dollar equivalent, in prevailing excha 
— rose from $3bn 4 1974 to $8.3bn 
1 

The Lebanese pound, after stabilising at 
three to one against the dollar from the 
beginning of 1977 until early 1979, started 
sliding last year from 3.4 in July to 3.6 in 
December. In mid-February it hit an 
all-time low of 4.04 but pulled back to 3.85 
less than a week later. Siniora and other 
banking officials attributed the fluctuation 
to a strengthening of the dollar, pointing out 
that the Lebanese pound had been steadier 
against European currencies, which have 
also weakened against the dollar in recent 
weeks They concurred that it was better to 
let the pound seck its own value, rather than 
impose artificial restraints 

‘A strong point in Lebanon's economic 
performance is that Lebanon has 
consistently maintained a free exchange 
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sysiem, one analyst said. ‘People say the 
pound has depreciated. So what? Why 
shouldn't it? The pont of the thing is that it 
should be done smoothly” He pointed out 
that such a decline makes Lebanese exports 
-_ mae competitive on foreign markets 

and imports more expensive. While 
Lebanon has always been more geared to 
exporting its skilled labour services 
than actual goods, agricultural and 
industrial exports have risen sharply since 


the 
 aecke | of commerce says the 


declared value of ¢ lea Lebanon 
from legal ports in 1980 totalled L£4.16bn, 
an increase of 37.5 per cent over 1979 and 


an increase of 139 per cent over 1974. 
(When calculated in Soller terms however, 
the increase between 1974 and 1980 drops 
to 49 per cent) 

However, the chamber estimates that its 
recorded L£4.16bn worth of exports last 
year represented only 70 per cent of actual 
exports, with the rest passing through the 
small sea ports controfied by local militias 
where no government duties are collected. 
The percentage of as opposed to Men 
imports is probably r 

In terms of both security and revenue, the 
sea coast symbolises both the government's 
weaknesses and its goals 




















LEBANON 


LEBANON'S ECONOMIC OPTIONS DISCUSSED 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 9 Mar 81 p 1 


"Lebanon's Economic Options") 


{Commentary by Marwan Iskandar: 
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conflicting interests and also as the source of regulatory 
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BRIEFS 


MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES LOAN--The chairman of the board for the Antra Investment Corp. 
announced that the company, on behalf of a group of Arabic and international banks, 
will invite Lebanese financial institutions and banks to contribute to an $80 
million international loan for the Lebanese Middle East Airliucs to secure supple- 
mentary financing to conclude the purchase of 5 Airbus 310 aircraft which the 
airlines agreed to purchase last year. He said that the group of banks, led by 
Credit Lyonnais Bank in cooperation with the Antra Investment Corporation, the 
International Gulf Bank, the French and Arabic Banking Union, and the Arab Invest- 
ment Bank, will assume responsibility for submitting this loan to Arabic and 
international markets. The duration of the loan is 10 years with interest computed 
based on LIBOR plus a 1/2 percent margin yearly. Antra regarded the loan as 
reflecting the financial solidarity that Middle East Airlines enjoys in international 
markets. Antra sources say that Lebanese banks are expected to put forth a special 
effort in this matter to demonstrate its presence in the international markets and 
to support this step by Middle East Airlines, which performs a large role in the 
Lebanese economy. [Text] [Beirut AL SAFIR in Arabic 6 Feb 81 p 6] 9785 
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MOROCCO 


REASONS FOR 'ON-OFF' RELATIONS WITH SPAIN VIEWED 


London 8 DAYS in English 21 Feb 81 p 21 


[Text] 


THE COLLAPSE of negotiations over a 
new Spanish-Moroccan fishing agreement 
has once again spotlighted the countries’ 
on-off relations. These alternate between 
warmth — King Hassan has even made 
private hunting trips to his fellow monarch 
King Carlos’s Spain — and distinct 
coldness, often lurching erratically between 
the two extremes. 

Historically, the links between Spain and 
Moroceo go deep. Most of Spain was 
colonised by Moors for several hundred 
years, and one of the worlds largest 
mosques can still be found in Cordoba. 
Conversely, at a later date, much of 
northern Morocco (including the entire 
province of Tetouan and the island of Ifni) 
was colonised by Spaniards, and only 
reverted in the middie of this century. 

Spain's only possessions in Africa now 
are the tiny enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla 
on the north Moroccan coast. They have 
been Spanish since the sixteenth century, 
and were Portuguese before that. Like the 
Canary Islands, the two are important 
military bases for the Spanish, and each is 
served by a garrison of 8,000 
supplementing a legion in each colony. 
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It is widely believed that the Madrid 
agreement's secret provisions allow Spain 
to keep its enclaves in return for handing 
over the Sahara. The issue, and the return of 
‘Moroccan territory, has considerable 
emotional appeal for the Moroccans, 
especially the ultra-nationalist Istiqlal 


The key to the countries love-hate 
relationship is Morocco’s takeover of the 
former Spanish colony, Spanish Sahara. 
Franco was alive — albeit barely — at the 
time of the handover, and the subsequent 
democratic Spanish government has been 
anxious to distance itself from the General's 
aura, including the still secret Madrid 
agreement. The agreement ceded the 
Sahara to Morocco after Spain had 
promised self-determination for the 
region's inhabitants. Morocco, however, 
then applied some heavy pressure to 
reverse this decision by sending in 350,000 
unarmed men on the ‘Green March of 
November 1975. 

Most of the left in Spain disapproved of 
the treaty, as did the military, and it has 
made for uneasy relations ever since. In 
addition to its ambiguous position over 
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Morocco and the Polisario, Spain has 
important economic ties with Algeria. The 
Segamo gas pipeline from Algiers to Spain 
is still under consideration, and Spanish 
interests are involved in oil and gas 
exploitation. 

However, Spain has always had many 
commercial interests in Morocco too. These 
include private businesses — notably in 
construction, where there is even a plan to 
build a bridge across the Med to link the two 
countries — and at state level. Spain retains 
a government interest in the important 
phosphate mines of Bou Craa in the 
contested Sahara, and is a leading 
European purchaser of Moroccan 
phosphate. It has also long had a 
fishing fleet, involving some 50, 
Spaniards all told, in Moroccan waters, 
which contain some of the world’s richest 
fishing grounds. 

The old agreement expired at the end of 
January, however, and talks on its 
replacement have been postponed 
indefinitely. According to both Morocco’'s 
secretary of state for foreign affairs 
Mohammed Tazi and his Spanish opposite 
number, the differences are economic. 
Morocco is now seeking a 50 per cent rise in 
fishing rights payments from the 1,200 
Spanish fishing sloops, and wants to allow 
Spanish catches in fewer are. These 
conditions are said to be ‘impossible’. 

The Moroccans are also asking for the 
number of Moroccans training on Spanish 
ships to be increased from one to three per 
ship, to which Spain is agreeable. 
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WORLD BANK REPORT CRITICIZES MOROCCO 


London 8 DAYS in English 21 Feb 81 p 40 


(Text) 


CSO: 4420 


THREE MONTHS after the International 
Monetary Fund granted Morocco a $1bn 
three-year standby credit to help ease the 
—“ severe balance of payments 

, the World Bank is putting the 
finishing touches to the first major report it 
has compiled on Morocco since 1965. 

The World Bank's report is critical of the 
Moroccan economy on a number of counts. 
First, it underlines the slow rate of growth in 
agricultural output since independence, 
about two per cent annually. Agriculture 
accounts for only 16.7 per cent of 
Morocco’s GDP of $16.3bn. This is 
surprising for a country so richly endowed 
in water and good land. 

The Moroccans have been irked by 
comments in the report suggesting that as 
many as 46 per cent of those living on the 
land fall below what the Bank defines as the 
absolute poverty level. But whether or not 
such a definition means much in the 
Moroccan context, the Bank's observation 
does point to the subsistence living 
standards of much of the rural population. 

explains why Morocco’s food 
balance has fallen into the red since the late 
1970s. Large imports of sugar and cereal 
have outweighed the progress in exporting 
fruit and vegetables, which now account for 
28 per cent of Morocco’s export receipts. 
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One third of all — receipts are 
accounted for by manufactured products 
and the World Bank report insists that more 
should be done to encourage such activity. 

Another of great concern to the 
Bank is the need for Morocco to modernise 
its fishing industry. Moroccan officials 
estimate that about $1 bn worth of fresh fish 
is lost to foreign vessels fishing in the 
kingdom's territorial waters every year 
while much of the catch on the country's 
northern shore is smuggled to Spain where 
it fetches better prices. 

Putting political expediency above 
economic goals has long been one of the 
problems of Morocco. It is an issue on which 
the World Bank is silent but the recent 
appointment of Azzedine Guessous, the 
highly regarded new minister of trade and 
industry, is one of the few indications that 
King Hassan is beginning to appreciate and 
tackle the problems which the World Bank 
so tactfully describes. 

Provisional figures for 1980 indicated 
that Morocco’s current account deficit was 
cut by $300m to $1.3bn last year while the 
trade deficit was held to $1 2bn, thanks toa 
25 per cent increase in the value of exports 
to $2.4hn. Morocco’s hard currency 
reserves which, at the end of September, 
had fallen to $270m now stand at $700m. 
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DROUGHT RAVAGES AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK 
London 8 DAYS in English 7 Mar 81 pp 16-19 


(Text) 


MOROCCAN peasants are desper 
trying to sell off livestock at less then hal 


price before thei anunals die of starvation 
After a waterless winter, there is no pasture 
to keep them alive This winter's rainfall, 
says the national weather bureau has been 
a quarter of the average 
February 1s springtime and the 

landscape is green of carpeted with flowers. 
but this year the land «6 sill brown and 
sprouting winter wheat is wilting for lack of 
monture Rain came in mid-February. but 
the Federation of Chambers of Agriculture 
said it was too late to save the W) to 40 pert 
cent of livestock already dying 

Protonged Jrought conditions also mean 
that the next grain harvest & seriously 
threatened. despite the late rainy Estimates 
of lowes range between 15 and 50 per cent 
of the wheat. barley and maize crops. whieh 
average about 3 Sm tonnes a year 

This means that the state grains agency 
already antiwipates a ell have to import 
around | 8m tonnes of wheat the year, of 
top of last sears | Sm tonnes Al present 


proces this eou'd cot $6370m — more than 
half the cawriry « loregn reserves 
The agtn ultury Tein fas des red 4 


ctash programme to help farmers in the 
hardest hit atcas by drtributing barley feed 
and hay. postponing some credit 


repayments, and drawing up plam to 
substitute spring crops like maize, 
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sunflowers and chick peas A contract for 
the emergency import of 60,000 tonnes of 
barley was recently) wpned in France 

The crisis underlines the weakness of the 
Moroccan economy haved on an agriculture 
which provides a livelihood for over 70 per 
cent of the 20m ton, but contributes 
only 17 per cent to the GNP and which has 
regiicred & meagre two per cent growth in 
recent years 

Although a capricious climate and erratic 
rainfall have always plagued Moroccan 


agriculture. the government hat a singularly 
mept agricultural policy It ms quick to build 
eapenvive dams but slow to equip irrigation 
networks, and has failed to develop 
facilitves for cold storage oF fodder siocks 

Even the staunchly pro-government 
press comp coms. for example, that Moroceo 
has onl) 20,000 tractors when it needs 
70.000 Gaecsement officiak capresed 
conuderatice diy tcature, however, when 
an opposition paper publnhed extracts 
f or @ World Bank report saving that 45 
per cent of Moroccan peasants lived below 
the abeotute poverty level 

The threat of crop failures comes at a bad 
teme for Morocco The economy is already 
beset by trowbles caused by the continuing 
war with the Alperian-backed Polisario in 
the Western Sahara and « rocketing oi 
import bil) — which more han cancels out 
the revenues from the pnosphate industry, 
the marnstay of the coonomy 





li alo comes at the end of & three-year 
austerity period. when an improvement was 
es and on the eve of the new 
108)-1084 Five Year Plan which is still 
unpublished The current account defen 
was reduced by about M) per centio $) Jbn 
lant and the trade defen improved, 
thanks 10 @ 25 per cent rive in the value of 
exports to about $2 4bn This was mainly 
due to betict phosphate prices 

These pains are now imperiiied by the 
weather, and by problems arising from the 
increasingly provectionit attitudes of EBC 
member tiaies. where Morocco's most 
lucrative markets lhe This is making i more 
difficult for Moroces to cell industrial as 
well as farm products 

In its search for alternative sources of 
economic growth. the government recently 
created an cachusive econome sone 
extending 211) nautical miles off the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts — 
among the world's richest fishing grounds 
— in a bid to get more of the billion-dollar 
catch foreign Meets take there every year 


This scheme has already run into trouble, 
however Because tts own fishing fleet ts 
small and antiquated, Morocco needs to 
cooperate with foreign trawlers. In this field 
Morocco s most important partner is Spain, 
which has fished the area for centuries I 
has « fleet of 1,200 trawlers in southern 
Spain and the Canary Islands, which landed 
an estimated $300m of ‘Moroccan fish’ last 
year in return for a payment of about $18m 
in heences. 

Negotiations for renewal of their bilateral 
fishing accord were deadlocked at the end 
of January when the existing accord 
expired, mainly because Spain refused to 
accept a SO per cent increase in heence fees 
and the limitations on fishing zones and 
catches which were demanded by the 
Moroccans 

As a result, the Spanish fishing fleet was 
withdrawn from the whole area and neither 
side is benefiting from a potential gold mine 
for all concerned The Moroccans hope hat 
a change in government in Madrid will alter 


the Spanish viewpoint. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AAPSO ASSEMBLY SESSION CONCLUDES WORK IN ADEN 
LD262126 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 26 Mar 81 EBA 


[Text}) The 13th session of the AAPSO assembly concluded this afternoon with a 
meeting under the chairmanship of Brother ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Razzaq Ba Dhib, member 
of the YSP Central Committee, chairman of the Yemeni Council for Peace and 
Solidarity and chairman of the current session. 


At the beginning of the session, Nuri ‘Abd al-Razzaq, the organization's secre- 
tary general, announced the results of the meeting held this morning of the 
organization's Presidium and its permanent secretariat. The leader of the 
Palestinian delegation then read out the general communique issued on the 
results of the business of the session. The session also issued a number of 
resolutions and a call addressed to the heads of governments of Asia and Africa. 


The call expressed the organization's deep concern over the serious deteriora- 
tion in the international situation and its members' desire for the safeguarding 
of peace in the world. The call denounced the current campaign mounted by the 
United States aimed at seizing the national wealth of Asian and African nations 
through direct military intervention and aggression, terrorism and the massing 
of huge military forces in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean. The call appealed to 
the Asian and African peoples to consolidate their struggle everywhere to foil 
the adventurous and [word indistinct] schemes of imperialism which will subject 
the world and humanity to the threat of annihilation. 


The assembly issued a number of resolutions, including ones on disarmament and 
security in Asia and Africa, on the Middle East, the Gulf and the Arabian 
Peninsula, on Cyprus, Southeast Asia, Afghanistan, Japan, the Korean issue, 
and the military presence of the United States and its allies in the Indian 
Ocean. The assembly issued further resolutions on South Africa, the Red Sea 
and the Indian Ocean; the Western Sahara, and economic development and 
cooperation. 


The assembly also adopted a resolution that will have provisional constitutional 
force and by dint of which new members were accepted into the organization; a 
chairman and new permanent secretariat elected, and a new chairmanship for the 
organization adopted. 
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The assembly also adopted a resolu.ion of solidarity with the PDRY. It expressed 
support for Democratic Yemen in its struggle to build a new society. It hailed 
the role of Democratic Yemen in confronting imperialist and reactionary adven- 
tures, lt expressed appreciation for ite role in supporting the Liberation 
movements in the region and its cohesiveness with all the forces of Liberation, 
democracy, progress and peace in the world, 


In one of ite resolutions, the assembly welcomed the holding in Prague in 
October of this year of a world conference of women which will deal with issues 
of equality, national independence and peace. 


The final communique issued by this session evaluated the issues which were 
discussed. It expressed the participants’ profound thanks to Democratic Yemen 
for its generous hospitality. It stressed that the participation of the people 
of Democratic Yemen in the struggle for Liberation, independence and world peace 
is receiving high appreciation from the Asian and African peoples. 


The communique hailed the victories of the peoples achieved in recent years. It 
called for the strengthening of the nonaligned movement and the deepening of its 
anti-imperialist stance. The communique regarded the joint exercises of the U.S. 
forces held in Oman and Egypt as constituting serious threats to the peoples of 
the region. Moves against Democratic Yemen by the Sultanate of Oman must be 
considered as a practical implementation of these exercises in the region. 


The assembly expressed its support for the struggle of the peoples of Latin 
America and the Caribbean and solidarity with the peoples of El Saivador, 
Guatemala and Honduras. It hailed the revolutionary process in Nicaragua and 
Grenada. 


The assembly denounced the policy of the arms race, stressed the need of the 
developing countries to establish a new economic order and reaffirmed its strong 
adherence to the Bandung principles. 


The assembly agreed to the proposal of the delegation from the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan to hold the next session of the assembly in Kabul. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AAPSO RESOLUTION SCORES U.S. PRESENCE IN GULF 
LD280100 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 26 Mar 81 EA 


{Resolution on the Indian Ocean" read by Abdallah al-Rashid [not further identi- 
fied] at the closing meeting of the 13th AAPSO Session in Aden on 26 March-- 
recorded | 


[Text] The 13th session of the AAPSO assembly held in Aden, capital of the PDRY, 
from 20-26 March 1981 studied the extremely grave situation arising from the 
U.S. escalation of the military buildup in the Indian Ocean, which does not stop 
at threatening the sovereignty and security of the littoral states of the Indian 
Ocean, but also threatens the world with a nuclear war. 


The hopes and aspirations of the peoples of this region, subjected to colonialism 
and exploitation for over 450 years at the hand of the Portuguese, Dutch, French 
and British colonialists and imperialist forces, are subjected once again to 
threats from U.S. imperialism. 


The U.S. imperialists, after failing to subjugate those countries and exploit 
their resources by way of military groupings, such as the Southeast Asia Treaty, 
SEATO, or the Central Treaty Organization, rejected by the will of the peoples, 
have now originated new methods to control the destiny of these countries and to 
provide opportunities for U.S. multinationals to continue to exploit their 
resources. 


The Diego Garcia base has been developed to such an extent that it has become 
the biggest military and air base with nuclear capabilities outside the United 
States. It has been made the new headquarters for the U.S. Fifth Fleet Command. 


In addition to this, and to the expansion of the U.S. military bases already 
existing, bases are now being built and military facilities provided in Oman, 
Somalia, Egypt and Kenya. 


To consolidate its military and naval presence in the region, the United States 
formed the Rapid Deployment Force [RDF] to achieve an objective which it does 
not hide, namely, flagrant intervention in the countries of the region. The RDF 
is part of the global strategy of U.S. imperialism, aimed at occupation of the 
oil-producing countries and the protection of the reactionary regimes from the 
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popular struggles and uprisings. It also constitutes a threat to the stability 
and security of the independent states in the region. 


At the same time, another step was taken, namely the tranafer of the responsi- 
bility of NATO, together with Japan and ANZUS, to cover the Indian Ocean, the 
Gulf region and the Red Sea, with the aim of involving those powers, too, in 
the military adventures and confrontations already planned. 


All these imperialist interventionist forces are being created for a definite 
objective, namely interference in the internal political development and against 
the democratic liberation movements, 


After U.S. imperialiem lost Iran, notwithstanding ite diabolical activities [words 
indistinct] and with revolution breaking out in that country, U.S. imperialiom 
embarked on searching for other positions in the region. The United States 
arranged an economic boycott against Iran, with the help of all its allies. 


The assembly condemns the attempts of the United States and its allies to post- 
pone the UN conference on the Indian Ocean scheduled to be held in Colombo in 
August 1981. The assembly demands that the conference be held at the date fixed. 


The assembly confirms the demand of all the Indian Ocean Littoral states to have 
the Indian Ocean declared a zone of peace as stipulated in Resolution 2832, 
Session 26, 1971, issued by the United Nations on the basis of a motion pro- 
posed by Sri Lanka. 


The assembly fully supports the initiative of President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, 
secretary general of the YSP Central Committee, chairman of the Presidium of 

the People's Supreme Assembly and chairman of the Council of Ministers in the 
PDRY, at the third Islamic summit held in al-Ta'if in January 1981. The assembly 
regards this initiative as a positive and constructive contribution to peace and 
stability in the Indian Ocean, the Arab Gulf and the Red Sea. The assembly also 
supports the constructive proposals put forward by President Leonid Brezhnev in 
New Delhi, and at the 26th CPSU Congress, to maintain the Indian Ocean as a zone 
of peace. 


The assembly also supports the initiative of the president of the Republic of 
Madagascar to organize a summit conference for all the states concerned, in 


Madagascar, at the beginning of 1982. 


The assembly demands that the United States abandon the base on Diego Garcia and 
all its other army, navy and air force bases in the region. It also demands 
that the United States, its allies and other states withdraw their navy, army 
and air force presence from the Indian Ocean, as this will contribute to the 
implementation of the UN resolutions declaring the Indian Ocean a zone of peace. 


CSO: 4802 


137 














PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AAPSO ISSUES APPEAL TO ASIAN, AFRICAN LEADERS 
LD280058 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 26 Mar 81 EA 


{"Appeal from the 13th AAPSO session to Asian and African leaders" read by 
unidentified head of the Syrian delegation at the closing meeting in Aden on 
26 March--recorded | 


[Excerpt] An appeal to the peoples and governments of Asia and Africa: 


We, the participants in this session of the AAPSO assembly representing as we do 
political parties, Lib«. ation movements and mass organizations in more than 80 
states, address this appeal to all those who cherish the ideals of freedom, 
independence, peace and progress; to all social circles, intellectuals, men of 
religion and men of good will who are gravely concerned by the dangerous 
deterioration in the international situation and yearn for the preservation of 
peace in the world. We call on all workers and peasants, on all working people 
and intellectuals and all those who put their labor, knowledge and energies at 
the service of the social and cultural development of their peoples. We call 
on those of you--members of national assemblies and of governments, diplomats 
and journalists--who, by your unceasing efforts, contribute to the role played 
at the humanitarian level in the international community by the nations of 
Africa and Asia. 


We call on you (?representatives of) the new generation in the two continents 
and on all mothers and women: The world is now once again witnessing a flagrant 
campaign by the United States to seize the national resources of the states of 
Asia and Africa. The American imperialists are following an adventurist line 
inimical to the cause of peace and in so doing they do not hesitate to use 
methods which involve violations, [as heard] direct military intervention and 
terrorism. What they are seeking is the achievement of their selfish aims of 
political, military, economic and cultural domination. 


The forces of contemporary imperialism, which are already on a collision course, 
are striving fer »nattainable goals; namely, barring the way to progressive 
change in the ead the restoration of imperialism's lost role, that of the 
master who dominates the world and decides the destinies of peoples. 


In the furtherance of its aims, the United States is establishing a network of 
military alliances and bases around the Afro-Asian states. It has built up huge 
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forces in the Gulf and Indian Ocean and is threatening the 36 sovereign states 
in this region with the destructive nuclear capacity of its weapons on Diego 
Garcia. No one will be deceived by the pretext of an alleged Soviet threat as 
a justification of the U.S. policy of hegemony, expansioniem and heightening 
tension. The people of the world are well aware that the USSR has put forward 
a peace program with the aim of relaxing the international situation, ending 
the arms race and establishing permanent peace and security in the world, 


Bearing in mind the responsibility we all bear at a time of extremely complex 
international developments, we, the participants in the AAPSO meeting in Aden, 
demand the following: 


Consolidation of the worldwide struggle against imperialism's mad, adventurist 
designs which expose mankind and the world to the danger of extermination; 


Support for and coordinated active work toward the reinforcement of peace and 
detente throughout the world; 


Support for and solidarity with all the peace-loving forces of the world, every 
family among the socialist states and world forces for peace and security; 


The frustration of imperialist plans to attract new countries in Asia and Africa 
and have them revolve in the orbit of their military designs; 


Support for the efforts of governments and political forces to preserve peace in 
the Gulf and Indian Ocean regions and consolidate security in the Far East. 


We express our strong conviction that the peoples of Asia and Africa, together 
with alu the forces for freedom and peace, will thwart the dangerous designs of 
the United States and its imperialist and reactionary allies and that these 
peoples will protect, through their concerted efforts, their freedom and vital 
interests and contribute to the safeguarding of the revolutionary gains of the 
peoples of our two continents in the service of the cause of world peace and 
progress. 


Down with the criminal designs of the U.S. imperialists to impose their hegemony; 


long live the militant solidarity of the peoples of Asia and Africa; long live 
the unity of all forces opposed to the imperialists. 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


SAUDI MINISTER REITERATES MIDEAST POLICY, DENIES ISRAELI CLAIMS 
LD231208 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 1125 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Text] His Excellency the Information Minister Dr Muhammad ‘Abduh Yamani has 
dismissed the allegations and cheap methods used by the Israeli enemy press and 
certain Zionist public figures who, for electoral purposes, have linked the 
kingdom with positions in total contradiction to its present and future objec- 
tives and policies. 


Commenting on claims made by the Israeli opposition leader Shi'mon Peres to the 
effect that the kingdom allegedly desires talks for establishing peace in the 
Middle East, his excellency said that the kingdom indeed seeks peace but not 
the peace meant by Peres or Begin; the peace we are for is the peace based on 
truth, justice, international law and implementation of the UN resolutions. 


His excellency said: The kingdom categorically rejects negotiations with the 
Zionist enemy directly or indirectly; and the kingdom has delegated no one to 
speak on its behalf. 


He emphasized that, in the search for peace, the kingdom insists on the need 
for the withdrawal of the Israeli enemy from all the occupied Arab territories, 
the return of the Palestinian people to their usurped land, most particularly 
holy Jerusalem, and the establishment of all their legitimate rights, including 
the right to self-determination and the setting up of their own independent 
state. In this respect the kingdom proceeds from firm principles that accept 
no doubt or interpretation. The kingdom stresses its complete commitment to 
the resolutions of the Arab summit and the Islamic summit, and it strongly 
condemns any encroachment upon these resolutions. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


ARREST REPORT REFUTED--Riyadh, 29 Mar (SPA)--Saudi Minister of Information 

Dr Muhammad ‘Abduh Yamani has refuted reports published in the latest edition 
of the French-language weekly L'EXPRESS about the arrest of a Saudi prince . 
because of contacts he had with a number of Israeli personalities and about a 
meeting said to be planned to take place in Paris between an envoy of King 
Khalid and Israeli Labor Party leader Shim'on Peres. The minister said that 
the reports were unfounded and were only cheap calumnies to which we have 
become accustomed. He added: Our position is well-known and clear. [Text] 
{[LD291648 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 1228 GMT 29 Mar 81) 
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SYRIA 


FARMING STRATEGY, PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 9 Mar 81 pp 5, 6 


(Text } 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


CLASHES REPORTED IN ALEPPO--For several days the Syrian city of Aleppo has been 
the scene of a series of bloody clashes with Muslim Brotherhood members, par- 
ticularly in the suburbs of ‘Azaz and (Bab al-Nayrab). We have learned that 
clashes, involving the use of artillery and heavy machineguns, took place 
recently in the 'Azaz suburb north of Aleppo while the Syrian Army was trying 

to besiege the area where the Muslim Brotherhood has a training center. In 
their attack the army used helicopters and managed to take control of the 
training center capturing some 30 Muslim Brotherhood members and their weapons. 
Last Sunday, in the (Bab al-Nayrab) suburb, the army attacked a Muslim Brother- 
hood house and a number of Muslim Brotherhood members were killed. Two others, 
named (Muhammad al-'Ikri) and (Hasan al-Huli), were detained. A number of 
Syrian soldiers were injured in the clash. Last Saturday morning, an explosion 
occurred on the highway near the tourist hotel in Aleppo injuring a number of 
people and causing heavy material damage. Yesterday, a special forces unit of 
the Syrian Army went to the al-Hal vegetables market to check and fix prices. 
The force clashed with a number of the greengrocers using machineguns and sticks. 
A number of shopowners were injured and the market was closed. [Text] [NC301310 
Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1215 GMT 30 Mar 81] 


PORTUGUESE VISIT 'LEGITIMATE' TU--Damascus--A dele>ation of the General Confed- 
eration of Portuguese Workers-National Intersindical today visited the head- 
quarters of the Legitimate Jordanian Trade Union General Federation in Damascus. 
At the beginning of the meeting, Brother Fathi al-Naji, the federation's secre- 
tary general, explained in detail the just struggle being waged by the Jordanian 
working class against the Jordanian regime and its followers. He also explained 
this regime's plotting against the Palestinian cause as represented in the con- 
tinuous contacts between the Jordanian regime and the Zionist entity and in 
training the mercenary and agent Muslim Brotherhood gangs and sending them to 
Syria to strike against its steadfastness so that this regime will be able to 
catch up with the Camp David partners and jump over the PLO by means of the 
so-called Jordanian option. The Portuguese delegation stressed its support and 
backing of the struggle for democratic justice that is being waged by the 
Jordanian working class and the struggling Jordanian people until victory is 
achieved by the Jordanian people and their working class. The delegation also 
expressed the Portuguese workers’ support for the Palestinian people's struggle 
and their armed revolution. It denounced the Jordanian regime's criminal acts 
against Syria and the Palestinian revolution and expressed its solidarity with 
all Arab liberation movements. [Text] [JN292111 Damascus Domestic Service in 
Arabic 1915 GMT 29 Mar 81] 
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TUNISIA 


PRESS FLOURISHES UNDER NEW LIBERALIZATION 
London 8 DAYS in English 21 Feb 81 pp 50-51 


(Text) 





PRIME MINISTER Mohammed Mzali's 
cautious attempt to liberalise Tunisia’s 
political system has had its most dramatic 
impact on the press. During the cabinet 
reshuffic in December the post of minister 
of information went to Tahar Belkodja, a 
well-known liberal close to Wassila 
Bourguiba, the influential first lady. 

Almost immediately the new minister 
started lashing out at the ‘mediocrity’ of 
the government-controlied newspapers 
and magazines and called for s new 
approach to reporting which ‘tackles 
reality in an objective fashion and 
proclaims the truth even when it is hard to 
swallow. President Bourguiba, for his 
part, backed Belkodja's new policies by 
replacing the managing directors of two 
daily newspapers, and two weekly 
publications. 

Other signs of the new critical approach 
to covering domestic affairs was the 
participation of journalists aligned to the 
Opposition in @ television programme 
dealing with the recently approved 1981 
budget. In the longer term, however, the 
Mzali government will have to amend the 
restrictive 1975 press code. A Tunisian 
journalist told & Days. ‘The recent shake 
up in the higher echelons of the Tunis 
press is certainly a positive move, but most 

lists are exercising their newly 

liberty with prudence because it is 
still not clear just how fa: ‘*: covernment 
plans to go along this path. 


The opposition press is also to benefit 
from the liberalisation measures. After six 
months of persistent efforts the 
Mouvement des Democrates Socialistes 
(MDS), led by Ahmed Mestiri, became 
the second opposition party given 

to publish a journal. first 
16-page issue of the Arabic-language 


Co ee 
— and relations with 


neighbouring Libya. 

A breakaway faction of the MDS, 
known as the Errai group, has been 
publishing a monthly both in Arabic and 
French since 1978. Former Defence 
Minister Hassib ben Ammar heads both 
the Arabic-language Errai (Opinion) and 
its French-language companion 
Democratie. 

The more left-leaning Mouvement de 
lr Unite Populaire (MUP), led from exile 
by Ahmed ben Salah, has also requested 
the legal right to publish its journal, 
Unite, in the country. Party spokesman 
Brahim Hayder's demand was rejected by 
the government in 1978, but since Mzali’s 
premiership discreet new contacts have 
been established. 

The Iclsmic Renaissance Movement 
also expects government approval for the 
reappearance of its monthly, A/ Maarita 
(Knowledge), suspended last year 
because of its hostile line towards the 
regime's reformist policies. 
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Independent publications have also 
clashed with the government. For 
instance, the monthly Le Phare 
(Searchlight) was suspended in mid- 1980 
when it published an interview with trade 
union, der Habib Achour, who is still 
under house arrest. Ministry of 
information officials told 
8 Days: ‘This incident should not be 
interpreted as a limit to the premier's 
overture, but it was necessary to prevent 
party hardliners from exploiting the 
Achour incident to demonstrate the 
naivety of allowing greater press 
freedom. 

Paradoxically, the opposition press has 
expressed more sympathy for and support 
of Mzali’s liberalisation endeavours than 
the government controlled publications. 
In general they have remained close to the 
former party director Mohammed Sayah's 
supporters and other hardliners close to 
ex-premier Hedi Nouira. Sayah has been 
demoted no the post of minister of 


equ 
— * young Neo-Destour 


tech without any obvious 
affiliations were given middle- 
management posts on such publications as 
El Amal (The Worker), L’Action, Le 
Presse and Dialogue to ensure @ more 
favourable coverage of government 
have been appointed — on professional 
credentials rather than political 
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FIRST LADY CHAMPIONS WOMEN'S RIGHTS 


TUNISIA 


London 8 DAYS in English 21 Feb 81 pp 50-51 


[Article by Tanya Matthews) 


{Text} 








ht is largely thanks to Wassila Bourguiba that Tunisia's women enjoy 
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than Madame Bourguiba, a 


of an Arab head of state has a 
active woman who is a 






her profile 
al figure 






in her own right. TANYA MA profiles Tunisia's First Lady, who 








WASSILA BOURGUIBA is probably the 
first wife of an Arab leader to travel on ber 
own and be received by the heads of Arab 
states as an important political figure in her 
own right. In the past few she has 
visited President Avsad of . Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq, King Hassan of Morocco 
and Chadh Benjedid of Algeria 
She realises the uniqueness of her 
— and explains it by the fact that 
nt Bourguiba's first act after 
independence, was to grant equal rights to 
women. ‘If other wives do not travel on 
their own, 11 1s the fault of the heads of state, 
who do not allow them to do so, she says. 
Little is known sbout Wassile 
Bourguiba + private life She is said to have 
come from a well-to-do Tunis family and 
played an important role in the Tunisian 
ndence movement In the 
1950s she staged an anti-French 
demonsiration in the provincial town of 


Beja. She is » heavy woman, the result she 
explains, of diabetes, the illness she has had 
for a number of years 11 does not however 
prevent her from being very active ‘lam up 
at six and in bed by ten, but in between I am 
so busy that | don't even get time for a 
siesta’ 

Being married 'o a head of state demands 
a lot of flexibility President Bourguiba 
often springs surprises Recently, having 
heard on Tunis radio that a school in the city 
had no meal facilities, he ordered 
his palace in Carthage to provide luncheon 
for about a hundred students and teachers 
He ordered his ministers to improve 
conditions at the school, meanwhile the 
school would cat at the palace. Life 
returned to normal three days later when 
the pupils were given meal tickets for a 
university restaurant 

Madame Bourguiba seldom stays for long 
in the overheated, overfurnished palace in 








Cart . She escapes to her farm, some 
forty k tres from Tunis, oF to a builds 
site. ‘Construction is my hobby,’ she says. ' 
am happy when | am on a construction site.’ 
Her ideas about architecture are quite 
definite — it has to be simple, of & gracious 
line, and functional. She is also a severe 
critic of some of the things that are being 
built in Tunisia, She was particularly 
unhappy about the construction of a spa 
complex on the grounds of an old Roman 
site in Korbouz, where the hot spring has 
been used for various ailments for 
centuries. She complained that the building 
blocked the view and that the old charm of 
the place had gone. 

Both Madame Bourguiba and her 
husband have been staunch supporters of 
the Palestinian Liberation Organisation 
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and Yasser Arafat always has a warm 
welcome at the Carthage palace when he 
stops in Tunis Bourguiba likes to recall that 
he was the first Arab leader to draw 
international attention to the problem of 
the Palestinian refugees during his visit to 
the Middle East in 1965. Madame 
Bourguiba has contributed out of her 
personal funds to the Palestinians She says: 
If Israel recognises the PLO, things would 
take a different complexion. Nothing can be 
gained by war, and anyway since Egypt 
made peace with Israel the danger of war 


impressed. ‘Pakistan is Islamic but modern 
at the same time,’ she says, with thousands 
of women studying at universities. 

















GOVERNMENT STRENGTHENS TILES WITH FRANCE 


London 8 DAYS in English 7 Mar 81 p 28 
[Article by Michael Monboyard] 


{Text ] 





MICHAEL MONBOYARD details 
Tunisian Premier Mohammed 
Mzali's enthusiastic pursuit of 
closer Franco-Tunisian links. 


THE VISIT OF Tunisian Premier 
Mohammed Mzali to Paris last month has 
served to strengthen Franco- Tunisian 
relations — which Mzali has already 
described as being ‘examplary — yet 
further. Mzali. who was appointed premier 
| st April, chose France for his first visit to a 
Eu an country mainly because Tunis 
secs as a privileged partner 

One of the main topics discussed during 
the three day visit was a proposal to set upa 
joint’ Franco-Tunisian investment bank 
with the participation of certain Arab 
countries, notably Iraq and the UAE The 
issue was first taned during the visit French 
Premer Raymond Barre made to Tunis last 
October. Since then, French and Tunisian 
experts have worked actively to prepare a 
draft convention which has already been 
agreed by the French participating banks 
(Banque Nationale de Paris, Banque de 
Paris et des Pays Bas and Credit 
Commerical Francais) 

Maal sav that talks with Arab partners 
in the past four months had also been 
fruntful, and added that the final agreement 
needed to make the bank operational will 
probably be signed this month 
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TUNISIA 


Meali added that ths new investment 
bank would have a $250m capital with a 40 
per cent Tunisian participation France will 
have a 30 per cent share, while the 
remainder will be divided between Iraq, the 
UAE and Qatar. The bank would not only 
distribute funds. but would attempt to set 
a ae in association with large firms 

Renault, Peugeot and ELF- Aquitaine 
Maali sard he wanted French technology to 
be transferred not merely through exports 
of equipment but through joint projects 

Mali and French officials also discussed 
the problem of Tunisian immigrant workers 
in France the Tunisian premier noted that 
France could no longer accept immigrants 
from the Maghreb because of the dire 
economic situation it faced. but hoped 
however that the return home of Tunisian 
workers (they number about 200,000 in 
France) would take place gradually so as to 
prevent difficulties for Tunisia. which itself 
has to cope with rising unemployment 

Another area of concern for Tunisia is its 
growing trade balance deficit, Last year, 

tench exports to Tuniua totalled French 
francs 3.9bn ($795m). a 19 per cent 
increase over 1979, while Tunisian exports 
to France totalled only Fir 1 Jbn ($265m) 
Though these Tunisian exports rose by 2? 
per cent last year, Tunis would like to 
feduce the deficit to acceptable 


proportions 

















The Tunisian premier described the 
recent setting up of a inpartite company 
(comprising Elf-Aquitaine/Tunisia/Arab 
exporting countries), whose role will be to 
promote Tunisia’s offshore gas resources. 
as being ‘highly positive’. He also 
mentioned that he was happy to see France 
was doing all it could to give new impetus to 
the North-South dialogue, and the French 
in turn promised to increase their 
participation in joimt projects and do what 
they could to defend Tunina’s interests in 
the EEC. 

French premier Barre and Mzali also 
discussed the international scene. notably 
Afghanistan, the troubles in Chad and the 
Palestinian question Mzali said he shared 
France's concern about Chad, but added 
that Tuna had received assurances from 
Libya that the people of Chad were free to 
decide their own future 
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INTERVIEW WITH MOHAMED LAMINE AHMED ON SAHARAN WAR 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 27 Feb-5 Mar 81 pp 26-29 


[Interview with Mohamed Lamine Ahmed: "In 5 Years of War, Our People Destroyed 
All of the Expectations of the Neocolonialists," date and place not given 


[Text] RA [REVOLUTION AFRICAINE}i{The Saharan people and the POLISARIO [Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro) Front are celebrating 
the fifth anniversary of the establishment of the SDAR. Could you, Mr Prime 
Minister, review for us those 5 years in organizational and institutional terms? 


Mohamed Lamine Ahmed: I want to thank REVOLUTION AFRICAINE for the importance it 
has assigned to the just struggle being fought by the Saharan people for many 
years; this can only underscore the interest which the peoples of the Maghreb are 
devoting to this fight as well as its development which they continue to keep 
track of very closely. 


On the eve of the fifth anniversary of the proclamation of the SDAR I would like 
to review briefly the stages that preceded this proclamation. 


Like most of the peoples of the Maghreb, the Saharan people suffered through the 
colonial war. In view of the struggle of our people, the Spanish colonialist 
forces, which were on the retreat, were able to find no other way out than to 
sell out our territory to the benefit of their Moroccan and Mauritanian friends; 
they completely disregarded the existence of the Saharan people and its determina- 
tion to pursue the course charted since 10 May 1973 as expressed in practical 
terms by the armed commitment on 20 May of that year. 


At the point of snatching final victory from Spanish colonialism and at the end of 
October 1975, our people found itself caught by one of the most savage military 
offensives. It was inspired not only by the Spanish colonialist forces but also 
by their Moroccan and Mauritanian heirs. 


There was general anarchy in the region to the point where we were unable to under- 
stand the hatred that pushed the Moroccan and Mauritanian leaders to the point of 
trying to defeat our people by entering into an open alliance with colonialism. 

Our conviction as Arabs and Muslims did not permit us at any moment to think that 
these same leaders would sink to such a low and contemptible level. As the days 
passed, it turned out however that they were even lower than the “immorality” of 
colontalisn, 
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In responsing to thie savage aggression, our people faced two options and only two 
options: 


Either submission and capitulation and, consequently, humiliation, servitude, and 
the acceptance of the final partition of our country and perpetual condemnation to 
division and misery; 


Or continuation of the fight through courageous resistance against thie savage 
aggression and preservation of dignity so that consequently the Moroccan and 
Mauritanian leaders would fail to attain their objectives after our people had 
been transformed in ashes. In talking about the Moroccan and Mauritanian leaders 
1 am not excluding those who impatiently wait for the victory of those leaders to 
the detriment of our people in order to implement their designs, specifically, 
imperialiem and colonialism, 


Thus our people made their choice for the second option even though it may in- 
evitably be exposed to extermination in both cases. Although the latter may not 
be physical, it ie at least extermination in terms of civilization and dignity. 


Thies was a difficult stage and one of the most audacious choices. Confronta:ion 
was inevitable. I am not exaggerating by saying that our people, escaping death 

in human waves by heading toward the liberated territories or by finding refuge 
among our neighbor to the east, Algeria, who received our people who were caught 
between death and hope, were determined to make the aggressors pay twice as heavily 
for the suffering they had inflicted upon this country. 


This ushered in a new stage in the form of the establishment of a national adminis- 
tration prior to the proclamation of the SDAR and the organization of a provi- 
sional national assembly. 


In view of the political and legal vacuum, left by colonialism to the neofascists, 
who manifested themselves through immoral practices reproved by the spirit and 
by conscience the Saharan people proclaimed their republic on 27 February 1976, 
whereas at that very moment its children and old people were being butchered at 
Oum Drika, Guelta Zemour, and Tifariti. 


This vacuum was filled by a Saharan government that was constituted on 5 March 
1976 so that our people then launched the phase of reorganizing the states in 
spite of the serious circumstances at the time and the modest resources, if any, 
except for their determination and willpower to prove their existence in which 
connection the proclamation of the republic was a fundamental element. 


Competent ministries were created in line with our needs with the smallest possible 
number of civil servants to accomplish their missions under the best possible con- 
ditions, And the conditions of our people during those days were indeed somber 

and unhappy. 


The ALPS [Saharan People's Liberation Army) was reorganized under the command of 
the martyr and hero El Wali Moutapha Es-Sayed who directed the attack against the 
city of Nouakchott, thus proving to the leaders of the liberation struggle that 
death on the field of honor is the noblest way to express the revolt of the 
peoples and to make sure that this revolt will continue. I am taking this oppor- 
tunity to salute in him the spirit of sacrifice, loyalty, devotion, and per- 
serverance, I would also like to say that the heros are those who proclaim them- 
selves to die for dignity--not for the sake of power. 
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The attack directed by this martyr, who is now a national hero, wae launched to 
shake the foundations of the regime of Mokhtar Ould Daddah and to lead to a peace 
treaty between our people and the new Mauritanian government which was established 
on the vestiges of the old regime in July 1978, 


The “Houari Boumediene" offensive constituted a historical change in the fight of 
our people. Indeed, our fighting men had reached regions and taken positions by 
storm which Moroccan strategies could not anticipate, That ie what shook the 
Moroccan regime, forcing it to look for help eleewhere, especially among ite 

old friends who are always in favor of any kind of colonialist war. Weapons were 
thus shipped to that regime from South Africa and America, something which only 
strengthened the conviction of our people and their devotion to the their legiti- 
mate cause and this of course had repercussions in Morocco in economic and social 
terms. 


In spite of their great sacrifices, our people today are in an entirely different 
situation, especially regarding the construction of its social institutions, 


To make a long story short, I would like to tell you what our people have accom- 
plished eo far. 


(1) The ALPS today is an organized army with modest equipment, openly and modestly 
presenting to the peoples of the region the true the face of certain regimes in 

the regime, Thanks to the efforts of the defense minister, this army today has 

a good morale which is rising every day and in proportion to the savage recru- 
descence of enemy attacks, all the way to our country's independence, which it 
controls today to the extent of more than 80 percent of national territory. 


(2) In terms of health, we have covered a by no means negligible distance and we 
have gone beyond the stage of fear for our people. The health ministry adopted 

a strong method of disease prevention. Thus, scores of students are studying their 
specialties in this field. Starting this year, the first graduating class will 
return to the country. 


(3) In terms of education, 75 percent of our children--and I'm including those 
among our children who are refugees or who are in the liberated territories-- 
today are getting free and mandatory education in accordance with the general 
national program adopted by the Third Congress of the POLISARIO and given the 
name Chahid El-Ouali by the congress. On the other hand, our children in the 
occupied towns and those who had found refuge in Merocco are still living in 
continual confusion which is expressed by ignorance and material and cultural 
poverty. 


(4) At home we today have a purely civilian administration, balanced and charged 
with insuring peace and tranquility for our citizens. For this purpose numerous 
civil servants and administrative personnel are taking training courses in brother 
countries. 


This ministry is also in practice charged with supplying the citizens with every- 
thing furnished by the Association of the Saharan Red Crescent which plays a first- 
ranking order in spreading news of the cause of a people fighting on its own soil, 
producing solidarity and support from most of the worldwide humane organizations. 
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Justice, commerce and telecommunications are other fields which play a by no means 
negligible role on the social level and which through action respond to all of the 
false propaganda spread throughout the world by the special services of the Rabat 
regime, 


Continuing the Fighting on all Levels 


RA: The POLISARIO Front is the architect of the success won by the Saharan people. 
What are the historical phases of ite development and what are its objective? 


MLA [Mohamed Lamine Ahmed]: I have already outlined most of these stages. How- 
ever, it must be noted that our people's objective is not yet fully expressed be- 
cause we have not yet reached the end of our road which will mark the end of our 
struggle, that is, national independence with all of ite significance and range. 
Nevertheless, its rich experience in terms of organization unified under the 
POLISARIO Front, ite effort to consolidate the foundations of its administration 
and social institutions represent a high-quality impetus which will permit it to 
determine and evaluate its creative capacities so that in conclusion I could say 
that this is a people of innovation and dignity. Nations are characterized by 
their suffering. There is no doubt that the sufferings of our people strengthen 
their conviction and consolidate their determination to continue the fight on all 
levels until liberation in the full meaning of the term, as well as independence. 
Like all fighting peoples, our people deserves consideration and homage because 
in a certain lapse of time it has frustrated all of the expectations of the 
colontalists and their followers. 


RA: What, Mr Prime Minister, are the latest developments in the situation in 
the western Sahara, the latest Moroccan moves to try to slow down the process of 
decolonization of the western Sahara? 


MLA: The Moroccan Royal Forces have tried all military strategies, ranging from 
traditional battalions to fast screening units, to rapid deployment units, to 
autonomous brigades, going through position warfare which has now been selected 
(by that army) which is trying to establish a belt around the zones of Bou-Craa, 
Smara, Tan-Tan, in other words, the phosphate regions. As I see it, the regime 
wants to grab our entire country. The claims of that regime are disproved by 
irreputable evidence and by the contradictions of the regime ranging from spliting 
the country up with Mauritanian to the evacuation of certain Moroccan territory, 
especially when the Moroccan leaders say that they are not a point of dispute, 
going all the way to the preparation of that final plan concerning a matter of 
the utmost importance to western Sahara. Why all that noise about the claims to 
the Sahara? The fact is that the claim would be limited to Bou-Craa. 


This demand has also been reduced on the international level. In spite of its 
isolation, the Moroccan regime keeps repeating, without blushing, that it dominates 
our country. 


Moroccan maneuvers are aimed at slowing down the process of decolonization as much 
as they are aimed at delaying the end of the Moroccan regime itself. Experience 
teaches us that the failure of a big colonialist plot is generally followed by 
other supplementary moves aimed at mitigating that failure and that these moves 
arise from one moment to the next. After the failure of the plot for the annexa- 
tion of the Sahara by force, we had a plot aimed at its military control. The 
plan through which this control is now supposed to be exercised is proof of the 
earlier failure. 153 




















RA: Beyond actions already undertaken by the international community, such as 
the UN and the OAU, do you think, Mr Prime Minister, that there are other steps 
to persuade Morocco to reconsider ite position? 


MLA: Defying the international organizations, diluting or diverting their resolu- 
tione--these have become common practice among all colonialists. The leaders of 
Morocco have learned these methods, In my opinion, the intensification of the 
struggle ia che only way to lead to the destruction of that policy of colonialist 
oppression which was adopted by che Rabat regime, 


The experiences of peoples who have been able to win their independence by force 
did not always help the partisans of colonialism and their followers learn the 
necessary lessons. 





For our people, the longer the battle, the longer will be the significance of our 
struggle which today sustains our children from the breasts of their mothers, 
There is no doubt that che coming generation will be much tougher and much more 
radice!l regarding this cause, the national liberation war. 


Truth te to be Found on the Battlefield 


RA: What ere the prospects, Mr Prime Minister, deriving from the latest develop- 
ments in the struggle and the Sahara issue? 


MLA: For us others, future prospects are not made up of promises and lies because 
we are not going to fool ourselves, nor are we going to fool our people. In 1975, 
the King of Morocco declared that the western Sahara would be secure for its 

army within just a few more weeks, Then came the year 1980 and he says that it 
will be all over in a few weeks, Recently, he has set the month of January as 

the target for putting an end to this problem, But that is just a lot of talk. 
The King is not fooling himself because he knows the truth from the battlefield 

in his capacity as supreme commander of the Moroccan forces which are getting 
stuck in the sand of the Sahara. 


Our people who want peace would never fool themselves in this way because that is 
not in its blood. Nevertheless, the sunshine of liberty depends on the intensi- 
fication of the liberation struggle in order to achieve our national independence 
over all our territory. 


If God wills it, our victory is imperative so long as our people exists and remains 
armed by conviction. 
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